


WALTER ALLEN 
ENGLISH FICTION: 1941-50 


D urtNG the decade that began on 1 January 1941 and ended on 31 December 
1950, something like 20,000 new novels and collections of short stories were 
published in Britain. No one has read them all, and the great majority of 
them are already forgotten. They have suffered, in fact, the fate of more than 
99.99 per cent of all the novels that were ever written, which is to be dead 
for ever within a matter of weeks after their first appearance. But there 
remains a handful of the novels of the decade of which this cannot be said. 
Whether any of the fiction produced in the ten years will be read in fifty 
years’ time we cannot say, but if any is it will be almost certainly found among 
this handful. No two critics would agree on the exact composition of the 
handful, though most, I believe, would see eye to eye on two-thirds of it. At 
any rate, of the decade’s fiction I have chosen about ninety novels and collec- 
tions of stories that seem to me to represent the cream of British work in 
these forms during the period. Most of them are books which no literary 
historian writing on the present could ignore, even if he wished to. Some I 
have included not because they seem to me to have the kind of merit that 
makes for survival, however short the period of survival may be, but because 
critics whom I respect have found in them qualities that, if they are truly 
there, make them important. Some I have included because, though im- 
mature, the works of young writers, they seem to indicate the future of our 
fiction, to be pointers to the fulfilment of the next generation. 


The decade, of course, was not a normal time. War took up three-fifths of 
it, and, as the seventeenth-century poet, Cowley, said: ‘A warlike, various, 
and a tragical age is best to write of, but worst to write in’. The majority of 
our novelists found the truth of this borne out by their own experience: if 
they were of military age, i.c. under about forty: Live, they were in the Forces, 
civil defence, industry or government departments; writing novels became, 
for most of them, a spare-time occupation again, and everybody’s leisure 
was much restricted. Several of the most interesting of the younger novelists 
published nothing at all during the decade, and what is remarkable is not that 
so few were silent but that so many, despite all odds, managed to write at all. 
At the same time, the appearance of the youngest generation of novelists 
was necessarily much delayed; and how many were lost altogether in the 
slaughter we shall never know. 


The year 1941 saw the publication of seven novels and one collection of 
short stories of distinction. The most outstanding was perhaps Virginia W oolf’s 
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posthumous Between the Acts (Hogarth Press, 7s.6d.), in which the author 
set down her final conclusions upon human relationships as they exist in time 
and history against a setting of country house and village pageant. Joyce 
Cary, having the year before published his remarkable tragi-comedy of slum 
children evacuated to the country, Charley is My Darling (Michael Joseph, 
9s.), wrote in some sort a companion-piece, A House of Children (Michael 
Joseph, 8s.), on the lives of upper-class children in the security of northern 
Irish life fifty years ago. Rex Warner’s The Aerodrome (Bodley ‘Head, 7s.6d.) 
was a memorable parable of the cult of power expressed in terms of life in an 
air force. In The Ocean (Faber, 7s.6d.) James Hanley produced a study of the 
Merchant Navy’s peril in war that was marked by great imaginative power. In 
The Land of Spices (Heinemann, 8s.6d.) Kate O’Brien described the religious 
life in a Roman Catholic nunnery. I. Compton Burnett in Parents and Children 
(Gollancz, 8s.6d.) continued her exploration of the hidden tensions of family 
life beneath the surface of her devastatingly witty and mannered dialogue. 
Look at All Those Roses (Gollancz, 7s.6d.) again revealed Elizabeth Bowen 
as the finest woman short-story writer of the day. 


Of all the war years, 1942 was the one that suffered most as far as fiction 
was concerned. There was Evelyn Waugh’s extremely amusing satire on the 
early days of the war, Put Out More Flags (Chapman & Hall, 8s.). In Darkness 
Falls from the Air (Collins, 8s.6d.) Nigel Balchin introduced us for the first 
time to the frustrations and intrigues of the wartime civil service. Joyce 
Cary, in To Be a Pilgrim (Michael Joseph, 10s.6d.), continued the remarkable 
trilogy of English history over the past sixty years expressed through the 
voices of three very different characters; the narrator of To Be a Pilgrim being 
an elderly lawyer; that of Herself Surprised (1941, Michael Joseph, 8s.), a 
Ww orking-class woman, a domestic servant; that of The Horse’s Mouth (1944, 
Michael Joseph, 10s.6d.), a visionary painter of genius. With these novels it 
was apparent that in Cary we had again a novelist in the mainstream of the 
tradition of English fiction from Defoe to Dickens. 


By 1943 war as a theme dominated our fiction. In Caught (Hogarth Press, 
8s.6d.) Henry Green recaptured the life of the London fireman in the days of 
the ‘phoney’ war and the first German raids on the city. James Hanley gave 
us a moving study of a household in an air raid in No Directions (Faber, 7s.6d.). 
Graham Greene used air raids and blackout as the background of his 
‘entertainment’ The Ministry of Fear (Heinemann, 8s.6d.), an entertainment 
with a moral problem, that of euthanesia, at the core of it. In what was 
probably the most widely read novel of the day, The Ship (Michael Joseph, 
8s.6d.), C. S. Forester described with Defoe-esque skill the hazards facing a 
Malta-bound convoy. In Arrival and Departure (Cape, 7s.6d.) Arthur 
Koestler made brilliant use of psychoanalysis to throw light on the political 
motives of a professional revolutionary stranded in Lisbon while on his way 
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to England to join the British Army. In The Small Back Room (Collins, 
8s.6d.) Nigel Balchin made an exciting study of a scientist’s conquest of fear 
while engaged on government research. Alun Lewis, a young Welsh poet 
who was to die on active service in India a year later, published in The Last 
Inspection (Allen & Unwin, 7s.6d.) a fine collection of stories of Army life as 
experienced by a sensitive, naturally refined young man much like the author 
himself. Mary Lavin’s Tales from Bective Bridge (Michael Joseph, 8s.6d.) was 
a very good collection of stories of Irish life by a new writer. In Long Division 
(Secker & Warburg, 8s.6d.) Hester W. Chapman wrote the story, in terms 
suggestive of the strong influence of the Victorian novel, of an unhappy 
marriage against a school setting. 


An event of 1944 was the appearance of James Joyce’s Stephen Hero (Cape, 
gs.6d.), an early draft of what was to be A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man 
(1916). The new work of the year was less dominated by the war than before, 
though it included J. Maclaren-Ross’s sardonic stories of Army life, The Stuff 
to Give the Troops (Cape, 7s.6d.) and William Sansom’s stories Fireman 
Flower (Hogarth Press, 8s.6d.), while Alex Comfort wrote a long novel of the 
fall of France, The Power House (Routledge, 10s.6d.), which in its solidity of 
realism and approach to character suggested Zola. Two older novelists 
published their first novels of the decade: W. Somerset Maugham’s The 
Razor's Edge (Heinemann, 12s.6d.) succeeded in combining worldliness with 
mysticism; Forrest Reid gave us another of his delicate and sure studies of 
boyhood in Young Tom (Faber, 7s.6d.). I. Compton-Burnett’s Elders and 
Betters (Gollancz, 9s.6d.) was a characteristic work that delighted her growing 
circle of admirers, while Rosamund Lehmann’s The Ballad and the Source 
(Collins, 9s.6d.) showed both an increased insight into character and enviable 
technical resource. R. G. Goodyear’s Mrs. Loveday (Gollancz, 8s.6d.), an 
admirably written study in moral degeneration, proved that the French 
tradition of Flaubert and Maupassant still had power to fructify the English 
imagination. But the year’s outstanding novel was probably L. P. Hartley’s 
The Shrimp and the Anemone (Putnam, 8s.6d.), a magical rendering of sensi- 
tive childhood and the first of a trilogy of novels, comic in their treatment, 
tragic in their implications, and all composed with fine art, that included The 
Sixth Heaven (1946, Putnam, 8s.6d.) and Eustace and Hilda (1947, Putnam, 
10s.6d.). 


In 1945 another of the older novelists to publish his first novel of this 
decade was Aldous Huxley whose Time Must Have a Stop (Chatto & Windus, 
gs.6d.) was something of a return to his earlier manner. In this year the first 
signs of a new generation of novelists began to be apparent in P. H. Newby’s 
A Journey to the Interior (Cape, 9s.6d.), a beautifully written presentation of 
cross-currents in relationships among a group of Europeans sweltering in a 
Red Sea oil town, and in Howard Clewes’s Dead Ground (Bodley Head, 
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7s.6d.), a comedy of irrepressible individualism at odds with the war- 
machine. Another young writer, Elizabeth Taylor, increased her reputation 
with At Mrs. Lippincote’s (Davies, 8s.6d.), revealing a talent that has, in its 
eye for social comedy and its sureness of sensibility, affinities with that of 
Elizabeth Bowen. Elizabeth Bowen herself published a book of stories, The 
Demon Lover (Cape, 7s.6d.), which showed her the master of the atmosphere 
of time and place and which evoked in the most “ee way the very feel of 
war-scarred London. It May Never Happen by V. . Pritchett (Chatto & 
Windus, 7s.6d.) was another brilliant volume of stories, character-studies of 
English lower middle-class eccentrics, told with wit and a warm humour and 
with an acute appreciation of their social implications. Evelyn Waugh 
essayed a highly serious novel in Brideshead Revisited (Chapman & Hall, 
10s.6d.), a study of the workings of the divine spirit through an aristocratic 
Roman Catholic family. In Loving (Hogarth Press, 8s.6d.) Henry Green 
showed another aspect of his great gifts, a rich sense of comedy brought to 
bear upon the lives of servants in a large house in Ireland and still, despite 
the comedy, an exact evocation of the title word. F. L. Green wrote an 
excellent novel of action, marred for some tastes by an excursion into ill- 
defined mysticism, in Odd Man Out (Michael Joseph, gs.6d.), the story of 
the hunt for a wounded revolutionary leader through the fog, blackout and 
bomb ruins of a city obviously Belfast. In his The English Teacher (Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, 8s.6d.), R. K. Narayan appeared as an Indian writer strangely 
akin in spirit to Chekhov. There was one extremely funny novel, Nancy 
Mitford’s survey of the English aristocracy, The Pursuit of Love (Hamish 
Hamilton, 8s.6d.). George Orwell’ s Animal Farm (Secker & Warburg, 6s.) 
was scarcely a novel, but this satirical fable of the course of the Bolshevik 
revolution was recognized immediately as the best political satire in English 
for many years. 


The year 1946 was not a good year for fiction: the level of competence was 


high, but little stood out. There was H. E. Bates’s short novel of an episode of 


the war, The Cruise of the Breadwinner (Michael Joseph, ss.), and Kate O’ Brien 
wrote a fine historical novel of the court of Philip II of Spain, That Lady 
(Heinemann, 9s.6d.). Humphrey Slater’s The Heretics (Secker & Warburg, 
8s.6d.) was an impressive first novel. Sweet River in the Morning by Winston 
Clewes (Michael Joseph, 9s.6d.) was an interesting experiment with time. 


The year 1947 was a little better, perhaps. I. Compton-Burnett published 
Manservant and Maidservant (Gollancz, 8s.6d.), and Hester W. Chapman’s 
Worlds Apart (Secker & Warburg, 8s.6d.) was an ironically amusing and 
genuinely witty study of the contrast between the generations of the nineteen 
twenties and the forties. For the Rest of our Lives (Nicholson & Watson, 
10s.6d.) was a young New Zealander Dan Davin’s picture of life in Cairo 
during the war and of the battles in the desert. C. P. Snow’s The Light and the 
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Dark (Faber, 10s.6d.), one of a series of novels designed to show the history 
of our times, as seen by an observer in turn university lecturer, barrister and 
civil servant, aroused some controversy. A. L. Barker’s Innocents (Hogarth 
Press, 7s.6d.) was a volume of very good stories about children. Philip 
Toynbee’s Tea with Mrs. Goodman (Horizon: Chatto & Windus, 7s.6d.) was 
a short experimental novel, a retelling of the Grail legend in terms of a 
tea-party and in a mixture of manners suggesting Mrs. Woolf’s The Waves, 
T. S. Eliot’s The Waste Land and W. H. Auden’s The Orators. 


[he year 1948 saw an advance in the development of P. H. Newby, with 
Mariner Dances (€ rape, 9s.). A good war novel was Alexander Baron’s From the 
City, From the Plough (Cape, 8s.6d.). Robert Liddell’s The Last Enchantments 
(Cape, 8s.6d.) was a most elegant and precise comedy of pre-war life in Oxford 
that exemplified the re quirements in fiction he had laid down in his A Treatise 
on the Novel (1947, Cape, 9s.6d.). Henry Green’s Concluding (Hogarth Press, 
8s.6d.), a fantasy of the fies: showed a development of this author’s 
daringly poetic use of language. Hope Muntz’s The Golden Warrior (Chatto 
& Windus, 12s.6d.) was a remarkable historical novel of the Norman 

Conquest written from a point of view and in a style resembling those of the 
Old English chroniclers. The most widely discussed novels of the year were 
Evelyn Waugh’ s long short story The Loved One (Chapman & Hall, 7s.6d.), 
a satire on the burial customs of contemporary California, and Graham 
Greene’s The Heart of the Matter (Heinemann, 9s.6d.), a study of a good man’s 
conflict with his faith in West Africa. 


Elizabeth Bowen’s The Heat of the Day (Cape, 9s.6d.), a brilliant rendering 
of the atmosphere of wartime London, somewhat marred by inadequate 
characterization of the male figures, brought in 1949. A new satirist appeared 
with the short stories of Angus Wilson, The Wrong Set (Secker & Warburg, 
8s.6d.), while in Love in a Cold Climate (Hamish Hamilton, 8s.6d.) Nancy 
Mitford continued her investigations into the eccentricities of the English 
aristocracy. Olivia (Hogarth Press, 7s.6d.), by ‘Olivia’, was a short novel of 
classical restraint and proportions on the theme of first love. J. D. Scott’s The 
Margin (Pilot Press, 8s.6d.) was a sympathetic study of the post-war civil 
service. Anthony West’s ambitious On A Dark Night (Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
10s.6d.) considered the theme of the individual’s responsibility for his actions 
against a background of hell. In Time of Hope (Faber, 12s.6d.) C. P. Snow 
offered another instalment of his series of contemporary historical novels, 
this time describing the boyhood and adolescence, in a Midland town, of the 
ambitious and brilliant narrator of the series. The Far Cry (MacGibbon & 
Kee, 9s.6d.), unfolding the growth of a young girl’s realization of life in a 
setting of ocean liner and India, showed a new talent, compounded both of 
Jane Austen-like wit and a lyrical apprehension of nature, in Emma Smith. 
With Joyce Cary’s panoramic novel of the past sixty years of English life, 
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A Fearful Joy (Michael Joseph, 12s.6d.), something of the gusto, comedy and 
speed of narration of Smollett came back to the English novel. In the stories 
Boy with a Trumpet (Heinemann, 9s.6d.) the distinguished Welsh writer 
Rhys Davies again revealed his gift for racy comedy and his affinity with the 
oral traditions of folk-tales. In The Body (Hogarth Press, 9s.6d.) William 
Sansom portrayed people seen, so to speak, as things. George Orwell’s 
Nineteen Eighty-four (Secker & Warburg, 10s.) was a terrifying vision of a 
possible totalitarian future exhibiting great intellectual power; it added 
several new words to the language. 

In The Boat (Putnam, 12s.6d.), the first major work of 1950, L. P. Hartley 
considered in his usual vein of urbane comedy the relation of the individual 
to society in time of war. James Hanley’s Winter Song (Phoenix House, 12s.6d.) 
was a poignant and dignified rendering of the tragedy of old age. In Nothing 
(Hogarth Press, 8s.6d.) Henry Green wrote a most amusing comedy of 
manners on the lot of the rich in the Socialist state. Rose Macaulay, in The 
World My Wilderness (Collins, 8s.6d.), dealt with the moral effects on young 
people of participation in the Resistance Movements; a novel memorable for 
its striking descriptions of the bomb-ruins of London. In The Lost Traveller 
(Eyre & Spottiswoode, 10s.6d.), a novel reminding more than one critic of 
the work of George Eliot, Antonia White described the gradual develop- 
ment of the sense of vocation in a Catholic girl. Goronwy Rees’s Where No 
Wounds Were (Chatto & Windus, 9s.6d.), in effect a prolonged discussion 
and duel between a captured Nazi pilot and his British interrogator, was an 
interesting analysis of the making of a Nazi. Robert Henriques’s Through the 
Valley (Collins, 12s.6d.) dealt with land-owning families in the Cotswolds in 
a manner technically old-fashioned but none the less successful. In The Young 
May Moon (Cape, 9s.6d.) P. H. Newby developed the use of poetic symbolism 
foreshadowed in The Snow Pasture (1949, Cape, 9s.). Edgar Mittelhdlzer, a 
first novelist, from the West Indies, produced a brilliant study in race and 
class relations in his Trinidad novel A Morning at the Office (Hogarth Press, 
8s.6d.). Angus Wilson continued his exposures of cruelty, unkindness and 
pretension in his stories Such Darling Dodos (Secker & Warburg, 9s.6d.). 
A Voice through a Cloud (Lehmann, 1os.6d.), an account of invalid life in 
hospital, written with an almost hallucinatory intensity, reminded us of the 
loss English writing had suffered by the death of Denton Welch. Jocelyn 
Brooke’s The Goose Cathedral (Bodley Head, 9s.6d.) was an account, partly 
in terms of fantasy, of the author’s young manhood. 

If any one thing is clear from the above survey it is that the decade’s fiction 
has been dominated by a relatively few novelists: Henry Green, Graham 
Greene, Elizabeth Bowen, Joyce Cary, Evelyn Waugh, I. Compton-Burnett 
—they are not listed in order of merit. Of these, Cary alone is in the robust 
extrovert tradition of the great English nineteenth-century novelists. He 
alone has attempted to present a synoptic view of society. In this, it cannot be 
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said that he has many followers among the younger novelists, greatly though 
he is admired by them. For the most part, their emphasis is on a poetic 
approach to experience. Writers like P. H. Newby, Jocelyn Brooke and 
William Sansom use the language of prose poetically, as do increasingly 
Henry Green and Elizabeth Bowen. Symbolism and fantasy are now much 
more common ingredients of our fiction than they have ever been before. 
Some critics would say they are too prevalent. Certainly, it must be admitted 
that, apart from in the work of such isolated writers as C. P. Snow, Nigel 
Balchin and J. D. Scott, what may be called life as it is expressed in work has 
been largely neglected. The main problem facing the next generation of 
novelists, as it seems to me, is precisely the problem of incorporating into 
our fiction the broad sweep of our national life without at the same time 
sacrificing the tremendous technical advances in the art of the novel which 
have been made in the past half century. 


Mr. Walter Allen is himself a novelist and critic of distinction, and only his own authorship of this 
survey has excluded his novels from it: Rogue Elephant (1946) and, in particular, Dead Man Over All 
(1950). His other publications include a book on The Black Country the industrial centre of England 
in which he was born and educated, and a critical study, Arnold Bennett. He is well known also as a 
broadcaster, and as a regular contributor to The New Statesman and other journals. 





CORRICTION: 


The review of the Poems of Robert Burns appearing in our February issue 
contained a reference to the song “The tither morn’ sent by Burns to Johnson 
which “was not his but had already been printed as early as 1799’. This date 
was wrongly printed and should have been 1779. 





The opinions expressed throughout British Book News are the contributors’ 
and not necessarily those of the British Council. 
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THE BOOK LIST that follows is a select list compiled with the assistance 
of Aslib (incorporating the Association of Special Libraries and Information 
Bureaux and the British Society for International Bibliography), Bristol Public 
Libraries, British Agricultural Bulletin, the British Council Medical Library, the 
British Drama League, the British Film Institute, the British Library of Political 
and Economic Science (London School of Economics), the Commonwealth 
National Library (Canberra, Australia), the Hispanic and Luso-Brazilian 
Councils, the Library Association, the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies 
(University of London), the National Library Service (Wellington, New 
Zealand), the Public Library of Toronto (Canada), the Royal Empire Society, 
the Royal Geographical Society, the Royal Institute of British Architects, the 
Royal Institute of International Affairs, the Royal United Service Institution, 
the South African Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa), the Victoria 
and Albert Museum, Westminster Public Libraries, the Youth Libraries 
Section of the Library Association and many individual specialists, and the 
annotations are in some cases based, by permission, on reviews in The Times 
Literary Supplement and The Times Educational Supplement. 

THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Dewey Decimal System of Library Classification, and the 
Dewey number is given in brackets at the end of each entry 

ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a neighbouring bookseller or (it no bookseller is 
available) should be sent with a remittance to the National Book League, 7 Albemarle Street, 
London, W.1, who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and bibliographical 
guidance, may be obtained from the nearest office of the British Council (which maintains libraries 
in most countries) and whenever necessary such inquiries will be referred to the appropriate 
department of the Council in London, which is in consultation with the foremost British author- 
ties in all fields of knowledge. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. Ail publishers are London tirms 
except where otherwise stated, when the name of the town is given in brackets. 


THE FOLLOWING ABBREVIATIONS are used throughour the list for the standard sizes 
of British Books: 


Inches Centimeires 
Pott 8 Pott Octavo 6x32 = Is-8x9°5 
Fs Foolscap Octavo 6}xX4t ITI X10°7 
C8 Crown Octavo 74X5 19 X12°7 
L.Post 8 Large Post Octavo 8}x5¢ 20°9X 1373 
D8 Demy Octavo 8x5} 22°2X 14°72 
M8 Medium Octavo 9 Xs} = 22°8 X 14°6 
R8 Royal Octavo 10 X6} -.25*4 XK 15°8 
SuRs Super Royal Octavo 10 X6} 25°4XI7°1 
Imp8 Imperial Octavo 11 X74 27°9X19 
F4 Foolscap Quarto S$xX6f = 21S XK I71 
C4 Crown Quarto 10 X7# 25°4X19 
L.Post 4 Large Post Quarto 1048} 26°6X20°9 
D4 Demy Quarto 11 X8} = 28-5 X 22°2 
M4 Medium Quarto 114X9 29°2 X 22°8 
R4 Royal Quarto 124X110 8 31°7 XK 25°4 
Ffol Foolscap Folio 13484 34°2 X2I°5 


Preceding an abbreviation the letter |= large, and the letter s= small; for example, 1C8 = iarge 
Crown Octavo. 





World copyright. Permission must be obtained to reproduce any of the 
contents of this periodical, and inquiries on the subject should be addressed 
to: The Editor, British Book News, 3 Hanover Street, London, W.1 
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BOOK LIST, No. 129 MAY 1951 





PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


JEALOUSY IN CHILDREN. A Guide for Parents. Edmund Ziman. Gollancz, 
12s.6d. 1C8. 248 pages. Index. 


Dr. Ziman, former Senior Medical Officer (Psychiatrist) at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital, 
Washington, D.C., U.S.A., describes in non-technical language the signs and causes 
of jealousy, when and how it occurs, and what can be done about it. Intended mainly 
for parents themselves, the book will also be of much interest to teachers, social 
workers, and all who are concerned with promoting mental health. The first part 
explains the ways of children, and the rest of the book shows how to handle the 
problem of jealousy as it occurs in different situations. There are chapters on rivalry 
between the sexes; on stepparents and stepchildren; on the only child, the eldest 
child and the second child of three; and a final chapter includes consideration of the 
maladjustments of the parents as well as the children. Throughout, Dr. Ziman stresses 
how normal and everyday is the problem of jealousy in children. (136.7) 


THE HUMAN MIND. S. P. Adinarayan. Hutchinson, 7s.6d. C8. 195 pages. 
Tables. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. (Hutchinson’s University Library: 
Psychology) 

This is a simple and straightforward account of the processes of mental and emotional 

activity. Clear descriptions are given of sensation, perception, memory, intelligence 

testing, fecling and emotion, and the physical aspects of these activities. No attempt 
is made to summarize the various schools of psychology nor are abnormalities and 
their treatment studied. The book gives therefore a useful and uncontroversial founda- 
tion of knowledge on which the would-be student of psychology can safely build. 
The author is Professor of Philosophy in the University of Madras. (150) 


BRITISH PHILOSOPHERS. A. D. Ritchie. Longmans, Green for The British 
Council, 2s. sD8. 60 pages. Frontispiece. 6 plates. Paper bound. (British Life 
and Thought) 


The Professor of Logic and Metaphysics in the University of Edinburgh has per- 
formed the difficult task of giving a brief survey of British Philosophers with both 
lucidity and a nice wit. After touching on Hooker and Francis Bacon he leads on to 
the seventeenth-century Platonists, to Hobbes and Locke, to the secularist cosmology 
of the eighteenth century, and to Berkeley who opposed it. The philosophies of 
Hutcheson, Hume, Adam Smith, Price, Reid, Bentham and J. S. Mill are briefly 
surveyed, and are followed by a consideration of evolutionary theory, and of nine- 
teenth-century Idealism and the influence of Hegel on British thinkers. Reactions 
against Idealism, and more modern extensions of philosophic inquiry, are typified by 
the work of Alexander, Whitehead, Russell, Moore and Broad. A final section deals 
with recent thought. (192) 
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RELIGION [AND THEOLOGY] 


THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH.J.N. Sanders. A. & C. 
Black, 10s.6d. D8. 212 pages. Bibliography. Indexes. 
The purpose of the author is to discuss the central doctrines of the New Testament in 
the light of historical criticism. We are reminded that Christianity is in a peculiar sense 
a historical religion which finds in the New Testament the historical evidence for the 
facts on which it is based as well as their authoritative interpretation. Hence it is 
imperative that we should sift the evidence which the New Testament offers for the 
historicity of its facts and examine the validity of its interpretation. These twin con- 
siderations lead Mr. Sanders to expound the methods, principles and limitations of 
historical criticism by giving an account of its origin and its application to the study of 
the New Testament with special reference to the person and work of Christ. At various 
points, he discusses the views of Bishop Barnes found in The Rise of Christianity and 
urges that the Bishop’s conclusions are due to the acceptance of presuppositions alien 
to his subject-matter. The book is written for the student and for the general reader 
who will find here precisely the guidance he needs. Mr. Sanders is a Fellow of Peter- 
house, Cambridge, and a parish priest. (230) 


THE OECUMENICAL DOCUMENTS OF THE FAITH. Edited with an Intro- 
duction and Notes by T. Herbert Bindley. 4th edition revised with Intro- 
duction and Notes by F. W. Green. Methuen, 21s. D8. 254 pages. Indexes. 

The first edition of this volume, containing texts, translations and notes on the origins 

of the Creed of Nicaea, the Epistles of Cyril, the Tome of Leo and the Chalcedonian 

Definition, was published in 1889. Three later editions appeared with modifications 

and addenda. In view of the developments of Patristic studies and the continuous 

demand among students and others for this book, a fourth edition has now been 
published, edited by Canon F. W. Green of Norwich Cathedral. The whole work has 
been rearranged and in the notes and discussions the results of recent research have been 
incorporated. This volume, for which there is no substitute, should be in every theo- 
logical library. The editor has performed a difficult task with marked ability and rare 
distinction. (238.1) 


PERSONAL PEACE AND POWER. Gordon Powell. Oxford University Press, 
(Melbourne, Australia), 9s.6d. C8. 177 pages. 
This collection of devotional essays by the Rev. Gordon Powell, Minister of the 
Independent Church, Collins Street, Melbourne, owes its inspiration to his use of 
Prayer Reminder Cards given to members of his congregation to remind them during 
the week of the previous Sunday’s text. The main aim of the book is to apply modern 
psychological techniques to the working of the Christian faith. The discussion is not 
on an abstract plane, but deals with personal problems and actual experiences. The 
chapters of the book are divided into four sections: Barriers to Peace, Paths to Peace, 
Channels of Power, and The New Technique. The last section comprises addresses 
given in connection with the first twelve Prayer Cards which are reproduced at the 
end of each chapter. (241) 


THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT. Walter Oakeshott. Faber, 8s.6d. C8. 
198 pages. Index. 

This volume by the Headmaster of Winchester is a meditative and devotional 

anthology. It originated in a series of passages read in morning prayers at a public 

school. In its present form it is intended primarily for personal rather than public use, 
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particularly by those about to be or recently confirmed. The passages are selected from 
a wide range of writers and in spite of the fact that at present there is a spate of religious 
anthologies this small book should not be overlooked. (244) 


THE ROD, THE ROOT AND THE FLOWER. Coventry Patmore. Edited, 
with an Introduction, by Derek Patmore. Grey Walls Press, 10s.6d. C8. 
234 pages. 3 illustrations. Selected bibliography. 

In his last work, Coventry Patmore (1823-96) summed up his very personal philo- 

sophy of human and divine love, which he had formerly embodied in his poetry The 

Angel in the House and The Unknown Eros. The mystical sensuality of this philosophy 

was drawn from his own experience and this makes it all the more remarkable in the 

Victorian age. He believed that the perfection of human love could only be found in 

marriage. He was a convert to the Roman Catholic Church in middle life. The present 

book is evidence that Coventry Patmore was deeply read in both Plato and the 

Catholic mystics. The Rod, The Root and The Flower was originally published in 1895 

in a very small edition and has never, until now, been reprinted. Its aphorisms and 

reflections embody many ideas contained in Sponsa Dei—‘a transcendental treatise on 

Divine desire seen through the veil of human desire’-—which Patmore destroyed as a 

result of Gerard Manley Hopkins’s disapproval. Mr. Derek Patmore has added a few 

more aphorisms from manuscript sources. (244) 


THE HISTORY OF THE SALVATION ARMY. Vol. 2. 1878-1886. Robert 
Sandall. Nelson, 12s.6d. D8. 368 pages. 16 plates. 4 line drawings in text. 
Appendices. Bibliography. Index. 

This is the second volume of the official history of the Salvation Army by Colonel 

Robert Sandall. It covers the crucial years 1878-86, and gives an account of the evolu- 

tion of an obscure mission in the East End of London into an international army under 

the heroic if autocratic leadership of William Booth. It is a story of battles fought and 
won against civic and religious authorities; of the storming of strongholds of evil by 
the power of religious convictions fervently held; of the service rendered by women in 
social redemption and of the settlement of the doctrines and religious observances of 
the Army. The narrative is written in a plain style and no attempt has been made to 
embellish the history of a movement which now commands the respect and support 
of all sorts and conditions of men. The book is well printed and its relatively low price 
should bring it within the reach of a wide circle of readers. (267.15) 


SAINT AUGUSTINE AND THE DONATIST CONTROVERSY. Geoffrey 
Grimshaw Willis. S.P.C.K., 15s. D8. 216 pages. Bibliography. Indexes. 
The Donatist Schism originating in the fourth century in North Africa was a legacy 
of the great persecution of the Christian Church. A sect arose which desired to purge 
the Church of the stain of apostasy and its most distinguished member was Donatus 
who was elected bishop by the sect. While in the matter of theology and Church 
organization the Donatists were orthodox, they held that sacraments were invalid 
unless administered by a priest of blameless life. Likewise the sacraments and orders of 
heretics were condemned as invalid. It was Augustine’s aim during the early years of 
his episcopate to deal with the issues raised by this schism which spread throughout 
Africa and to restore Christian Unity. The Donatist controversy has been somewhat 
neglected by English scholarship and Mr. Willis’s detailed study is a contribution of 
real value. He gives a lucid, well-balanced and learned account of the history of 
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Donatism and shows how St. Augustine’s struggle with the sect compelled him to 
formulate his doctrines of the Church, the relations of Church and State, and the 
validity of the Sacraments. The book contains full references to sources and an excel- 
lent bibliography. (281.4) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Political Science 
UTOPIA and A DIALOGUE OF COMFORT. Sir Thomas More. Revised 

edition with spelling modernised. Dent, 4s.6d. F8. 448 pages. Bibliography. 

Glossary. (Everyman's Library) 
We have here a revised edition of a volume which first appeared in Everyman's Library 
in 1910. Sir Thomas More, Lord Chancellor of England in the reign of Henry VIII, 
patron of art, statesman and martyr, secured a permanent place for himself in literature 
by his famous work Utopia which has given the name to any society or scheme that is 
regarded as ideal or imaginary. In this book he embodied his social, religious and 
political ideals in what he conceives to be a perfect state and it is significant that some 
of his ideals are now taken for granted. A Dialogue of Comfort, which is not so well 
known, was written while More was imprisoned in the Tower awaiting martyrdom. 
He refused to take the oath of supremacy to the King which he regarded as a betrayal 
of his faith. We are given the picture of a man who, while no stranger to doubts and 
fears, is upheld by the conviction that religion is more precious than life. Utopia appears 
in this volume in Ralph Robinson’s translation of 1551 from More’s Latin, while the 
Dialogue of Comfort is from the original text. Mr. J. Warrington contributes a brief 
introduction in which an outline is given of the life of More and of his writings. There 
is a useful bibliography embracing a list of texts, Latin and English works and the 
principal biographies. (321.07) 


LIBERTAS AS A POLITICAL IDEA AT ROME DURING THE LATE 
REPUBLIC AND EARLY PRINCIPATE. Ch. Wirszubski. Cambridge 
University Press, 15s. D8. 193 pages. Bibliography. Index. (Cambridve 

P 7 z < > 3S 
Classical Studies) 

This study is a revised version of a dissertation for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy 

submitted to the University of Cambridge in 1946. Dr. Wirszubski describes the 

meaning of libertas as a political idea at Rome during the 200 years in which the 

Republican constitution gave way and was finally superseded by the Principate which, 

in turn, changed considerably during the first century A.D. Libertas, while identified 

with the republican constitution during the Republican period, continued to be a 

popular slogan and a constitutional principle under the Principate. As the constitution 

was transformed, the political content of libertas, as of civitas, changed. The first 
chapter determines the general characteristics of libertas, the principles which theo- 
retically constitute Roman political liberty; the subsequent chapters treat the concep- 
tion chronologically. The bibliography is a list of texts, books and articles referred to. 

(323.40937) 

BRITISH NATIONALITY. Including citizenship of the United Kingdom and 
Colonies and the status of aliens. C. Parry. Stevens & Sons, 30s. D8. 
235 pages. Tables. Index. 

This book gives a complete treatment of the law of British nationality and states the 

law before and after the passing of the British Nationality Act 1948. In addition, there 

are chapters on the acquisition and loss of citizenship of the United Kingdom and 
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Colonies and the status of aliens. The texts of the Act 1948 and the Ireland Act 1949 
appear as appendices. This work was originally written for inclusion in the sixth 
edition of Dicey’s Conflict of Laws (noticed in British Book News, August 1949), but 
it was subsequently decided to issue it as a separate book whilst retaining Dicey’s 
method of presentation in rule, comment and illustration. The author is a barrister-at- 
law and lecturer in law in the University of Cambridge. (323.6142) 
BRITAIN AND THE MIDDLE EAST. From the Earliest Times to 1950. Sir 
Reader Bullard. Hutchinson, 7s.6d. C8. 195 pages. Bibliography. Indexes. 
Endpaper map. (Hutchinson's University Library) 
In a compact, well-designed little book, Britain’s former ambassador to Iran provides 
an eminently readable background study of the relations between Britain and the 
Middle East from the time of the pilgrims and crusaders to the present day, which is 
enlivened by flashes of scholarly irreverence. For the purpose of his thesis the author 
includes under the term Middle East the countries which used to be regarded as 
belonging to the Near East as well as most of the Middle East proper: the survey thus 
covers Turkey and Iran, Cyprus, Syria and the Lebanon, Palestine and Trans-Jordan 
(Israel and Jordan), Iraq, Egypt, the Sudan, and the whole of the Arabian Peninsula. 
Chapters are devoted to the beginnings of the Eastern question, the Drang nach Osten, 
the First World War, the inter-war period, and the Second World War and after. 
The vital subject of Middle East oil and its varied related problems are examined in 
the epilogue where also Sir Reader Bullard enlarges upon the suggestion that ‘it is 
probably in the matter of education, in the widest sense, that Great Britain can be of 
the greatest use to the Middle East’. (327.420095) 
CANADA IN WORLD AFFAIRS. Vol. III, SEPTEMBER I941-MAY 1944. 
C. Cecil Lingard and R. G. Trotter. Vol. IV, FROM NORMANDY 
TO PARIS, 1944-1946. F. H. Soward. Oxford University Press (Toronto, 
Canada) for the Canadian Institute of International Affairs, $3.00 each. sD8. 
332 : 370 pages. Bibliographical footnotes. Maps. Index. 
The two latest volumes of the Canadian Institute of International Affairs’ series on 
Canadian external relations continue the theme of the earlier volumes—increasing 
national importance abroad, and increasing national consciousness at home. The third 
volume begins in September 1941, before the American entry into the war, and ends 
with the Conference of Commonwealth Prime Ministers in May 1944; the fourth 
begins with D-day and ends with the Conferences in Paris in 1946 on the minor peace 
treaties. Both books describe the gathering momentum of the Canadian war effort, 
and the country’s contribution in men and materials toward allied victory. Professors 
Trotter and Lingard deal with the Hong Kong disaster, the Dieppe raid, the landings 
in North Africa and Italy, while Professor Soward discusses Canada’s part in the 
successes in Normandy and in the final victory. Canada’s actions and growing influence 
at the various international conferences 1941-6 are described in both books, and 
Professor Soward gives an account of Canada and the United Nations. The expansion 
of Canadian representation abroad is another common theme. Internal developments 
are discussed only as they affect external relations. Professors Trotter and Lingard 
perhaps touch too lightly on the French-Canadian attitude to conscription, which was 
one of the most difficult issues the wartime government had to face, but Professor 
Soward deals with the question more fully. In the fourth volume there is a good, 
although perhaps over-simplified, account of the spy trials of 1946and their aftermath. 


For the student of Canadian affairs, or of Commonwealth relations, these two books 
should prove both interesting and valuable. (327.71) 
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THE LEGISLATURES OF CEYLON, 1928-1948. S. Namasivayam. 
Faber, 18s. M8. 207 pages. Table. Bibliography. Index. (Studies in C ‘olonial 
Legislatures) 

This volume, the fifth in the important series edited by Margery Perham and pub- 

lished under the auspices of Nuffield College, is the first to deal with Asia, and the first 

to be written by a citizen of the country concerned. The author describes the important 
developments of the twenty years from the issuing of the Report of the Donoughmore 

Commission on the Constitution of Ceylon to the inception of the Constitution of the 

Dominion of Ceylon in February 1948. The first chapter briefly describes the historical 

and political background against which the Donoughmore Commission did its work, 

while the ensuing five chapters, comprising ann half the book, are devoted to an 
account of the provisions and workings of the Constitution of 1931, which was framed 
as a result of that Commission. The author then surveys briefly the agitations for the 

reform of the Constitution and the work of the Soulbury Commission of 1944-5. A 

Constitution based on the recommendations of this Commission came into force late 

in 1947, but the grant of Dominion Status to Ceylon during that year made its modi- 

fication necessary. The 1948 Constitution is described and in a final chapter, which is 
perhaps primarily designed for readers in Ceylon, the author surveys the constitutional 
relations of Britain with that country and touches on some of its future political 

problems. (328.548) 


Economics 


THE ECONOMIC ROLE OF THE STATE. William Aylott Orton. Hodge, 
12s.6d. sD8. 197 pages. 
Professor Orton, of Smith College, Massachusetts, here discusses the basis and limita- 
tions of government action and makes a plea for the restoration of freedom in all 
normal situations of social life. He urges, quoting from recent American and European 
history, that the idea that any social problem can be solved merely by legal action is 
false, and that the function of government is not to dispense welfare, but to enable the 
people to provide themselves with prosperity by leaving them the power to control 
their economic future. The book is based on lectures given at the University of 
Chicago in 1948 on the Charles R. Walgreen Foundation for the Study of American 
Institutions. (330.11) 


COMMONWEALTH ECONOMIC COMMITTEE. Annual Report covering 
the Period 1 April 1949 to 31 March 1950. H.M. Stationery Office, 3d. 
sR8. 8 pages. Paper bound. 

The Committee was founded in 1925, and in 1933 became the official co-operative 

‘Agency’ conforming to the conditions laid down in the Report of the Imperial Com- 

mittee on Economic Consultation and Co-operation (1933). Each co-operating 

government appoints directly its own representatives to the Committee, which is 
responsible to all the co-operating governments jointly. The Annual Report describes 
the activities of the Committee, particularly as regards the publication of its Reports to 

Governments, Surveys of World Production and Trade, Commodity Series and Intelligence 


Services. (330.942) 
DESCRIPTIVE ECONOMICS. The Australian Economic Structure. F. T. 
Nankervis. Longmans, Green (Melbourne, Australia), 15s. C8. 278 pages. 
Mr. Nankervis, who is Senior Economics Master at Scotch College, Melbourne, has 
written this book on economics with special reference to Australian conditions. He 
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introduces his subject by discussing the national income rather than by employing the 
usual factors of production approach. For this reason the book never loses track of the 
more practical aspects of the Australian economy, shown in his pointed use of 
statistics and in his sections on the history and economic significance of the Labour 
Party, the development of industrial arbitration, the work of the Commonwealth 
Bank, the ramifications of trade policy and the factors involved in public finance. The 
book ends with an assessment of the ‘mixed’ economy. It should prove of value to the 
first year student as well as to the layman who wants to learn about Australian econo- 


mic conditions. (330.904) 


THE LAW OF MASTER AND SERVANT. F. R. Batt. 4th edition by J. 
Crossley Vaines. Pitman, 30s. D8. $56 pages. Tables. Index. 


The title of this work may conceal the fact that it is a treatise on the main aspects of the 
law relating to employment. Since the last edition in 1939, eighteen statutes have been 

enacted on this subject of which the National Insurance (Industrial Injuries) Act, 1946, 
has had the greatest effect, with its abolition of the system of workmen’s compensation. 
A large number of "judicial decisions have also affected the law and are incorporated. 
In addition to its use as a text-book, this book will be referred to by practising lawyers, 
employers, insurance officials and trade union officers. The author is a County Court 
judge and the editor a barrister-at-law and a lecturer in law in Liverpool University. 


(331.1100037) 


REPORT OF THE WORKING PARTY ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF 
BLIND PERSONS. Ministry of Labour and National Service. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 1s.9d. sR8. 76 pages. Paper bound. 

The Working Party was appointed in 1948 ‘to investigate the facilities existing for the 

employment of blind persons in industry and in public and other services and to make 

recommendations for their development’. Its inquiries have covered any factors which 
appeared to have contributed to the present employment situation in Great Britain or 
to be likely to affect the employment of blind persons in the future. The report deals 
fully with the questions of education, rehabilitation and training, and examines the 
position of the blind in various individual occupations and professions. (331.590942) 


LONDON’S UNDERWORLD. Being Selections from Those That Will Not 
Work, the Fourth Volume of London Labour and the London Poor, by Henry 
Mayhew. Edited by Peter Quennell. William Kimber, 18s. sM8. 434 pages. 
13 illustrations. 

Henry Mayhew (1812-87) published in 1851 London Labour and the London Poor, which 

was an account of his first-hand investigation into every aspect of the life of the poorer 

working classes in London in the middle of the nineteenth century. He is concerned 
with their work, leisure, food, and their reactions to their conditions. The book was 
reissued with later additions in 1861. A year later Mayhew published a fourth volume, 

Those That Will Not Work, from which the selections forming this present book have 

been made. It deals with the underworld of prostitutes, thieves, gamblers and beggars 

of every description. The facts that were elicited by Mayhew’s competent and im- 

perturbable reporters are presented objectively as these people are seen in their daily 

lives and haunts. Mayhew undertook his task in no censorious spirit but with the 
object of evoking pity in the place of anger for the outcasts, and of making the solution 
of a social problem easier. The book is a mine of information for the social worker, the 

historian, the novelist and the general reader. (331.809421081) 
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TRADE UNION LAW.N. A. Citrine. Stevens & Sons, 45s. R8. 744 pages. 
Tables. Appendices. Index. 
The growth of the trade union movement, with its membership of nearly eight 
million, is one of the outstanding features of the social development of the last hundred 
years. Through the passing of a number of statutes and the development of the 
common law, trade unions have acquired a special legal position. The Trade Disputes 
Act, 1906, for instance, established the general immunity of their funds from liability 
for the tortious acts of members, servants or agents. This book is arranged in four parts 
entitled ‘History and Principles’, ‘Status and Contract’, ‘Criminal and Tortious’ and, 
lastly, ‘Appendices’. Part One is introductory, the following two parts give the provi- 
sions of the main statutes with a full commentary, and in the 170 pages of appendices 
are set out the relevant parts of statutes, trade union regulations, forms, political fund 
instructions, and rules of court. There has been for some time a need for an up-to-date 
treatise in view of legal developments including the 1946 repeal of the Trade Disputes 
Act, 1927, and court decisions such as the Crofter case by the House of Lords in 1942. 
There is no doubt that this book by the legal adviser to the Trades Union Congress 
will become a standard work. (331.880942) 


A DISCUSSION OF MONEY. W. A. L. Coulborn. Longmans, Green, 18s. 

M8. 370 pages. 5 illustrations. 26 tables. Bibliographies. Index. 
In this very substantially revised edition of An Introduction to Money the author covers a 
large number of aspects of the monetary system, without too great detail, for the 
student and the general reader. He begins with a definition of terms and some account 
of the history and theory of money. The remaining two-thirds of the book are 
devoted to world economic and monetary policy and national and international 
banking techniques. One of the main purposes of the book is to show the effects of the 
Second World War upon the monetary systems of the world. The author is Professor 
of Economics at Oglethorpe University, U.S.A. (332.4) 
OWNERSHIP OF INDUSTRY. Hargreaves Parkinson. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 

25s. R8. 139 pages. 2 diagrams. Graphs. Tables. Appendices. 

The purpose of this work, by the author of Ordinary Shares, is to show the investment 
structure of British industry. It shows the amount of capital invested as a whole and 
in individual concerns. It describes the holdings, respectively, of small, medium and 
large investors, and analyses the shareholdings of a large number of companies. The 
details are fully presented in the text and in graphs and tables. (332.60942) 
BUYING AND SELLING A HOUSE. M. Basil Evans. Stevens & Sons, 6s.6d. 

sC8. 171 pages. Appendices. Index. Paper bound. (* This is the Law’ Series) 
A most useful guide which aims to provide the layman with some idea of the diffi- 
culties to be encountered, and the pitfalls to be avoided, in the buying and selling of 
houses. The main part of the book approaches the problem from the purchaser’s 
viewpoint, while the second part contains chapters on selling a house. Appendices give 


scales of commission and fees, solicitor’s remuneration, stamp duties, and a table of the 
cost of a typical house purchase. (333.33) 


REPORT OF NIGERIAN LIVESTOCK MISSION. Thomas Shaw and Gilbert 
Colvile. Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 5s. R8. 175 pages. 
8 diagrams. 4 folding maps. Index. Paper bound. 

Members of this Mission visited Nigeria at the close of 1948 and again in April 1949 

at the end of the dry season. Ninety per cent of Nigerian cattle are located in the 
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Northern Provinces, and are owned by the Fulani tribe. Nomadic pastoralists, they 
despise settled agriculture, and therefore their cattle make but small contribution to the 
restoration of the soil after cropping. The mission, rather boldly, estimates the cattle 
population at seven or ci ght millions, roughly double the official census figures; even 
so, it is believed that the grazing lands, given a more settled agriculture and better 
scientific management, could carry double or more this number, since for the overall 
requirements of mixed farming and soil regeneration the land is understocked. Many 
detailed recommendations on the organization of the industry are put forward. 
(338.1736) 
Law 
FAMOUS AND INFAMOUS CASES. Sir Patrick Hastings. Heinemann, 15s. 
D8. 272 pages. 16 plates. Index. 


The pr of ti well-known King’s Counsel and his Cases in Court were 
noticed in British Book News March 1949, and April 1950, respectively. In this book, 
Sir Patrick Hastings has written a popular account of a number of trials taken from the 
English State Trials. Beginning with the first State Trial to a reported, he describes 
the prosecution of hans Boleyn. There follow the trials of Lady Jane Grey, of Mary, 
Queen of Scots, and of Sir Walter Raleigh. Cases from the seventeenth century down 
to the Military Tribunal at Nuremberg follow. (343.1) 


JACKSON AND GOSSET’S INVESTIGATION OF TITLE. 6th edition by 
E. H. Bodkin. Stevens & Sons, sos. R8. 534 pages. Tables. Appendices. 
Index. 

Of the many duties erie by solicitors, few require more skill and care than the 

investigation on behalf of a purchaser of the vendor's title to real property. This book 

is a comprehensive mrs to the subject and is arranged alphabetically under more than 
one hundred and fifty headings covering the whole range of conveyancing practice. 

The few following consecutive topics give some idea of its range: administrators, 

advowsons, age evidence of, agents, agreements for sale, agricultural holdings, aliena- 

tion restraint on, aliens, annuities, and rent charges, etc., etc. Under each is a summary 
of the relevant law and the series of requisitions or formal inquiries to the solicitor 
acting for the other party which may be required. Since the appearance of the pre- 
vious edition in 1946, an unprecedented volume of legislation has been passed, the 
most important statute being, beyond doubt, the Town and Country Planning Act, 

1947. In addition, there have been important developments regarding agricultural 

holdings and rent restriction. A number of precedents and points of practice are given 
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in the six appendices. The editor of this edition is a barrister-at-law. (347.2) 


A TREATISE ON THE LAW OF EASEMENTS. C. J. Gale. 12th edition by 
D.H. McMullen. Sweet & Maxwell, 70s. R8. 623 pages. Tables. Index. 

An easement is a right enjoyed by a man over his neighbour's property such as a right of 
way or a right of passage for water. This new edition of a treatise, first published in 
1839, covers the perioc 1 since the last edition in 1932. The work is in six parts. After an 
introduction, Part II deals with the acquisition of easements, the next part is on 
particular easements and similar natural rights, and Parts 1V-VI cover the incidents, 
extinguishment und disturbance of easements respectively. This edition deals for 
the first time with equitable easements. In general, the changes in the law of ease- 
ments in the last eighteen years have not been very extensive, when compared with 
other branches of Ens glish law. (347.2) 
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JOINT TORTS AND CONTRIBUTORY NEGLIGENCE. A Study of Con- 
current Fault in Great Britain, Ireland and the Common Law Dominions. 
Glanville L. Williams. Stevens & Sons, 63s. R8. 608 pages. Tables. Index. 

A most important new work on the law of torts dealing fully for the first time with 

some aspects of this branch of the law which have received little attention in the 

courts or in books. It is a study of the legal problems arising where harm is caused by 
the fault of two or more persons. It falls into two parts: cases where two or more 
persons are responsible in tort for the same damage (‘joint tortfeasors’ and, as the 
author suggests, ‘several concurrent tortfeasors’) and cases where the victim of a tort 
is part author of his own damage (contributory negligence). Common to both parts 
is the modern idea, expressed in twentieth-century legislation, that responsibility 
should be in proportion to the degree of fault. The author gives much consideration 
to the procedural aspects of this principle. The work takes into account the legislation 
and case-law of England and Scotland, Northern Ireland and Eire, and the common 
law members of the British Commonwealth. Particular attention is paid to the 

Canadian case-law. The author’s companion work Joint Obligations was reviewed in 

British Book News, March 1950. Dr. Williams is a barrister-at-law and Quain Professor 

of Jurisprudence in the University of London. (347.5) 


CANADIAN SECRETARIAL PRACTICE. The Manual of the Chartered 
Institute of Secretaries of Joint Stock Companies and other Public Bodies. 
Russell R. Merifield for the Chartered Institute of Secretaries (Canadian 
Branch). Pitman (Toronto, Canada), $4.50; 30s. M8. 315 pages. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 

The several branches of the Chartered Institute of Secretaries in Canada have long 

recognized the need for a manual on the duties of a company secretary. Consequently, 

on behalf of the Institute, Mr. Merifield, a member of the Montreal bar, undertook the 
preparation of the manual. Notes used by various lecturers were used as the basis, but 
the material has also been reviewed by experienced members of the Institute. The 
contents may be summarized as follows: (a) The procedure and administration of 
companies registered under The Companies Acts, from their promotion to their dis- 
solution, with special attention to the work of the secretary and the practice involved 
in the application of the Act; (+) The law and conduct of and procedure at mectings 
in general and more particularly as they apply to company meetings; (c) The prin- 
ciples of office organization and business management in so far as they affect the work 
of the secretary. Each is discussed in detail with the necessary legal references provided. 

The manual is based on the Dominion Companies Act, but important variations in 

provincial law are referred to in the footnotes. Included in the appendices are a 

glossary of terms, sets of specimen company forms, a schedule of offences and penalties 

under Part I of the Dominion Companies Act and test questions for the student. A 

most useful manual for those engaged or interested in company secretarial work, and 

for the student. (347-7) 


NATHAN S EQUITY THROUGH THE CASES. 2nd edition by O. R. 
Marshall. Stevens & Sons, 35s. D8. 588 pages. Tables. Index. 

The first edition of this book, which is a combination of case-book and text-book, 

appeared in 1939. The new edition has been prepared by Dr. O. R. Marshall who is a 

barrister-at-law and Sub-Dean of the Faculty of Laws and Lecturer in Law at Univer- 

sity College, London. The branch of English law known as equity and its relationship 
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to common law are not easy to understand, but the best approach to this subject is 
through judicial decisions of which extracts from some 116 are given in this book 
with references to many times that number. Explanation and comment supplement 
the judgments. After an introduction on the nature of an equitable interest, Chapters 
2-11 deal with trusts and trustees, and Chapters 12-14 with other branches of equity, 
such as mortgages, restrictive covenants affecting property, and contracts for the 
benefit of a third person. In this edition, the main changes are the revision and expan- 
sion of the chapter on charities, a new section has been written on the Limitation Act, 
1939, and the effect of the important decision Re Diplock (1948) has been incorporated 
in a note on ‘Recovery of money and following trust property’. This book can be 
recommended as an excellent guide to the subject, and would usually be read in con- 
junction with a standard treatise. (347.8) 


Administration 


THE BRITISH IMPERIAL CALENDAR AND CIVIL SERVICE LIST, 1951. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 30s. sR8. 1,277 pages. Paper bound. 


This publication gives lists of senior personnel holding appointments in the Public 
Departments of England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland (with, in many cases, 
their salaries) under the headings: the Royal Households; High Commissioners and 
Agents-General in London; the Cabinet; Cabinet Office; the Treasury; Parliamentary 
Counsel; H.M. Procurator-General and Treasury Solicitor; Officers of the House of 
Peers; House of Commons Officers; Public Departments—England and Wales, Scot- 
land, Northern Ireland. The addresses and telephone numbers of the Departments 
are given; there is also an index to Departments and Sub-Departments, and an 
alphabetical list of officers. (351.2) 


THE COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE LIST, 1951. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 12s.6d. D8. 215 pages. Index. 


This is the first ‘List’ from the Commonwealth Relations Office, which is the inheritor 
of the former Dominions Office and India Office. It is, however, much more than a 
staff list and record of service, as it contains in addition long sections on the relation- 
ship between members of the Commonwealth, and also on the constitutions and 
development of the separate countries therein. (351.2) 


CRIME AND THE POLICE. Anthony Martienssen. Foreword by R. M. 
Howe. Secker & Warburg, 10s.6d. C8. 272 pages. Index. 


The author, who is on the editorial staff of The Economist, carried out a survey of a 
number of police forces in Britain to assess the effect of post-war changes in the organ- 
ization of police work, particularly in view of factors such as the increase in certain 
branches of crime. He describes the organization of the police, modern methods of 
training police recruits and senior officers, and the day-to-day work of policemen. He 
analyses the detective methods for which Scotland Yard is famous. Every point is 
illustrated by case histories of crimes committed during the past few years. The con- 
clusion which the author comes to is that the reputation of the British police is still 
deservedly high. The flood of post-war crimes is shown as a temporary phenomenon 
which is beginning to abate. But at the same time the author points out potential 
weaknesses which need to be watched. (351.74) 
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REPORT UPON THE WORK OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE GOVERN- 
MENT CHEMIST FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH, 1950. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 1s. sR8. 36 pages. Appendices. Paper bound. 

The present report, the first to be published since 1939, gives a brief account of the 

function and organization of the Department, and then outlines the main activities of 

the different branches—the Revenue Branches, the Food, Drugs and Agriculture 

Branch, and the Industrial and Mineral Branch. One appendix gives details of the 

samples examined during the year and another lists publications by members of the 

Department (1939-50). (354.428) 


Education 
CHALLENGE AND RESPONSE. An Account of the Emergency Scheme for 
the Training of Teachers. Ministry of Education. H.M. Stationery Office, 
4s. L.Post 8. 164 pages. 14 photographs. 13 tables. 6 appendices. Paper 
bound. (Ministry of Education Pamphlet No. 17) 
A full account, with statistical details, of the emergency scheme for the training of 
teachers in England and Wales between 1945 and 1951. The shortened intensive 
courses for men and women released from war service have produced some 35,000 
trained teachers—23,000 men and 12,000 women. This pamphlet tells the history of 
the scheme, and describes the methods of selection of candidates, the buildings, equip- 
ment and finance of the colleges, the staffing and general planning of courses, and 
gives notes on the treatment of the several subjects of the curriculum. There is a com- 
plete list of the Emergency Training Colleges, and thirteen tables of statistics, together 
with particulars of administrative arrangements. (370.73) 


HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN GREAT BRITAIN. S. J. Curtis. 2nd edition. 
University Tutorial Press, 18s.6d. D8. 645 pages. Folding map. Chart. 
Bibliography. Index. 

An enlarged and partly rewritten edition of a comprehensive and authoritative 

account of the development of education in Great Britain by the Senior Lecturer in 

Education in the University of Leeds. It ranges from the first Christian schools of the 

fourth century to 1950, and the author surveys Primary, Secondary and Technical 

education in England and Wales, and also in Scotland. Chapters are included on adult 

education, the development of the Universities, and educational activities in H.M. 

Forces. Professor W. R. Niblett, Director of the University of Leeds Institute of 

Education, contributes a Foreword. (370.942) 


VISUAL METHODS IN EDUCATION. W. L. Sumner. Blackwell (Oxford), 
12s.6d. IC8. 231 pages. 8 plates. 26 figures. Bibliography. 8 appendices. 
This book is founded on a course of lectures and demonstrations given by the author 
in the post-graduate course in education and advanced courses for teachers at the 
University of Nottingham, where he is Senior Lecturer in Education. Chapters are 
included on visual tools for teaching and Icarning, visual methods and language, the 
principles of optical projection, the cinema in education, visual methods and the 
curriculum, and the organization of visual aids. Classified bibliographies offer sugges- 
tions for further reading, and much useful technical information is included through- 
out the book. (371.335) 
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PROJECTS AND THEIR PLACE IN EDUCATION. Jean M. A. Armstrong. 
Pitman, 6s. C8. 80 pages. 
A teacher who has used activity methods both in city schools in the poorer districts of 
Manchester and in rural schools in Devon, here offers help and suggestions on how to 
plan and carry out projects in Primary and Secondary Modern Schools. The aims of 
the project method are first discussed, together with the problems and pitfalls that 
may be met. Much space is given to descriptions of work which has been carried out by 
the author, and many suggestions for collecting together material for the various 
projects have been included. (371.36) 


THE SCHOOL LOOKS AROUND. A Book for Teachers about Local Surveys. 
Elizabeth Layton and Justin Blanco White. 2nd edition. Longmans, Green, 
8s.6d. D8. 173 pages. 12 figures, including maps. Tables. Appendices. 
List of films. 

The second edition of a book issued under the auspices of the Association for Educa- 

tion in Citizenship and first published in 1948, which offers suggestions on subjects 

for local surveys and methods of carrying them out. The chapter on ‘Sources of 

Further Information’ and the list of films have been thoroughly revised. The Appendix 

contains a number of examples of surveys which have been undertaken by schools and 

which illustrate some of the survey techniques and methods of presentation mentioned 

earlier in the book. (371.36) 


THE EDUCATION OF BACKWARD CHILDREN. Miriam E. Highfield 
(M. E. Hill). With an Introductory Chapter by H. Boyes Watson. New 
edition, revised. Harrap, 8s.6d. 1C8. 176 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Chapter 
bibliographies. Appendix. Index. 

Since the first publication of this book in 1939 by Miss M. E. Hill (now Mrs. Highfield), 

views on methods of selection and scholastic records have undergone considerable 

changes, and the first three chapters have been rewritten to bring them into line with 
the present outlook. The book presents the results of some three years’ experimentation 
in the organization of work in schools of the Southend-on-Sea Education Authority 
with dull and educationally retarded children, undertaken when the author was 
educational psychologist to the Education Committee. The introductory chapter is 
written by the Chief Education Officer of Southend-on-Sea. (371.9) 


EXPLORATION IN THE JUNIOR SCHOOL. H. Philips and F. J. C. McInnes. 
University of London Press, 8s.6d. C8. 272 pages. 14 plates. 21 figures. 
Bibliographies. Index. 

The Principal of Shenstone Training College, Worcestershire, and the Lecturer in 

Biology at the Diocesan Training College, Fishponds, Bristol, describe in this book 

“some of the experiences which resulted from the undoubted interest of children in 

exploring their immediate environment and which stimulated an attitude of whole- 

hearted endeavour. It also sets out as simply as possible, some of the conditions of 
school and classroom, and something of the attitudes and knowledge that are required 
of the teacher, that we have found in practice to be valuable in encouraging children’s 
efforts.’ The importance is stressed of the need for careful preparation, and for the 
practical development of exploration activities by following up discoveries and 
extending knowledge through the use of reference material. Problems and criticisms 
of activity methods of this kind are discussed and there is a concluding chapter on 
material for special reference and information. (372.213) 
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LONG TERM RESULTS OF INFANT SCHOOL METHODS. D. E. M. 
Gardner. Methuen, 8s.6d. C8. 119 pages. 16 illustrations. Tables. (Contri- 
butions to Modern Education Series) 


This book describes the continuation of a research first published in 1942, under the 
title Testing Results in the Infant School. The earlier study was a measurement of the 
attitudes and achievements of children in Infant Schools where the curriculum was 
based on their spontaneous interests, and where there was much freedom to talk and 
move and play—as compared with those of children equal in age and intelligence 
attending schools in similar social districts where more formal and traditional methods 
were used. The present study measures the attitudes and achievements of such children 
when they have reached the ages of nine and ten in Junior Schools which did not differ 
very widely from each other in method or curriculum. Miss Gardner is Head of the 
Department of Child Development, University of London Institute of Education. 


(372.241) 


COMMONSENSE SPEECH TRAINING. A Manual for Non-specialist 
Teachers. George Draper. George Newnes, 7s.6d. 1C8. 128 pages. 3 illus- 
trations. Diagrams. 


This manual is designed to help the general teacher in the development of a good 
standard of speech and self-expression in his pupils. After explaining the purpose of 
speech training and briefly outlining the methods he advocates, the author, who was 
formerly Organizer of Dramaand Speech Training, County Borough of Burton-on- 
Trent, deals with audibility; interest and vitality, which depend on inflexion, tempo, 
rhythm and expressive tone; and ear training. This leads to the last stage in the deve- 
lopment of the speaking voice—‘the inculcation of a certain amount of beauty into 
both the actual sounds made and the way in which they are made and strung together’. 
The manual concludes with a list of poems and exercises for use in speech training. 


(372.6) 


COLOURED PAPER CRAFT FOR INFANT SCHOOLS. Frederick T. Day. 
George Newnes, 5s. C8. 96 pages. 4 coloured illustrations. 51 figures. 
Following the success of Mr. Day’s earlier book, Coloured Paper Craft for Schools, this 
new volume aims to meet the needs of younger children, beginning at the stage when 
the child cannot even handle scissors. It deals with simple pattern designing from 
coloured gummed-paper shapes. Torn paper work is also dealt with, as well as simple 
scissor cutting. Suggested syllabuses of work for first- to fourth-year infants are given, 
and there is a chapter on picture framing, exhibitions of work, school contests and 
competitions. (372.874554) 


THE DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOLS OF NEW ZEALAND. Alan H. Thom. 
Whitcombe & Tombs (Christchurch, New Zealand) for the New Zealand 
Council for Educational Research: Oxford University Press (London), 10s. D8. 
151 pages. 4 photographs. 6 tables. 3 appendices. Index. (Educational Research 
Series) 

This survey is one of a series of studies on post-primary education in New Zealand. 

The origins of the secondary departments of the district high schools can be traced 


back to the grammar schools of Otago in the eighteen-sixties, and beyond that to the 
parish schools of Scotland. After sketching their history, this book devotes itself to a 
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consideration of the many problems with which they are now faced, especially those 
arising from the adoption of the policy of secondary education for all and from the 
fact that they are rural schools. Before taking up his present position as an inspector of 
post-primary schools, the author had varied teaching experience and was liaison officer 
at Victoria University College, Wellington. (373-9931) 


REPORT ON THE TEACHING OF GENERAL SCIENCE. Prepared by the 
General Science Sub-Committee of the Science Masters’ Association. 
Murray, 6s. D8. 136 pages. Tables. Bibliography. 

A revised edition of The Teaching of General Science. Part I (Interim Report), published 

in 1936, and Part II (Final Report), published in 1938. The detailed syllabuses pre- 

viously given have been fully revised and form a central feature of the new report. 

The report also contains chapters on the aims of science teaching, practical work, 

science for non-science specialists and a useful bibliography. (375-5) 


Commerce Communication 

ACCOUNTABILITY TO PARLIAMENT. Acton Society Trust. Acton Society 
Trust (Claygate, Surrey), 2s. sD8. 37 pages. Appendices. Paper bound. 
(Nationalised Industry, 1) 

The Acton Society Trust was established in 1948 as a non-political trust for the promo- 

tion of economic, political and social research. This pamphlet is the first of a series of 

twelve studies in nationalized industry edited by Gordon Rattray Taylor, who is 

Director of the Trust. It seeks to show how far Parliament has proved capable of 

supervising the newly nationalized industries. The two appendices analyse the ques- 

tions asked in the House of Commons on the industries concerned and give 2 list of 

the debates on the public control of nationalized industry. (380.1622) 


INTERNATIONAL ECONOMICS. S. Enke and V. Salera. Dennis Dobson, 
30s. D8. 747 pages. Facsimiles. Tables. Diagrams. Bibliography. 
This is a useful and clearly written account of international trade; it originally appeared 
in the United States in 1947. The first part is devoted to an analysis of such questions 
as tariffs, balance of payments, and rates of exchange; the middle section to a study and 
a brief history of commercial policy as operated by governments, with chapters de- 
voted to the U.S.A., the United Kingdom, the U.S.S.R. and international cartels; and 
the final section discusses financial and monetary policies, with chapters on the 
International Bank and the Monetary Fund. Each chapter has a short list of suggested 
further reading. (382) 


EXPORTING TO CANADA. Board of Trade. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s.6d. 
sR8. 72 pages. Map. Paper bound. 
This booklet is intended as a fairly comprehensive guide to the Canadian market for 
the use of British exporters, who should read it in conjunction with the publications of 
the Dollar Exports Board. Besides surveying the general possibilities, it gives hints on 
selling and distribution and the conduct of business; it also sets out the Canadian 
Government trade regulations and the British guarantees against export losses. The 
appendices contain statistics of Canada’s population and trade and a list of addresses 
likely to be useful to the exporter. (382.0942) 
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COMMONWEALTH TRADE IN 1949. A Memorandum prepared in the 
Intelligence Branch of the Commonwealth Economic Committee. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 6d. sR8. 22 pages. Paper bound. 

A Review of Commonwealth Trade, which the Commonwealth Economic Com- 

mittee published in 1949, was completed before the announcement of the new sterling- 

dollar exchange rates in September 1949; it did not undertake to give a full account 
of development after 1948. This supplementary memorandum reviews certain of the 
more important changes in Commonwealth trade which occurred during 1949, both 
as regards the self-governing members of the Commonwealth and the colonial 
territories. The presentation is statistical. (382.0942) 


SOVIET TRADE WITH EASTERN EUROPE 1945-1949. Margaret Dewar. 
Royal Institute of International Affairs, 8s.6d. sD8. 130 pages. Index. Paper 
bound. 

Mrs. Dewar, whose previous contribution in the field of Sovict affairs was Industrial 

Management in the U.S.S.R.; An Outline Study (1945), here presents a carefully 

annotated account of the dominant role of the U.S.S.R. in the post-war economic life 

and foreign trade of the Central and South Eastern European countries. Posing the 
two questions: What have the Eastern European countries to offer by way of export 
goods? and How far are their export surpluses limited by inter-regional trade, and, in 
particular, what are their commitments under agreements with the U.S.S.R.? she 
applies herself in this study chiefly to answering the second. Separate sections are 
devoted to the five satellite states, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Bulgaria, Hungary and 

Rumania, and Yugoslavia also is included in the picture since during the period 

reviewed it was still a member of the Eastern European economic sphere. In each case 

a brief outline is given of the respective country’s position during the war, its pre-war 

trade, and post-war economic trends. The text is usefully supported by twenty-two 

pages of appendices comprising relevant agreements between the U.S.S.R. and the 

several republics. (382.0947) 


THE FASCINATION OF RAILWAYS. Roger Lloyd. Allen & Unwin, 12s.6d. 
D8. 160 pages. Coloured frontispiece. 16 plates. 
Canon Roger Lloyd represents the not uncommon combination of learned cleric and 
railway enthusiast. The attraction began, with him, as a boy in Shropshire, his pleasure 
being to stand on a bridge over a main line while the expresses roared and rocked be- 
neath him, and it is with him yet, when—today—his railway experiences have been 
wide indeed. The present book consists in the main of a collected series of articles 
written ably round such subjects as ‘The Living Complexity of a Railway’, ‘The 
Traffic on the Line’, “The Man on the Footplate’, ‘Station Sauntering’, and “Travelling 
Hopefully’. Fellow enthusiasts will enjoy him, with the warning that his devotion 
does not extend beyond steam to diesel and electricity. (385.0942) 
Coastal Transport 
DOWN TOopPs’L. The Story of the East Coast Sailing-barges. Hervey 
Benham. With additional material by Roger Finch and Philip Kershaw. 
Harrap, 12s.6d. D8. 192 pages. 39 illustrations. 2 endpaper drawings. 
Glossary. Index. 
The history of the sailing-barges plying the east coast of England, and of the men 


who owned and manned them. The sailing-barge as the last survivor of the British 
sailing merchantman plays a diminishing part in the coastal transport of merchandise, 
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and the author pays a comprehensive tribute to her long and valuable service. After 
tracing her history, he gives detailed accounts of famous ‘stackies’ during the last 
fifty years and of their home ports from Spurn Head to North Foreland, and enlivens 
his narrative with vigorous stories of bargemen and their way of life. (387.29) 


Folklore: Nursery Rhymes 
NURSERY RHYMES. V. Sackville-West. Reissue. Michael Joseph, 7s.6d. 
L.Post 8. 70 pages. Drawings by Philippe Jullian. 

Miss Sackville-West makes no claim to scholarship and warns the reader that her book 
(first published in 1947 in a limited edition) is no more than ‘a few jottings’ on the 
subject. These ‘jottings’, however, have both learning and charm. As the author 
points out, the nursery rhyme is still largely an oral tradition in the keeping of nurses 
whose bedtime audience, like the audience of Homer, can ncither read nor write. Miss 
Sackville-West comments on the peculiarly violent nature of the majority of nursery 
rhymes, strange in bedtime stories, and traces some of them back to their origins. 
‘The House that Jack Built’, for instance, she identifies with the Jewish Haggadah, 
which may still be heard in synagogues at Easter and which has been interpreted as a 
story of the cumulative misfortunes of the Jewish race. (398.8) 


PHILOLOGY 
HOW WE SPEAK. A Handbook of Everyday Pronunciation. Frank Jones. 
Hutchinson, 6s. sC8. 143 pages. 
This book deals with difficulties of pronunciation, both general and of individual 
words, as they occur in everyday usage. Recognizing the stock arguments about 
*good’ and ‘bad’, or ‘right’ and ‘wrong’, in pronunciation and that pronunciation is 
not static and there is no standard English pronunciation, the author is guided by 
Accepted English, spoken with little differentiation by all educated people. He accepts 


1 


Fowler’s opinion that we should pronounce ordinary words as our neighbours, the 


general public, do. He points out, however, that since the circle of neighbours may be 
unfortun ately narrowed by the hard § fact that a person is often misle adingly labelled 
by his pronunciation, it might be advisable to rid oneself of such labels. The common 
difficulties and errors of vowel, diphthong and consonant formation are considered in 
detail and followed by pronunciation exercises. The most useful parts of the book will 
probably be found in the chapters on accentuation, the pronunciation of Greek and 
Latin proper names, and in the pronouncing glossary. This last part gives handy 
reference to many commonly used words that present difficulty. This is a practical and 
encouraging guide to the ‘ordinary citizen’ whom the author keeps in mind through- 


out the book. (421.5) 


PURE SCIENCE 
Societies 
THE YEAR BOOK OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF LONDON, I9§I. 
The Royal Society, 7s.6d. D8. 288 pages. Index. 
The Year Book of the Royal Society gives information on all aspects of the work and 
organization of the Society. It includes the Report of the Council for the 288th year, 
and the Statutes and Standing Orders of the Council. There is a list of Fellows and 
Foreign Members. The Royal Society appoints the British members to mectings of the 
International Council of Scientific Councils and of the International Unions in different 
branches of science, and the Year Book gives details of the various international 
committees. (506.242) 
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Calculus 
INFINITE MATRICES AND SEQUENCE SPACES. Richard G. Cooke. 
Macmillan, 42s. D8. 361 pages. Examples. Bibliography. Indexes. 

This is the only text-book to date that deals exclusively with this topic, which links 
several branches of mathematics and has important applications, e.g. to spectral theory 
and to quantization, as in computational theory. This present volume, after expound- 
ing fundamental concepts, deals mainly with summability of divergent sequences and 
series. Hilbert vector space is introduced. Original proofs from many sources are 
included, and there are examples for working appended to each chapter. The book is 
for the mathematician; applications to mathematical physics are to be given in a 
subsequent volume. (517.5) 


Surveying 
SURVEYING AND LEVELLING FOR BUILDERS. Noel Lees Reece. George 
Newnes, 35s. D8. 268 pages. 49 text figures. Tables. Appendices. Index. 
This work should be invaluabi: to the student preparing for the Higher National 
Certificate in building and of considerable use to the practical builder. The author has 
achieved a nice balance between theory and practice and has provided diagrams that 
are both easy to follow and attractive in appearance. Each branch of the subject—chain 
surveying, levelling, angle measuring and traversing—is divided into three parts 
covering the instruments used, field work, and office plotting and computations. The 
worked examples at the end of the book are helpful and there is a useful index. 
(526.9) 
Physics 
PHYSICS IN MEDICAL RADIOLOGY. Sidney Russ, L. H. Clark and 
S. R. Pelc. 2nd edition. Chapman & Hall, 25s. D8. 304 pages. 8 plates. 
Diagrams. References. Index. 


The purpose of this book is to describe fundamental principles connected with the 
production of electrical currents and different types of radiation in such a way that the 
medical radiologist will see their bearing in practice. To promote an understanding of 
the behaviour of electricity at rest or in motion, the fundamentals of electrostatics are 
discussed, and to explain the action of electrical machines used in medicine, before 
elucidating the principles of their construction, the authors discuss the behaviour of 
electro-magnetic fields. First published in 1928, the book has now been brought up to 
date. The section on physics has been revised and new material added, and those on 
Photography and Electrotechnics have been recast to include the many new devices 
and machines. A chapter on Tracer Technique has been added. The authors (the first 
is Professor Emeritus, Middlesex Hospital, and the remaining two are Physicists to the 
Hammersmith and Lambeth Hospitals and to the Medical Research Council, Radio- 
therapeutic Research Unit) hope with this book to fulfil the needs of those who have 
to keep abreast of developments in the physical and technical aspects of radiology. 
(530) 
puysics. S. G. Starling and A. J. Woodall. Longmans, Green, 42s. D8. 
1,317 pages. 11 plates. Figures in text. Tables. Indexes. 
This is a comprehensive one-volume summary of physics for a Pass Degree or sub- 
sidiary subject for an Honours Degree. It assumes in the reader a preliminary know- 
ledge at about the intermediate level. Subjects covered are Properties of Matter, Heat, 
Light, Sound and Electricity, with a chapter included on ancillary mathematics, a 
selection of mathematical and physical tables and exercises. The subject matter is 
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clearly laid out, with many line diagrams and plates, and it is up to date in topic and 
treatment. This book would be useful for reference or revision, as well as a text-book to 
be used under instruction. (530) 


QUARTZ VIBRATORS AND THEIR APPLICATIONS. P. Vigoureux and 
C. F. Booth for the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 30s. sR8. 384 pages. 64 plates. 186 figures. 27 tables. 
Appendices. Bibliography. Indexes. 

Since the publication in 1939 of the second edition of Quartz Oscillators and Resonators 

there has been a great increase in the knowledge and usage of piezo-clectric quartz, 

stimulated by the enormous demands for quartz units for frequency stabilization 
which arose during the war. This volume, based on the above book, takes account of 
these factors and of the important part quartz has still to play in the development of 
telecommunications, and the revisions and new matter included make it substantially 

a new work. A description of the bulk manufacture of quartz vibrators has been 

included, and the work covers the examination and selection of the raw quartz, bulk 

production of elements, their mounting, aging and testing, and the production plant 
required for these operations. It also deals with the performance and applications of 
the vibrators to stable frequency gencration, multi-channel telephony, radio trans- 

mission and ultrasonic submarine detection. (537.2) 

Meteorology 

THE OBSERVERS PRIMER. Air Ministry: Meteorological Office. 
4th edition. H.M. Stationery Office, 44. sR8. 14 pages. 2 figures. Paper 
bound. 

These short instructions in the method of taking and reporting readings of temperature 

and rainfall have been drawn up to meet the needs of meteorological observers in 


those British Colonies and Protectorates in which the stations are so inaccessible that 
only the simplest observations can be made. (551.5) 


UPPER AIR ANALYSIS AND TROPICAL FORECASTING. R.A. S. Ratcliffe 
for the Air Ministry: Meteorological Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 9d. 
sR8. 20 pages. 12 figures. Bibliography. Paper bound. (Meteorological 
Reports No. 8) 

This report contains nothing fundamentally new, but is intended to show a few of the 

more important ways in which upper air analysis can be of assistance to the tropical 

forecaster with special reference to the Indian Ocean. It is based on daily analysis of 
upper air charts at the Joint Meteorological Centre, Colombo, during 1945. The types 
of charts from which the experience has been gained are (1) isopleths of the thickness 
of the 1000-500-mb. layer incorporating thermal winds taken between 2,000 ft. and 

15,000 (or 20,000) ft., as available, and (2) contours of the 700-mb. pressure surface 

incorporating thermal winds and thickness lines for the 1000-700-mb. layer as well as 

actual winds and heights on the 700-mb. surface. (551.51) 


Prehistoric Archaeology 

THE STORY OF PREHISTORIC CIVILIZATIONS. Dorothy Davison 
Watts, 12s.6d. 1C8. 280 pages. Frontispiece and 84 line drawings, including 
maps and charts. Bibliography. Index. Endpaper map. 

Miss Dorothy Davison has long played a useful part as an interpreter of archacology to 


the general reader. The present book is concerned with that phase of human history 
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in which simple societies had mastered the techniques of agriculture and stock-breeding 
but had not yet adopted city life or developed the art of writing. In her account of 
these peoples whose unrecorded economic revolution made possible the flowering of 
the ancient civilizations, she has succeeded in simplifying and animating the often 
austere works of scholarship on whose authority she depends. Miss Davison describes 
the spread of the farming economy by way of both the Mediterranean and the Danube 
Valley into western and northern Europe, and its adoption among the aboriginal 
hunting tribes of those distant lands. The book is agreeably written and generally 
accurate and up to date; the line drawings illustrating archaeological material and the 
comprehensive maps and charts have been specially prepared by the author. (571.2) 


Anthropology 
SOCIAL ORGANIZATION. Robert H. Lowie. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 25s. 
D8. 475 pages. List of tribes and their locations. Bibliography. Index. 
(International Library of Sociology and Social Reconstruction) 
The Professor of Social Organization in the University of California is an eminent 
American anthropologist and author of Primitive Society (1920). In the present book 
(first published in the U.S.A. in 1948) he has assembled historical material and the 
latest theories on the social organization of all peoples and times, on such subjects as 
kinship, marriage, property, law, religion and education. The evidence is drawn from 
the social institutions, units and organization of the simpler peoples, but there are 
comparisons, for instance, between primitive societies and the European class system, 
between tribal clubs and English eighteenth-century coffee houses. The final section 
contains accounts of the social organization of the Crow Indians, the Buinese, the 
Shilluk and Imperial Austria. The author discusses the psychological aspects of social 
custom, some recent applications of statistics to the study of correlation, and gives 
emphasis to the problems of ethnic interrelations. This is an important text-book and 
reference book of cultural anthropology. ($72) 


BROWN MEN AND RED SAND. Journeyings in Wild Australia. Charles P. 
Mountford. Phoenix House, 18s. D8. 192 pages. 63 illustrations. Index. 
This sympathetic account of life among an often misunderstood race is essentially a 
book for the general reader, although it contains much reliable anthropological 
information on the legends and customs of the natives of the Australian interior. The 
general story of the author’s journey to the Musgrave Ranges and western Central 
Australia is interwoven with the native legends of the natural features of the regions 
traversed and illustrated with excellent photographs. The book was first published in 
Australia in 1948. (572.994291 ) 


Botany 
WILD FLOWERS OF CHALK AND LIMESTONE. J. E. Lousley. Collins, 
21s. ID8. 272 pages. 52 colour photographs. 29 monochrome plates. 
17 maps. 16 diagrams. Bibliography. Index. (The New Naturalist Series) 
Another addition to the botanical volumes of this series, this is one of the most success- 
ful yet published. The chalk and limestone hills of Britain form one of the country’s 
most extensive geological features, and, botanically, contain its most important series 
of rocks. In this book the flora of these areas are for the first time considered as a whole, 
in series from south and east to north and west. The development of this fine flora is 
thus clearly shown, and it is also discussed in relation to the similar series found in 
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many other parts of Europe. The book is very well written, and the author’s great 
experience enables him again and again to fix some rare or interesting species in the 
reader’s mind by personal anecdote of its discovery or occurrence. The illustrations, 
especially those in colour, are superb, and the book, in every way a worthy addition 
to the series, will have an appeal for botanists and students of ‘natural history far outside 
the British Isles, or even the Continent of Europe. (582.13) 


AUSTRALIAN TREESCAPES. A Photographic Study. Article by Elyne 
Mitchell. Ure Smith (Sydney, Australia), 7s.6d. C8. 56 pages. Illustrations. 
oyaney / k 


This charming little book on Australian trees should prove a source of pleasure not 
only to Australians but also to those who have never experienced the fascination of the 
Australian bush. Elyne Mitchell’s introductory essay shows enthusiastic and discerning 
appreciation of various types of Australian trees as well as the regions in which they 
grow. It is written in a strong personal vein of reminiscence and should be helpful 
to non-Australians who want to understand some of the essential differences between 
European and Australian trees and scenery. There are some brief botanical notes on the 
main trees found in Australia and then 31 pages of photographs, most of which were 
taken by Harold Cazneaux. (582.160994) 


Microbiology 


MICROBIOLOGY FOR BAKERY AND CONFECTIONERY STUDENTS. 
W. W. McEwen. Churchill, 8s.6d. C8. 112 pages. Illustrations. Tables. 


Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 
g graph) 


This is a serious and generally successful attempt to introduce microbiology to bakery 
students. Intended for class work, its size has meant some compression, e.g. the coli- 
form test is given in the exercise but is not referred to in the text. There are omissions, 
e.g. no mention of salmonella type bacteria was found, and although staphylococci 
are mentioned the connection is scarcely drawn between these organisms and the part 
they play in food poisoning. On page 44 Nocuclear is misprinted f for Nuclear, but the 
book is well produced, well illustrated and should prove useful. There is a short index. 


(589) 
Zoology 


THE STANDARD NATURAL HISTORY: FROM AMOEBA TO MAN 
Edited by W. . Pycraft . Warne, 31s.6d. sR8. 956 pages. 12 colour plates. 
£ P 
Over ah strations in text. Index. 


Bearing in mind that it covers the whole of the animal kingdom in a single, by no 
means unwieldy, volume, this must be considered a remarkable book. Its contributors 
drawn mainly from the staff of the British Museum of Natural History, are all 
authorities on the various groups with which they have dealt, and the book can be 
safely recommended, for the student as well as for the general reader. It is, in fact, 
remarkable how fully each group is covered, not only by general descriptions, but 
with accounts of the more unusual or interesting individual species. The principal 
criticism, in fact, is perhaps that the illustrations are far below the standard of the rest 
of the book, be because they consist in too many instances of photographs of 
stuffed museum specimens or of untypical specimens in zoological gardens. _ (590) 
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THE RIGHT WAY TO KEEP PET FISH. Reginald Dutta. Foreword by 
H. F. Vinall. A. G. Elliot (Kingswood, Surrey), 6s. C8. 156 pages. Fish 
drawings (Breeds) by L. R. Brightwell. Index. 

This is a simple and straightforward book for the amateur aquarist. An especially 

useful point is that the subject is approached from a commercial point of view, in that 

the would-be keeper of pet fish is amply warned of the dangers of buying unknown 
species from dealers about whom also little is known. Every aspect of this fascinating 
hobby—and it is one whose popularity is increasing greatly—is dealt with, in simple 
language, and with information on such auxiliary matters as the selection of plants for 
the aquarium, diseases, and troubles with water supply. Finally, there are brief illus- 
trated descriptions of common species suitable for cold-water and tropical aquaria, 
with notes on their life-history and care. (590.7) 


HIGH JUNGLE. William Beebe. John Lane The Bodley Head, 18s. D8. 
391 pages. 48 photographs. Map. Appendices. Index. 
Known all over the world for his explorations in many lands and seas, Dr. Beebe has 
for forty years been a leading specialist in research into tropical zoology. This book 
tells of work done during a prolonged stay high up in the cloud forest zone of the 
Venezuelan jungle. Birds, animals, insects and creatures of every other kind provide 
the bulk of the material for a brilliant book, in which the scientific aspects of tropical 
research are skilfully combined with the feeling of adventure inseparable from life in 
this most exciting and least explored of areas. Dr. Beebe is not only a remarkable 
scientist in his own right, he is also an outstanding interpreter of exploration and 
research and his book is as readable for the layman as it is full of interest for the 
zoologist. (591.987) 


ANIMALS WITHOUT BACKBONES. Ralph Buchsbaum. 2 vols. Penguin 


Books, 2s.6d. each (Double volumes). sC8. Each 208 pages. Illustrations. 

Drawings in text. Index (in Vol. 2). Paper bound. (Pelican Books) 
This Pelican edition of a book already well known in America provides for the student 
as well as the lay reader a most valuable introduction to the Invertebrata. Although the 
chapter headings are not technical, each chapter does in fact deal with a different 
group, and the order followed is that now normally adopted in zoological text-books. 
The method employed is to illustrate each group by a disctission of individual types, 
backed by excellent drawings, many of which show microscopic structure of tissues, 
and similar detail. For the lay reader, the book is made the easier to handle because 
more specific or technical information is printed in smaller type, which can be 
omitted without affecting the general sense. At the same time, the serious student of 
the subject will find an enormous amount of information provided in most palatable 
form. It is perhaps unfortunate that the division of the volumes comes part of the way 
through a Phylum (Mollusca), and that there is an index only at the end of Volume 
Two, which seriously qualifies the claim that the two volumes can be used indepen- 
dently. The photographic illustrations, bound all together at the centre of each 
volume, are excellent and those showing details of life-histories are especially useful. 
The pages are numbered consecutively through the two volumes. (592) 


SOIL AND FRESHWATER NEMATODES. T. Goodey. Methuen, 45s. D8. 
416 pages. 191 drawings. Appendix. Bibliography. Index. 


The study of nematodes or round-worms is a branch of applied biology which has so 
far lagged greatly behind, and a great proportion of the modern work on the subject 
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has in fact been done by the author of this excellent book, who is already known for 
his earlier book on Plant Parasitic Nematodes. The book comprises an introductory 
section, consisting of a chapter on technique and a good account of the general struc- 
ture of round-worms; and the systematic section, in which the various species are 
classified, described, and illustrated. A short appendix deals with ‘hair-worms’ 
(Nematomorpha), and there is a full bibliography. Each species or genus is described in 
considerable detail, with useful notes on its bionomics, and the book, which is in 
effect a synthesis of all available modern work on this group, will be widely welcomed 
not only by nematologists but also by workers in allied sciences who come across 
round-worms in the course of their work. It is safe to consider it as a new standard 
work on its subject, and it is world-wide in scope and usefulness. (595.13) 


ANOPHELES AND MALARIA IN THE NEAR EAST. Anopheline Surveys in 
Syria and Lebanon, by H. S. Leeson. Anophelism and Malaria in Trans- 
jordan and in the neighbouring parts of Palestine and Syria, by W. H. R. 
Lumsden and J. Yofe. The Anopheline Mosquitoes of Iraq and North 
Persia, by T. T. Macan. Introduction by P. A. Buxton. H. K. Lewis, 35s. 
sC4. 235 pages. Frontispiece map. Illustrations. Maps. Plans. Charts. Tables. 
Bibliography. (London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine Memoir 
No. 7) 


This book marks the return to publication, after a lapse of thirteen years, of the 
Memoir series of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. It is an 
account of survey work carried out chiefly by Malaria Field Laboratories of the British 
Army during the war, and forms a valuable addition to the knowledge of malariology 
of the region covered. As this area—Transjordan, Syria, Iraq, and Iran—is a border 
zone or mecting place between mosquitoes of different origins, the distribution records 
will be of especial interest to entomologists. Valuable topographical, meteorological 
and hydrographical data introduce the mosquito and malaria surveys, which are 
illustrated with excellent maps and photographs. The previous literature is not large, 
but the references given at the end of each section represent the history of the subject 
and include names outstanding in entomology and tropical medicine. (595.771) 


USEFUL ARTS AND APPLIED SCIENCE 


Exhibitions 
THE GREAT EXHIBITION OF 1851. A Commemorative Album. Com- 
piled by C. H. Gibbs-Smith. H.M. Stationery Office, 6s. M8. 142 pages. 
100 plates. Bibliography. 
This album has been compiled by the Keeper of the Department of Museum Extension 
Services, Victoria and Albert Museum, London. The Museum is a development of 
the cultural and educational centre, a cherished plan of the Prince Consort, that was 
established at South Kensington on a site purchased out of the large profits of the 
Great Exhibition; and it is in the galleries of this Museum that a model of the 1851 
Crystal Palace will be exhibited during 1951. In the introduction much of the 
story of the Crystal Palace is told in the words of contemporary Victorians, and 
many entries from Queen Victoria’s private journal are included. The illustrations are 
mostly from contemporary sources and the captions include contemporary com- 
ments. A delightful and scholarly picture-book. (606.0942) 
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1851 AND THE CRYSTAL PALACE. Christopher Hobhouse. 2nd edition, 
with an Introduction by Osbert Lancaster. Murray, 12s.6d. D8. 207 pages. 
49 illustrations. 


In his introduction to this edition of a book first published in 1937 Mr. Osbert Lan- 
caster traces admirably, and with considerable spirit, the change in the attitude towards 
the Victorian Age since the death of the Queen. He concludes: ‘the reissue of this 
book is not only a memorial of the centenary of the Exhibition it celebrates but also, 
in some measure, of its author’. Christopher Hobhouse was killed at an early age 
during the war; he had written a masterly life of Fox and one or two other volumes, 
but the present book was his first and perhaps his most characteristic. With the aid of 
many contemporary illustrations it tells the story of how this international exhibition 
came to be planned, of the proposals for the exhibition building and of Paxton’s great 
exploit in conceiving his revolutionary scheme, in completing his designs in a few 
days and in forcing them upon the Committee in the face of fierce opposition. It 
relates the brilliant success of the Crystal Palace, describes briefly the contents of the 
Exhibition, and follows the Palace’s fortunes from its re-erection at Sydenham to its 
destruction by fire in 1936. The subject is treated with such wit and sympathy that the 
book is a sparkling entertainment. (606.0942) 


Medicine and Surgery 
HEALTH AND DISEASE IN THE TROPICS. Charles Wilcocks. Oxford 
University Press, 15s. D8. 210 pages. 14 line drawings. Index. 

This book is intended mainly for administrative officers in the Colonial Service, 
plantation managers, missionaries and others who may be called upon to provide 
simple medical treatment or to institute sanitary measures in the course of their 
duties. It can, however, be unhesitatingly recommended to anyone without medical 
training who proposes to spend any considerable time in the tropics. It covers a wide 
field but is exceedingly lucid, matter of fact and readable throughout. The author, as 
Director of the Bureau of Hygiene and Tropical Diseases, the main function of which 
is to provide abstracts from current literature dealing with tropical medicine and 
hygiene, is particularly well qualified to present an up-to-date conspectus of his 
subject. (614.5) 


SAVILL’S SYSTEM OF CLINICAL MEDICINE. Dealing with the Diagnosis, 
Prognosis and Treatment of Discase for Students and Practitioners. Edited 
by E. C. Warner. 13th edition. Edward Arnold, 35s. D8. 1,226 pages. 
202 illustrations (4 in colour). Diagrams. Index. 


The original plan of Savill’s ‘System’ of more than forty years ago is still retained, as is 
his introduction expounding the features of his arrangement, by which the subject is 
elaborated from the symptoms indicating disease in organ or region, through physical 
signs of disease and methods of examination to the various disorders of the organ or 
region under discussion. The book, whose popularity has increased through the years, 
has now been carefully revised. Among the major revisions are the chapters on pyrexial 
disorders and infective diseases, tropical diseases, anaemias and the wasting diseases, 
blood examination, syphilis, blood transfusion and the rhesus factor. Many other 
subjects have been largely rewritten, a varicty of diseases added and new drugs in- 
cluded. In the arduous task of revision the editor has had the assistance of a team of 
specialists whose contributions add distinction to this standard text-book. (616) 


354 








PRINCIPLES OF PATHOLOGY. R. A. Willis. Butterworth, sos. SuR8. 
735 pages. 300illustrations, including coloured plates. Chapter bibliographies. 
Appendices. Index. 

The aim of this important new text-book of pathology is to provide the senior medical 

student with a comprehensive work covering the whole of pathology, elaborated from 

general principles and without the customary division into ‘general’ and ‘special’ 
sections. While lesions of the various organs are described with the principles and 
general processes which they exemplify, essential details are incorporated regarding 
the regional peculiarities of various diseases. Briefly, the author proceeds from an 
exposition of uncomplicated repair, inflammations, to the properties of bacteria, 
viruses and other parasites, to immunity as related to pathological processes, the effects 
of extraneous foreign bodies and poisons. He then discusses circulatory disturbances 
and disorders of the blood, tumours, endocrine disturbances, obstruction and dilation 
of hollow organs. Finally, chapters are devoted to sundry diseases of obscure nature 
and antenatal pathology. Consistent with the aim of the book, the fine photographs 
and diagrams are selected to illustrate general principles rather than diseases of the 
organs; and while there are few photographs of gross specimens, many low-power 
hand-lens magnifications are included. The three appendices give the meaning of 
names, brief notes on some great pathologists, and notes on the art of observation. 
Professor Willis has elaborated this text-book from notes prepared during the last 
twenty years for student lectures, and the result is a fine and scholarly work. (616) 


TEXT-BOOK OF ORTHOPAEDIC MEDICINE. Vol. 2. TREATMENT BY 
MANIPULATION AND DEEP MASSAGE. James Cyriax. 4th edition. 
Cassell, 18s.6d. D8. 351 pages. Illustrations. Index. 

To avoid overlapping, Dr. Cyriax, Physician to the Department of Physical 

Medicine, St. Thomas's Hospital, London, in this 2-volume text-book combines his 

Deep Massage and Manipulation Illustrated for physiotherapists and Rheumatism and 

Soft-Tissue Injuries for doctors. Vol. 1 is now in preparation. The present volume is 

still directed to the physiotherapist, and deals fully with the techniques of manual 

procedures, together with the principles underlying them. The author gives the pros 
and cons of various methods of treatment and the best ways of rehabilitation after 

soft-tissue injurics. Each technique is concisely described and clearly illustrated by a 

full-page photograph. (617.3) 


ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY. Walter Mercer. 4th edition. Edward Arnold, sos. 
D8. 1,028 pages. Illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
Written originally in response to the request of post-graduate students reading for the 
Fellowship in Surgery, and of undergraduates, that more permanent form should be 
given to a series of lectures, the author, Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery, University 
of Edinburgh, incorporates in this edition the advances made in this field during the 
last six years, many of them the result of wartime experience. Ideas and techniques 
which have not stood the test of time are omitted, each section is brought up to date 
and revised, and many of the chapters rewritten, including ‘General Affections of the 
Skeleton’, “Vencreal Diseases’, * Arthritis’, ‘ Affections of the Spine’, particularly of 
cervical and lumbar disc lesions, and ‘Complications of Trauma’. Some new illustra- 
tions have been added and substituted for older ones. There is a useful bibliography, 
drawing attention to fundamental work on the subject. (617.3) 
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EYES IN INDUSTRY. A Comprehensive book on Eyesight written for 
industrial workers. Dorothy A. Campbell, W. J. B. Riddell and Sir A. S. 
MacNalty. Longmans, Green, 30s. sR8. 250 pages. 26 plates (6 in colour). 
11 text figures. Tables. References. Appendices. Index. 

This book has its origin in a pre-war effort, centred in the University of Oxford, to 

improve the eyesight of industrial workers and establish an educational campaign 

throughout industry to promote better care of the eyesight. Convinced that happiness 
and efficiency are inseparable from good vision, lighting and colour, Lord McGowan 
and Sir Stewart Duke-Elder, in preface and introduction, commend the book to those 
on the management level in industry. Each author contributes a section of the book. 

Dr. Dorothy Campbell, Ophthalmic Surgeon to the Coventry and Warwickshire 

Hospital, writes on Eyesight and Work, including physiology, illumination and aids 

to vision. Professor W. J. B. Riddell follows with Visual Hazards in Industry and their 

Prevention, with chapters on agricultural and industrial hazards, and blind and par- 

tially sighted workers. Sir Arthur MacNalty, a former Chief Medical Officer to the 

Ministry of Health, concludes with Special Aspects of Industrial Eye Injuries and their 

Prevention, from the administrative and public health standpoints. Appendices sum- 

marize first aid treatment and essential equipment, give the schedule of Recommended 

Values of Illumination reprinted from the Illuminating Engineering Society’s Code 

for the Lighting of Building Interiors, 1946, visual standards in industry including the 

services, and certification of blindness. Although written for industrial executives, 
works’ medical officers and practitioners will welcome this well-planned, concise 
and practical work with its references to fundamental literature and government 

publications. (617.7) 


DISEASES OF CHILDREN’S EYES. James Hamilton Doggart. 2nd edition. 

Kimpton, 42s. R8. 320 pages. Colour plates. Illustrations. References. Index. 
This book, written in the hope that it may stimulate interest in the ophthalmic prob- 
lems of childhood, is based upon the author’s experience as Ophthalmic Surgeon, 
Hospital for Sick Children, Great Ormond Street, and Surgeon, Moorfields, West- 
minster and Central Eye Hospital, London. It is intended for the ophthalmic surgeon 
in training, the child’s physician and the practitioner, and although the consultant 
may be thoroughly conversant with the subject, he may welcome the amplified 
bibliographies in the compilation of which Mr. Doggart has drawn widely upon 
British, American and German sources. A description of retrolental fibroplasia is 
included, and new illustrations are substituted for less satisfactory ones in the first 
edition. (618.92) 


Engineering: Mechanical 
MODERN RAILWAY MOTIVE POWER. Brian Reed. Temple Press, 8s.6d. 
C8. 176 pages. Frontispiece. 23 illustrations. 25 text figures. Bibliography. 
Index. 
A useful survey, by a well-known writer on locomotive matters, of the main features 
and current trends in railway motive power practice. It affords a helpful introduction 
to the subject for students and all seriously interested—professionally or otherwise— 
in railway operation. As the author admits, it is not a text-book—the approach is 
neither sufficiently comprehensive nor the treatment sufficiently careful or adequate. 
Its value is that it is concise and readable, and throws useful light on the raison d’étre 
of much—both past and present—in the locomotive world, with many apposite 
comments, though occasionally these are of a controversial character. There is a lack 
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of balance and a failure to deal adequately with electric, diesel and gas turbine traction 
in comparison with the treatment of steam. The author stops short of the logical 
conclusion—and the really difficult part—of his task, and the real problem confronting 
railway managements today, namely, the assessment of the iiiee of the technical 
developments described and their part in the formulation of railway motive power 
policy and in the determination of the future sphere of each form of traction. (621.13) 


TRANSFORMERS: THEIR PRINCIPLES AND DESIGN FOR LIGHT 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. F. C. Connelly. Pitman, 35s. D8. 504 pages. 
[llustrations. Tables. Diagrams. Bibliography. 


While there is ample published information on heavy-current transformers, prior to 
the production of this work there has never been available to the designer a complete 
treatise on those for light-current engineering. The author has met the need for this 
admirably, and has at the same time achieved a readable book. He has not avoided 
mathematics—the steps are all worked out in detail—but it would not be quite 
practicable for the junior technician or radio service man to accept the results of thoee 
calculations which he was not mathematically equipped to make for himself, and still 
to produce a good design. The author has covered all types of small transformers 
operating at normal power frequencies which are used in light-current work and he 
has given special attention to the peculiar problems associated with those supplying 
rectifiers and vibrators. He deals also with the several types of radio frequency trans- 
formers—including the special case of the output transformer which is carrying D.C. 
—and with those for television receivers. With the useful bibliography given at the 
end of each chapter and the comprehensive index, the book will be an essential tool 
for the designer and laboratory worker. (621.3143) 


VOLTAGE STABILIZERS. F. A. Benson. Electronic Engineering, 12s.6d. D8. 
125 pages. Illustrations. Tables, Diagrams. Bibliography. 


For a variety of purposes, A.C. or D.C. mains voltages are required which do not vary 
with fluctuations of load current, system voltage or frequency and to achieve this, 
apparatus known as voltage stabilizers have been developed. This book reviews the 
different stabilizing methods, it gives a number of practical arrangements and states 
their merits and failings. The classes of stabilizers dealt with are those employing 
magnetic saturation, glow-discharge tubes, thermionic valves and certain other 
miscellancous circuits incorporating barretter tubes, metrosil bridge circuits, variable 
reactance, the fluorescent lamp and other devices. Hitherto voltage stabilization has 
been presented and discussed only in the scientific periodicals and this book is therefore 
valuable in presenting a fairly comprehensive survey of the subject as a whole. An 
extensive bibliography is provided for further study. (621.281) 


TELEVISION RECEIVING EQUIPMENT. W. T. Cocking. 3rd edition. 
Iliffe for ‘Wireless World’, 18s. D8. 396 pages. 283 photographs and diagrams. 
Glossary. Appendices. Index. 

The author is editor of the Wireless Engineer, and well known also to readers of the 

Wireless World, and this book, now in its third edition, is well established. The 

Preface explains that the first edition was published in 1940 and that in spite of there 

being no television broadcasting at that time it achieved popularity in connection with 

radar. Embodying radar experience the second edition was produced in 1946, and 
post-war developments have now rendered necessary the new revision. A claim made 
in the Preface and substantiated in the text is that ‘a large amount of new material has 
been added, and that many chapters have been rewritten’, and that in order to make 
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the work more easily readable but still useful to the designer the mathematical portions 
have been gathered in appendices. The author emphasizes the need for a good know- 
ledge of sound radio technique on the part of the reader and assumes throughout that 
this has been attained before approaching the subject of television. As may be expected 
from an author of such experience the book is comprehensive. (621.38836) 
- Roads 
THE INVESTIGATION OF ROAD FOUNDATION FAILURES. W. A. 
Lewis for the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research: Road 
Xesearch Laboratory. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.6d. sR8. 30 pages. 7 plates. 
10 figures. 2 tables. References. Paper bound. (Road Research Technical 
Paper No. 21 r) 
Failure of a road foundation is usually due to a combination of circumstances, and only 
detailed scientific investigations at the site and in the laboratory can disclose the im- 
portant factors. This paper outlines the various causes of foundation failures and the 
methods employed in examining them; the tests and data necessary to assess the condi- 
tion of the road structure and the subgrade are set out and a detailed discussion of a 
number of typical failures of both flexible and rigid pavements is also included. 
(625.73) 
Motor Vehicles 
THE MOTOR VEHICLE. A Descriptive Text-book for Students, Draughts- 
men and Ow ner-drivers. K. Newton and W. Steeds. 4th edition. Iliffe 
for ‘Automobile Engineer’, 35s. D8. 592 pages. Illustrations. Plans. Charts. 
Tables. Diagrams. Glossary. Index. 
The new edition of this authoritative work (first published in 1929) has been exhaus- 
tively revised and in parts rewritten and many new illustrations have been added. 
It provides an excellently balanced text-book in which all mechanical portions of the 
various types of motor vehicles are allocated a fair share of both text and illustrations 
of which there are some five hundred. Few, whether old or young, could fail to 
acquire new knowledge from its informative pages and drawings. A book of sound 
value to the serious student. (629.2) 


THE VILLIERS ENGINE. A Practical Guide covering all Models. B. E. 
Browning. ROYAL ENFIELD MOTOR CYCLES. A Practical Guide for 
Owners and Repairers. C. A. E. Booker. B.s.A. MOTOR CYCLES. A 
Practical Guide covering all Models from 1931. D. W. Munro. TRIUMPH 
MOTOR CYCLES.A Practical Guide covering all Models from 1937. A. St. 
J. Masters. Reprints. C Arthur Pearson, §s. each. C8. 152: 200: 168: 208 
pages. 60: 43: $1: 100 Siete Diagrams. Appendices. Tables. Indexes. 
(Motor Cycle Maintenance and Repair Series) 

These four volumes, identical in format and general make-up, are useful pocket hand- 

books me the amateur as well as the professional mechanic. They differ considerably 

in content. The Villiers Engine, for example, gives an account of all models of these 
famous tinal engines fom 1913 until after the Second World War, although 
the current serics of engines is not included. Every detail is discussed and illustrated 
and the book will be extremely valuable for those dealing with second-hand machines, 
especially since many of these engines have been used in the Continental motor- 
cycles. The Royal Enfield volume is divided into three sections, of which the first deals 
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with four-stroke models from 1937 to 1949; the second with the current two-stroke, 
and the third with new special models produced in 1949. Part 2 in particular gives a 
remarkably complete account of the machine. In B.S.A., the complete range of 
machines from 1931 to 1949 is discussed. Emphasis is laid on the tuning and main- 
tenance of old machines, and on how to improve performance and petrol consumption. 
The Triumph volume, dealing again only with machines from 1937 onwards, goes into 
great detail of dismantling and maintenance. In all these volumes the standard of 
illustration is high, and the general range of technical data and information ideal for 
the use of the mechanic in any country where these machines are found. (629.2275) 


Agriculture Rura! Life 
ME AND MR. MOUNTJOY. Ethelind Fearon. Macdonald, 12s.6d. D8. 
240 pages. Drawings by Bernard Reynolds. 

This charming book, in effect a sequel to the author’s Most Happy Husbandman, is 
largely concerned with a pig, the Mr. Mountjoy of the title. It is, however, as much for 
the > author’ s descriptions of {arming life in Essex, and for the picture she gives of one 
of the least spoiled parts of rural England, that many will read this volume. Here 
humour, close observation of men and animals, and a very real and deep love of the 
country itself combine to make a really happy book, which should appeal to a wide 
range of people in many lands. (630.1094267) 


THE SMALLHOLDER ENCYCLOPAEDIA. Edited by S. A. Maycock and 

John Hayhurst. C. Arthur Pearson, 25s. IM8. 784 pages. Illustrations. Tables. 
This is a remarkable book. In ten sections it covers almost every aspect of horticulture 
and agriculture likely to be undertaken on a smallholding, providing information, 
guidance and expert technical advice for everyone from the beginner to the expert. 
The first sections deal with vegetable, fruit and flower growing; then follow bees, 
rabbits, dogs, goats, pigs, farm livestock and crops, and poultry. Each section is sub- 
divided alphabetically, so as to form a miniature encyclopaedia of its own subject, and 
the entries are remarkable for their conciseness, simplicity and the care with which they 
have obviously been compiled. The actual compilation has been done largely by the 
staff of The Smallholder journal, who have many years’ experience of the problems and 
questions that arise on small, as opposed to full-size, agricultural holdings. The illustra- 
tions, which number several hundred, ably supplement the text, and are supported by 
tables wherever advisable. A special point is the use of series of photographs to 
demonstrate planting and cultivating and other techniques. Another point on which 
stress is rightly laid is the excellent cross-referencing, essential for the success of a book 
of this type. Altogether, this may be regarded as a single-volume library for the 
would-be, as well as the practising, smallholder. Much of the information is equally 
valuable overseas. (630.3) 


CROP VARIETIES. H. Hunter. Spon, 21s. D8. 239 pages. 24 plates. 35 tables. 
Chapter bibliographies. Index. 

Modern conditions make the careful selection of crops, and of varieties of crops, a 
matter of the greatest importance in raising and maintaining agricultural production. 

This book, which considers the past history and present situation of varieties of some 
eight key crops, is of topical interest as well as great practical value. The author deals 
with barley, wheat, oats, rye, field beans and peas, and flax, while a special chapter by 
Dr. G. P. Carson covers potatoes. Past research is described, as well as the evolution of 
modern varictics—especial attention being paid to wheat, barley and oats—and the 
special conditions for the recommended existing varieties are described. A further 
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chapter is devoted to schemes for cereal seed certification. Each chapter has a reference 
list and besides the excellent illustrations there are many statistical tables. This book 
will be widely welcomed by farmers as well as agricultural administrators and plant 
breeders, wherever these crops are grown. (633) 


ANIMALS AND THE LAw. T. G. Field-Fisher. Stevens & Sons, 4s. sC8. 
112 pages. Tables. Index. Paper bound. (° This is the Law’ Series) 

An account in easily understood language of the chief provisions of the law relating 

to animals. After a chapter on ownership of animals, there are chapters on liabilities 

of owners such as for injuries and trespass by animals, on criminal offences such as 

cruelty to animals, on game laws and poaching. This should prove a most useful 

general guide. The author is a barrister-at-law. (636.00037) 


MODERN POULTRY PRACTICE. M. Whalley Taylor. C. Arthur Pearson, 
35s. SR8. 394 pages. 5 colour plates. 142 illustrations and diagrams. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 

As the introduction points out, large-scale poultry-keeping is much more than a 

magnification of the keeping of a few birds in a garden or back yard, and this book is 

intended to be a guide especially to those who would take up the former occupation. 

Emphasis is laid on the fact that to be profitable poultry keeping must be efficient, 

and must follow the latest methods and take advantage of new and improved ideas 

to the utmost. The usual introductory chapters dealing with the historical and bio- 
logical background are followed by others devoted to different aspects of the subject, 
from the egg and incubation to the production of poultry for specific purposes, and 
finally, to hygiene and poultry diseases. In its analysis of modern ade and the 
good illustrations of new equipment, its provision of good tables for feeding-stuffs, 
etc., this book will be of great value not only to poultry specialists but also to general 
farmers who regard poultry as more than an incidental addition to their stock. The 
clear descriptions and illustrations of housing and equipment will be especially 
interesting to overseas readers. (636.5) 


Dogs Cats 
A GUIDE TO DOGS. John L. Blair and Joyce K. Cowley. W.& R. Chambers, 
ss.6d. sC8. 126 pages. Over 90 photographs. Index. Illustrated endpapers. 
This pleasant little book deals with the major breeds of dogs, and many of the lesser 
known ones, listing them alphabetically by breeds, or in small groups, as for example 
under ‘Draught Dogs’. In addition, the descriptive paragraphs are interspersed with 
legends of many lands about dogs, and with reproductions of early paintings in which 
contemporary dogs are shown. The range is thus very wide and the book avoids the 
air of being only a catalogue, common to many such works. The illustrations are 
excellent and the book makes a good pocket guide to dog shows. (636.7) 


THE BOOK OF THE SIAMESE CAT. Rose Tenent. Rockliff, 18s. D8. 
140 pages. 32 plates. Index. 


Siamese cats are increasingly popular, and this book makes the reasons abundantly 
clear. Besides general chapters dealing with their history and their present distribution 
as pets, it contains useful sections on breeding and rearing and exhibiting these charming 
animals. The photographs are especially good, and give an excellent idea of the ideals 
aimed at by the serious breeder, while they also show well enough the points which 
attract the ordinary owner, who is interested in the beauty and personality rather than 
the value of Siamese cats. (636.81) 
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Printing 
SCIENCE FOR PRINTERS. L. G. Luker. Foreword by F. W. Cludlow. 
Griffin, 17s. sD8. 188 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
The author has been in turn a journeyman, foreman, manager and employer in the 
printing trade, and his work is a pioneer effort to set out some of the chief scientific 
facts behind the problems of the craft. The book describes the chemistry and properties 
of raw materials and explains with many illustrations how they can be microscopically 
and chemically tested in the print shop. Dr. F. W. Cludlow, formerly head of the 
Science Department of the London School of Printing, and now at Manchester 
College of Technology, has written a foreword. (655) 


Chemic Technology 
REPORT OF THE CHEMISTRY RESEARCH BOARD, WITH THE REPORT 
OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE CHEMICAL RESEARCH LABORATORY 
FOR THE YEAR 1949. Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 3s. sR8. 102 pages. 13 figures. 31 tables. Appendices. 
Paper bound. 
During the year there have been some additions to the current work in progress in the 
Chemical Research Laboratory. These include a study of boiler tube corrosion and an 
investigation on the conversion of rock phosphate into fertilizer by methods that may 
reduce the amount of sulphuric acid now used in the industry. The Laboratory has 
also been assigned the responsibility for the maintenance of a National Collection of 
Industrial Bacteria, and a detailed statement of the arrangement is made in the Direc- 
tor’s Report. The High Polymers and Plastics Section is now engaged on two main 
topics (1) the study of ion-exchange resins, (2) the relationship between the properties 
and chain-length of carefully fractionated linear polymers. The report covers the work 
of this section, the Corrosion of Metals Group, and the Inorganic, Radiochemical, 
and Organic Groups. (660.72) 


Metallurgy 
THE STRUCTURE AND MECHANICAL PROPERTIES OF METALS. 
Bruce Chalmers. Chapman & Hall, 18s. D8. 141 pages. Illustrations. Charts. 
Tables. Diagrams. Index. 
Himself an investigator in the field of metal physics, the author here outlines the stage 
reached in the efforts of metallurgists and physicists to relate the technical properties of 
metals and alloys to their structure. The treatment is as simple as possible, assuming in 
the reader a general elementary knowledge of chemistry and physics and a familiarity 
with certain terms commonly used in engineering. Literature references, other than a 
few volumes for further study mentioned in the preface, are avoided. There is room 
in this field of study for a book at this level, and Professor Chalmers’s monograph will 
be read not only by metallurgical students and metallurgists, but also by i in 
other sciences. It is one of a series on metallic materials issued under the authority of 
the Royal Aeronautical Society. (669) 
BASIC REFRACTORIES: THEIR CHEMISTRY AND THEIR PERFOR- 
MANCE. J. R. Rait. Iliffe for ‘Iron and Steel’, 60s. D8. 408 pages. 110 illus- 
trations and diagrams. 112 tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 
This is a specialist’s book. It covers, for the first time in book form, the fundamental 
chemistry of magnesite, chrome-magnesite, dolomite, and forsterite refractories, 


361 





most of the work reported being the original research of the author. The approach to 
the subject is via the relevant equilibrium diagrams; the formation of liquid in basic 
refractories at high temperatures is also examined from the theoretical standpoint. A 
final chapter shows how the physical chemistry of the preceding 300 pages can be 
applied to the study of the factors affecting the durability of basic refractories in the 
steel industry. (669.7) 


Manufactures: Wood 
COLONIAL TIMBERS. C. W. Bond. Pitman, 30s. D8. 208 pages. 46 colour 
plates. 46 drawings. 23 illustrations in text. Appendix. Index. 


The present world timber famine makes the exploration of new sources of timber more 
than usually important. In this book forty-six valuable timbers from the British 
Colonial Empire are described. Full details are given on place of origin, uses, technical 
and other qualities, covering everything which the prospective user may wish to 
know, and supplemented by a fine colour plate of each timber. Before the technical 
descriptions, the book has a very good series of introductory sections, dealing with 
nomenclature, the structure, physical, chemical and mechanical qualities of the wood, 
kiln drying, etc. These are clearly and concisely written and help to make the whole a 
really valuable addition to the literature of its subject, and of world-wide use. (674) 


Building 
REPORT OF THE BUILDING RESEARCH BOARD, WITH THE REPORT 
OF THE DIRECTOR OF BUILDING RESEARCH FOR THE YEAR I949. 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. H.M. Stationery Office, 
3s. SR8. 64 pages. 16 plates. 4 figures. References. Appendices. Paper bound. 
The Director’s Report is divided into sections dealing with: General Research and 
Co-operative Investigations in materials, building construction, design and per- 
formance of structures, soil mechanics, efficiency of buildings, and colonial housing 
and building, and the functions of the new branch Laboratory established at Thorn- 
tonhall near Glasgow; the Interdepartmental Examination Panel on House Construc- 
tion and the Post-War Study Committees; Enquiries and Special Investigations. An 
appendix gives a list of reports, etc., published during 1949, and there is a brief list of 


films available for loan. (690.72) 


BUILDING AND PUBLIC WORKS ADMINISTRATION, ESTIMATING, 
AND COSTING: for the use of Civil Engineers, Surveyors, and Building 
Contractors. Spence Geddes. 3rd, revised and enlarged, edition. George 
Newnes, 30s. C4. 288 pages. 40 illustrations (including diagrams). Tables. 
Index. 


This work, first published in 1946, is now in its third edition. The sections on brick- 
work and excavation have been revised and extended, a section on incentive payments 
added, data on structural steelwork have been included in the Smith and Founder 
section and, throughout the book, plant and labour costs have been revised to accord 
with current rates. The basic data for estimating are given as man and machine hours 
so that the tables will not go out of date as plant working costs and rates of pay 
fluctuate. The work contains an unusual volume of data, all useful and clearly and con- 
veniently assembled. The organization of the material by Trades (Bricklayer, 
Carpenter and Ironmonger, Concretor, Excavator, etc.) and 2 comprehensive index 
facilitate reference. (692.5) 
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TEST WALLS FOR ASSESSING CONSTRUCTION TIMES WITH NEW 
BUILDING BLOCKS. W. Kinniburgh for the Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research: Building Research Station. H.M. Stationery 
Office, od. sR8. 12 pages. 4 plates. 3 figures. 3 tables. References. Appendix. 
Paper bound. (National Building Studies: Technical Paper No. 9) 

In assessing the practical value of a new type of building block it is necessary to take 

into account the construction times that it will require. This report provides data, 

derived from trials made at the Building Research Station, on the basis of which the 
relative rate of construction to be expected with any new type of block can be obtained 
from trials on a standardized test-wall. The houses against which the walls were 
standardized were of the ordinary goo sq. ft. local authority type, which so far as the 
outer shell is concerned represents the bulk of present-day house-building in Britain. 


(693) 
FINE ARTS AND RECREATION 


Art Galleries and Museums Exhibitions 
THE NATION'S PICTURES. Edited by Anthony Blunt and Margaret 
Whinney. Chatto & Windus, 18s. M8. 324 pages. 127 illustrations. Index. 
A guide to fifty picture galleries in England, Scotland and Wales written by the 
directors or senior assistants of each institution. Historical development as well as an 
account of the more important pictures is included in these essays, some of which 
provide interesting information on the varied origins of Great Britain’s national and 
municipal collections. Professor Blunt, Keeper of the King’s Pictures, opens with an 
excellent account of the Royal Collections at Windsor, Hampton Court, Kensington 
Palace and elsewhere. The London galleries follow next and then the provincial 
galleries in alphabetical order. There is also an interesting section about the pictures in 
certain great houses now owned by the National Trust and open to the public. An 
average of three pictures from each gallery are reproduced in the plates. This is a use- 
ful guide book for visitors and a refreshing reminder to those who already know some 


of the galleries, but it suffers from an incomplete index which omits a considerabic 
number of artists’ names. (708.2) 


TREASURES IN CAMBRIDGE. Carl Winter. Longmans, Green for The 
British Council, 2s. sF4. 45 pages. 32 plates. 2 illustrations in text. Notes. 
Map. Paper bound. (Treasures Series) 

The second in a series of paper-covered booklets illustrating the principal artistic 

treasures in selected English cities. Mr. Carl Winter, Director of the Fitzwilliam 

Museum, Cambridge, introduces the thirty-two plates illustrating manuscripts, paint- 

ings, ceramics, metalwork, furniture and textiles in the possession of the colleges and 

museums of this famous East Anglian university town. A short introduction, details 
of hours of opening of exhibitions, a map and notes are useful supplementary features. 


The plates are of good quality and the booklet well-designed with a simple, but 
distinguished, cover. (708.259) 


THE ART OF INDIA AND PAKISTAN. A Commemorative Catalogue of 
the Exhibition at The Royal Academy of Arts, London. Edited by Sir 
Leigh Ashton. Faber, 126s. M4. 297 pages. 152 monochrome plates. 8 colour 
plates. Bibliography. Glossary. Indexes. 

This catalogue commemorates the Exhibition of Indian Art held in London in the 

winter of 1947-8. The original catalogue entries have been extensively revised and 
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enlarged, each section being introduced by a recognized expert. Professor Codrington, 
of London University, writes on Indian sculpture, Mr. Basil Gray, Keeper of the 
Department of Oriental Antiquities, British Muscum, London, on painting, and Mr. 
John Irwin, Assistant Keeper (Indian Section) of the Victoria and Albert Museum, on 
textiles and the minor arts. The Appendix contains a thirteen-page bibliography, a 
glossary and indexes. Over one hundred and fifty monochrome plates at the end of 
the book illustrate all aspects of the exhibition, with eight colour plates, mounted on 
attractive pale green paper incorporated in the text. The 1947-8 exhibition assembled 
in one place the most comprehensive collection of Indian art ever displayed. This 
commemorative volume is both an authoritative record and a detailed survey of the 
subject. (709.540074) 
Architecture 
AN OUTLINE OF EUROPEAN ARCHITECTURE. Nikolaus Pevsner. 3rd 
edition, revised and enlarged. Penguin Books, 3s. sC8. 304 pages. 105 illus- 
trations. 100 figures in text. Bibliography. Glossary. Indexes. Paper bound. 
(Pelican Books) 
This is the third Penguin edition of one of the most readable and, despite its brevity, 
one of the most useful reference books on European architecture that have ever been 
published. It contains a number of additions to the text of the first (1943) and second 
(1945) editions and twice the original number of plates. The author, at present Slade 
Professor of Fine Art in the University of Cambridge, is an architectural critic and 
historian of international reputation and needs no introduction. He tells the story of 
Western and Central European architecture during the past thousand years by dis- 
cussing a few outstanding buildings in each period in some detail, wisely resisting the 
temptation to catalogue everything—an impossibility in so small a book. Included also 


are a good index, a bibliography of remarkable excellence and, apart from the plates, a 
great many plans and line drawings in the text. The volume represents extraordinary 
value for the price. (720.94) 


NINETEENTH CENTURY ARCHITECTURE IN BRITAIN. Reginald Turnor. 
Batsford, 21s. M8. 128 pages. 127 illustrations. Index. (British Art and 
Building Series) 

The catcalls which until a very few years ago greeted any mention of Victorian 

architecture are today less vociferous, and it is now possible to treat dispassionately the 

fall from Georgian and Regency grace to mid-century anarchy and the subsequent 
very gradual return to more rational principles. Reginald Turnor, an architect and 
writer of some standing, traces the chequered course of British nineteenth-century 
architecture in a pleasantly unprejudiced manner, and succeeds in reminding us of the 
surprising amount of good architectural work that emerged in the second fifty years. 

His attractive book, which should appeal to the intelligent general reader, contains 

over one hundred and twenty illustrations, mostly good photographs by A. F. 

Kersting. (720.942) 

Drawing 

ENGLISH DRAWINGS, STUART AND GEORGIAN PERIODS, IN THE 
COLLECTION OF HIS MAJESTY THE KING AT WINDSOR CASTLE. 
A. P. Oppé. Phaidon Press, 50s. IM4. 215 pages. 118 plates. 68 illustrations 
in the text. Concordance. Indexes of persons, subjects and places. 

Four years ago Mr. Oppé, whose scholarship has much enriched the current literature 

of English drawings and water-colours, published an account of the work of Paul and 
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Thomas Sandby in the Royal Collection; he has now issued the result of his wartime 
examination of the same marvellous source in a volume covering, roughly speaking, 
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. His field is the work of artists who, with one 
or two exceptions, were in flourish before the reign of William IV, and who were 
born before 1785. Many of the greatest artists produced by this country are therefore 
included, Hogarth, Rowlandson, and Blake among them. Many of the drawings— 
indeed the majority—are reproduced for the first time, and of their quality it is 
enough to say that they grace even this superlative and catholic Collection. Nor is it 
static. The interest of the present Queen, in water-colour particularly, is well known; 
less well known is the fact that the Royal Collection has had continuous additions 
made to it during the present century from the work of many classical artists already 
well represented at Windsor, ‘very largely’, as Mr. Oppé says, ‘through the know- 
ledge, taste and generosity of H.M. Queen Mary’. This is a source-book of first-rate 
usefulness. Mr. Oppé’s notes are succinct, rich in information, never lacking in precise 
references, and they provide exactly the material needed for detailed study. That is 
their purpose. But a general reader, desiring to have a wide-ranging feast of the work 
of some of the most representative, though not always the best-known, British 
masters, could scarcely hope for more variety. (741.94206) 
Artistic Furniture 
WELSH FURNITURE. An Introduction. L. Twiston-Davies and H. J. Lloyd- 
Johnes. University of Wales Press (Cardiff), 21s. sR8. 62 pages. 126 illustra- 
tions. Appendix. 
An introduction to Welsh furniture profusely illustrated with plates showing a wide 
range of furniture from chairs and tables to barometers, preaching-desks and cradles. 
The text discusses the furniture under such headings as, Beds, Chests, Court Cup- 
boards, and concludes with an Appendix of furniture inventories from the sixteenth 
to eighteenth centuries. Traditional craftsmanship survived in Wales at least a century 
longer than in England; the persistence of furniture designs and styles long after they 
had become outmoded elsewhere is of considerable regional interest and illustrates the 
importance of provenance in accurately dating furniture. (749.29429) 
Painting 
THE GROWTH OF CANADIAN PAINTING. Donald W. Buchanan. Fore- 
word by Eric Newton. Collins, 35s. C4. 112 pages. 76 plates (16 in colour). 
List of plates. Index. 
An account of modern Canadian painting told in the form of short essays on forty 
painters, most of whom are still living. The author is editor of the periodical Canadian 
Art and has personal knowledge of many of the artists. His essays agreeably combine 
biography, anecdote and criticism though he has a fondness for journalistic phrases to 
summarize the character of each painter; the French-Canadian Alfred Pellan (b. 1906) 
is labelled as the “magnifico of modernism’. In a short foreword the well-known 
English art critic Eric Newton testifies to the vitality and enthusiasm of Canadian 
painting, qualities re-emphasized in the plates. These are excellent, with adequate 
annotations, and indicate something of the diversity of the Canadian landscape and 
urban scene. (759.11) 
Photography 
DONOVAN ON CHILD PORTRAITURE. Donald J. Donovan. Fountain 
Press, 178.64. sR8. 128 pages. 76 photographs. Drawings in text. Index. 
On the jacket of this book the publishcrs state that the author reveals in it ‘the secrets 
of the methods and technique which have enabled him to achieve outstanding 
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success’. The statement would perhaps be justified if the word ‘secrets’ were omitted. 
Before the photographer tackles so difficult a subject as child portraiture his camera 
technique must, as Mr. Donovan implies, be a matter of second nature. Therefore 
matters of this kind are given relatively little space, and the greater part of the book is 
devoted to a description of the methods by which the author makes friends with his 
sitters and induces in them the happy and unselfconscious frame of mind which 
makes successful portraiture possible. It is, however, one thing to describe the manner 
of his own success, and quite another to enable the reader to succeed likewise. Through- 
out one is conscious of the omission of the one really essential piece of advice, namely, 
that the photographer should make sure that he possesses the right temperament. The 
book nevertheless makes interesting reading, and its illustrations are delightful. Mr. 
Donovan uses only daylight for his portraits, and handsomely justifies his “Te Deum’ 
on the subject. (770.282) 


STRAIGHTFORWARD PRINT MAKING. How to Turn your Shots into Fine 
Pictures. L. A. Mannheim. Focal Press, 5s. D8. 88 pages. Illustrations. 
Tables. Diagrams. Paper bound. 

A comprehensive account of print making at home, which would enable even the most 


ignorant amateur to produce prints of a good standard, at the smallest possible cost. It 
is illustrated by numerous clear and instructive line drawings. (770.2842) 


THE WORLD OF THE LEICA. With some Notes on Leica Technique by 

Philip Johnson. Fountain Press, 21s. 1\C4. 29 pages of text. 132 photographs. 
The 132 photographs of which this book largely consists were printed in Germany, 
and presumably were originally intended for publication there. This fact is responsible 
for the only faults: the occasionally awkward English titles and the absence of all but 
the German text to one fascinating series of scientific photographs. Philip Johnson has 
provided a short introduction, discussing a few of the pictures and going on to deal 
with familiar features of miniature camera technique. For the rest, the plates tell their 
own story, and, with one or two exceptions, display Leica photography at its best. 
Photographs from twenty-four countries comprise this selection. (771.3133) 


Music 
MUSIC. Background Notes for Schools, Colleges, Discussion Groups, etc. 
J. Raymond Tobin. Evans Bros., 6s. sC8. 185 pages. 

The chief value of this aid to teachers lies in the associative train of thought suggested 
by the very brief note form in which the material is presented. In many sections, 
historical notes or comments on the contemporary social scene are included. Part 1 
deals with composers, and the instruments of the orchestra; Part 2 with the elements 
of music. The standard is, on the whole, elementary and suitable for teaching children. 
Useful references to books and gramophone records are given. (780.4) 


MUSIC 1951. Edited by Ralph Hill. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. sC8. 288 pages. 
Musical examples. Paper bound. (Pelican Books) 
This enterprising annual, excellent value for its price, provides a review of many 
aspects of musical life in London, the provinces, and Scotland during 1950—British 
orchestras, ballet and opera, broadcasts, concerts—as well as a critical record of books 
on music, new printed music, and gramophone records (excluding long-playing). 
There is a special article on ‘Music in South Africa’ by Oliver Walker. The ten articles 
on general musical matters include an interesting attempt by A. D. Angadi to explain 
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the intricacies of Indian music so bewildering to the western ear; a discussion of 
William Walton’s symphony, by George F. Knight; ‘The Unknown Liszt’, by Hum- 
phrey Searle, indicative of the revival of interest in this composer’s music; and Hubert 
Foss’s lively commentary on ‘Thomas Hardy and Music’. (780.5) 


COUNTERPOINT. The Polyphonic Vocal Style of the Sixteenth Century. 
Knud Jeppeson. Translated from the German by Glen Haydon. Williams 
& Norgate, 15s. sD8. 302 pages. Musical examples. Appendix. Index. 

According to Dr. Jeppeson’s theory, expressed in the preface, the teaching of counter- 

point can be approached in two ways, represented by reference to the polyphonic 

styles of Bach and Palestrina. In that of Bach, the musical material is donna from 

a harmonic background; in that of Palestrina, the music is the result of thinking in 

terms of linear melody. The author, in common with other theorists, holds that the 

laws of Palestrina’s style are more appropriate than those of Bach to the teaching 
of students, and has written this text-book in that belief. The main part of this book is 
prefaced with an account of the earlier theorists and a section on technical matters, 

such as notation and the modes. Then follow the exercises in counterpoint, and a 

summary of contrapuntal laws completes the volume. English students should note 

that the translator is American, and therefore uses the terms ‘half-note’, ‘quarter-note’, 

etc. for minim, crotchet, and so forth. (781.4) 


The Theatre 


PRODUCING SHAKESPEARE. C. B. Purdom. Pitman, 18s. D8. 232 pages. 
31 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. (Theatre and Stage Series) 
The author of Producing Plays and The Swan Shakespeare, etc., has now devised for 
professional and amateurs a text-book to help them ‘gain Shakespeare’s effects by 
Shakespeare’s means’. From a description of the plays, theatres, stages, scenery, actors 
and audience in Shakespeare’s time, he gradually builds a picture of contemporary 
performances. Finally, to illustrate his argument, he gives a detailed account of a 
production of The Winter’s Tale carried out under his direction by a company of 
amateurs. (792) 


ON PRODUCING SHAKESPEARE. Ronald Watkins. Michael Joseph, 21s. 
D8. 335 pages. 4 plates. Drawings in text by Maurice Percival. Appendices. 
Indexes. 


The modern tendency of Shakespeare criticism has been to return to Shakespeare as a 
man of the theatre. Mr. Watkins's book is in the tradition of the pioneer work done by 
William Poel and the Elizabethan Stage Society, Granville Barker’s Prefaces and 
Cranford Adams’s The Globe Playhouse. He argues convincingly, with a wealth of 
illustration, that the only way to produce Shakespeare’s plays so that they reveal all 
their dramatic possibilities is to follow, as far as possible, the acting traditions of 
Shakespeare’s own company—the Chamberlain’s men. Shakespeare, he says, wrote 
with a certain kind of stage in mind and it is therefore quite wrong to produce his 
plays under the different conditions of the modern picture stage. Particularly illumi- 
nating are the sections on Elizabethan acting technique, scene rotation, properties and 
the personalities of Shakespeare’s company. Mr. Watkins reconstructs a production of 
Macbeth at the Globe so vividly that the reader has the impression of actually being 
present at the performance. Mr. Maurice Percival’s admirable drawings also contribute 
to this vividly concrete effect. (792) 
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THE YEAR'S WORK IN THE THEATRE, 1949-1950. Edited by J. C. 
Trewin. Longmans, Green for The British Council, 3s.6d. M8. 76 pages. 
s colour, 8 monochrome plates. 3 appendices. Index. Paper bound. 
This second annual issue gives a brief survey of memorable events in the theatre in 
Britain from 1 June 1949 to 31 May 1950. The contributors are mostly famous dramatic 
critics but they include a producer, an actress and a scenery expert. One chapter is 
devoted to an appreciation of George Bernard Shaw by Dame Sybil Thorndike, which 
she terms her vote of thanks to that great writer who died last year. The three appen- 
dices list the names of some of the more important theatrical books that appeared 
during the period, the dates of production of the principal plays, and the dates of the 
first performances and subsequent principal ‘runs’ of the plays of George Bernard 
Shaw. With its sound criticism and compact size, this publication will serve usefully a 
wide public both at home and abroad. (792.058) 


Sports and Games 

POINT COUNT BIDDING IN CONTRACT BRIDGE. No Trump and Suit 
Bidding. Charles H. Goren. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 4s.6d. 1C8. 160 pages. 
Diagrams. Paper bound. 

One of the best bridge players in the world at the present time here presents a method 

of valuing the hand and bidding at contract bridge which is simple to learn. Much 

time has been devoted to testing its accuracy and the author offers it as asound approach 


to the game and not as a ‘system’. It is clearly written and the valuation methods are 
continually, and admirably, summarized throughout. (795.41) 


THE GOLF CLINIC. Gene Sarazen and Others. Nicholas Kaye, 12s.6d. 
L.Post 8. 176 pages. 201 photographs by Arthur Haug. 
In this somewhat unusual and lavishly illustrated book, six of the greatest American 
golfers of recent years combine to explain the technique of the game. Gene Sarazen 
deals with grip and stance, Ed Oliver with the golf swing, Sam Snead with wood shots, 
Lloyd Mangrum with iron shots, Jim Ferrier with chipping, pitching and putting, and 
Ellsworth Vines with trap and trouble shots. These fundamentals of golf are presented 
simply and in a logical sequence with much practical advice and golfing wisdom. 
(796.352) 
FENCING. Geoffrey V. Hett. Foreword by C.-L. de Beaumont. 2nd edition. 
Pitman, 8s.6d. C8. 152 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 32 illustrations. Index. 
(Games and Recreations Series) 
The first edition of this book was published in 1939 and the new edition contains 
references to post-war developments in fencing and information about the National 
Training Scheme run by the British Amateur Fencing Association. The author, an 
international fencer who represented Great Britain in the Olympic Games, has pro- 
vided a readable book full of eminently practical advice to beginners and containing 
excellent accounts of modern fencing methods with all three weapons, foil, épée and 
sabre. (796.86) 


CRUISING UNDER SAIL. Eric C. Hiscock. Oxford University Press, 42s. 
M8. 498 pages. 65 plates. 71 diagrams. 3 appendices. Glossary. Index. 


This is one of the most comprehensive books ever to be written about cruising under 
sail. Covering every practical aspect of the subject and providing a complete ground- 
ing for the newcomer to the sport, the book will be of equal value to the experienced 
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cruising man, for it contains up-to-date and advanced information on almost every 
problem with which he is ever likely to be confronted. It is divided into three parts. 
The first, which covers the yacht and her gear, deals in detail with hull form, construc- 
tion, accommodation, rig, rope and rope work, masts and standing rigging, working 
sails, spars and running rigging, ground tackle, and ends with five examples of cruising 
yachts. The second, entitled Seamanship and Navigation, clearly describes manceuvr- 
ing under sail and sail-handling, lights and signals, weather, navigation, tides and 
passage making. The last part deals with the dinghy, auxiliary engine, safety at sea, 
flags and signalling, laying up and fitting out, and ship’s business. The appendices give 
lists of all the requirements when preparing a boat for an ocean cruise. The index is 
a full one, and the excellent photographs and diagrams add detail to the already clear 
and expressive text. The book is a library of cruising in itself. (797-124) 


THE RIGHT WAY TO SWIM. Winifred Gibson. A. G. Elliot (Kingswood, 
Surrey), 6s. sC8. 186 pages. 47 illustrations. 30 line drawings. Chart. Index. 


Mrs. Gibson has broadcast, lectured and examined throughout Britain on swimming 
matters and has produced films and film strips for instruction purposes. In this excel- 
lent guide, written with ability and enthusiasm, she has summarized her wide know- 
ledge and experience for all swimmers and for those concerned with the physical well- 
being of young people. (797.2) 


LITERATURE 


THE ENCHAFED FLOOD or The Romantic Iconography of the Sea. W. H. 
Auden. Faber, 10s.6d. D8. 126 pages. 


Mr. Auden describes his book, which was originally delivered as a series of lectures 
to the University of Virginia in 1949, as ‘an attempt to understand the nature of 
Romanticism through an examination of its treatment of a single theme, the sea’. As 
his starting point he takes a passage from the fifth book of The Prelude, in which 
Wordsworth describes a dream in which appear the symbols of the sea and the desert, 
the stone of Euclidian geometry, the shell of imagination or instinct, and the double- 
natured hero, half Ishmael, half Don Quixote. Auden devotes separate sections to each 
of these symbols and illustrates their use by various poets, including Shakespeare, 
Byron, Baudelaire, Lewis Carroll and Edward Lear. In The Prelude the dreamer holds 
the shell to his ear and hears a voice prophesying that the sca shall rise and overwhelm 
the children of man—that is, according to Auden, mankind is once more threatened'by 
the state of barbaric vagueness and disorder out of which civilization arose and into 
which it is always liable to relapse. In general, he shows that for the Romantics the sea 
symbolized the enviable vitality of wild life, as opposed to the ancient or medieval 
view of it as a perilous force against which the walls of the city had been built. In the 
Middle Ages the hero went out from the city into the desert to do battle with dragons 
and to find his soul. In our own time, Auden concludes, we need a newsort of hero—‘ not 
the nomad wanderer through the desert and over the ocean, but the less exciting figure 
of the builder who renews the ruined walls of the city’. His book (which can scarcely 
be so briefly summarized) both by the examples chosen and in the fresh and uncon- 
ventional way in which the argument is conducted, is both enchanting and profound. 

(8or) 








American Literature 
THE OXFORD BOOK OF AMERICAN VERSE. Chosen, and with an Intro- 
duction, by F. O. Matthiessen. Oxford University Press (New York and 
London), $5.00 or 30s. C8. 1,188 pages. Biographical note. Index of first lines. 
This valuable companion to The Oxford Book of English Verse contains $71 poems by 
fifty-two different pocts from Anne Bradstreet (1612-72) and Edward Taylor 
(1645-1729) to Robert Lowell (born 1917). Although the seventeenth-century poets 
stem directly from the English metaphysical school, and the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries (apart from Whitman, Poe, Melville and Emily Dickinson) offer little that is 
original, the twentieth century is a period of vigorous experiment when the distinc- 
tively American genius, with its leisurely and discursive manner, comes to maturity. 
It is in the work of writers such as Robert Frost, John Crowe Ransom, Hart Crane, 
Wallace Stevens, Allan Tate and Stephen Vincent Benét that the American vernacular 
becomes poetry—and poetry of an urgently contemporary kind. E. E. Cummings 
and Ezra Pound represent the eccentrics of modern America, T. S. Eliot (who is also 
an English poet by virtue of his British naturalization) has already an international 
reputation, and W. H. Auden, who also appears in these pages by virtue of his recently 
acquired American citizenship, is the most original living poet writing in English. 
The late Professor Matthiessen has compiled his anthology on the principle of ‘fewer 
poets with more space to each’ rather than follow the example of the usual anthology 
in which poets commonly suffer by being represented only by their lyrics. In any case, 
American poetry develops naturally along more spacious lines. (811.08) 


THE COMPLETE POEMS OF ROBERT FROST. Jonathan Cape, 18s. IC8. 
494 pages. 
The American poet Robert Frost is a regional poct and a traditionalist. With its care- 
fully cultivated casualness and its cult of understatement, his poetry is in many ways a 
typical expression of the life of the New England farmer. Images and metaphors are 
few; the blank verse is always idiomatic and flexible, but in the tales it inclines to 
diffuseness and a homely philosophy that does not always rise to the level of poetry. 
The poetry of the anecdotes is, in fact, limited by the potentialities for experiences of 
the laconic characters it describes. Frost’s virtues are naturalness and integrity. His is 
the nature poetry of the genuine countryman and his lyrics have a fine and clear 
delicacy of feeling. (811.5) 
English Poetry 
THE STORY OF SIR GAWAIN AND THE GREEN KNIGHT. Rendered 
into modern English, with an Introduction, by M. R. Ridley. 2nd edition. 
Edmund Ward (Leicester), 6s. sC8. 95 pages. 
This tale of chivalrous adventure, written in the late fourteenth century, is one of the 
most beautiful and accomplished of English medieval poems. It relates how a noble 
knight of King Arthur’s court accepts the challenge of the gigantic Green Knight, who 
has magical powers, resists the blandishments of his host’s wife, and triumphs in the 
final test of his courage. Mr. Ridley’s translation is a piece of literature in itself; its 
simple pellucid prose, which is neither archaic nor, in any artificial sense, ‘poetic’, is 
remarkably successful in conveying the bright poetic beauty of the original. The 
Introduction deals mainly with the alliterative verse which the unknown poet used. 
Mr. Ridley, author of Keats’ Craftsmanship, etc., and editor of The New Temple 
Shakespeare, is now a Lecturer in English Language and Literature, Bedford College, 
University of London. (821.19) 
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BYRON. Herbert Read. Longmans, Green for The British Council, 1s.6d. sD8. 
44 pages. Frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper bound. (Bibliographical 
Supplements to * British Book News’) 

The poet in Byron, says Herbert Read, has largely been obscured by the Byronic 

legend, to contradict which he draws largely upon Byron’s letters and journals. These 

show that the poet’s character was warped by his experiences as a child at the hands of a 

depraved nurse and a brutal mother, though Mr. Read observes that it is difficult to 

imagine the nature of the experience which produced such a permanent psychological 
trauma. Nevertheless, as Byron says himself, it was the effort to escape the incubus 
that lay upon his mind night and day, and even among the sublimest scenery, that 
drove him to write and to dissipation. While admitting that Byron’s poetry lacks 
certain essential qualities and that his mind ‘was not in the most fundamental sense 
poetic’, Mr. Read grants him the true romantic afflatus, ‘the wildest poetic energy in 
the whole range of post-Shakespearian poetry’. At the base of his work he finds ‘an 
essential sanity, a hatred of sham and humbug, generous impulses and manly courage’. 

(821.76) 

SELECTED POEMS OF JOHN CLARE. Edited with an Introduction by 
Geoffrey Grigson. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1os.6d. F8. 254 pages. Portrait 
frontispiece. Bibliography. Glossary. Indexes. (The Muses’ Library) 

In his admirable introduction Mr. Grigson stresses the fact that Clare (1793-1864) 

was not only an observer of nature in every mood and tone, not simply an interpreter 

of village life and manners, but that he reached out also into a poetry of ideas. Some 
of the better known poems, such as “The Dying Child’ and ‘Little Trotty Wagtail’, 
do not appear in this volume; instead there is the Child Harold canto written by Clare 
in his ‘madness’ under the delusion that he was Lord Byron. The selection is well- 
balanced and drawn from all periods of the poet’s life. In conformity with the other 
volumes in this series, a cross section is included of critical opinion from Keats to 

Arthur Symons and Middleton Murry. Mr. Grigson himself writes a most moving 

account of Clare’s life—the dreary poverty of his village, the sudden access of over- 

whelming fame, the years in the asylum. To Clare, poctry was only another name for 
feeling and his ‘faculty of sheer vision’, as Mr. Grigson quotes Middleton Murry as 
saying, is not only ‘far purer than Wordsworth’s’ but even purer than Shakespeare’s. 

(821.79) 

SELECTED POEMS OF ALGERNON CHARLES SWINBURNE. With an 
Introduction by Humphrey Hare. Heinemann, 12s.6d. D8. 276 pages. 

SELECTED POEMS OF SWINBURNE. Edited with an Introduction by 
Edward Shanks. Macmillan, 8s.6d. C8. 371 pages. Index of first lines. 


In an age when the poetry of direct statement has been held up as the highest kind of 
poetry, Swinburne (1837-1909), with his “dulcet and luscious verbosity’, needs to be 
subjected to a rigorous selection before the reader of today can appreciate him. These 
two volumes are of value because of the skill with which this selection has been made. 
They are complementary in that in Mr. Shanks’s volume the emphasis is upon Swin- 
burne the Pre-Raphaclite and Romantic, while Mr. Hare has designed his book to 
illustrate Swinburne’s ‘temperamental aberrations’—that is, the more erotic, sado- 
masochistic side of his nature. Such poems as ‘Dolores’ and ‘ Anactoria’ do not appear 
in Mr. Shanks’s selection, though he accounts for them by the poet’s ‘physical im- 
potence combined with an unlimited capacity for cerebral sexuality’. Both editors 
agree as to Swinburne’s power over the emotive and sonorous quality of words, his 
extraordinary technical dexterity and the richness of his poetic temperament. * Against 
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the wider background of nineteenth-century European literature’, writes Mr. Hare, 
‘he takes his place between Baudelaire and D’Annunzio as one of the great figures of 
the romantic revolutionary movement which has been called the “Romantic Agony”’.’ 

(821.86) 
JACOB AND THOMAS: DARKNESS. Frank Kendon. Cambridge University 

Press, 2s.6d. sC8. 20 pages. Paper bound. 

Mr. Frank Kendon has written a dialogue in verse between two old men who meet 
again, after separation of forty ycars, in darkness in an Eastern house. ‘Jacob’ is the man 
with great possessions who asked Christ: “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?’ 
He describes how he has been haunted by the presence of Christ and how his ‘wisely 
disobedient heart’ still longs for Him. Thomas reminds him that his rejection of 
Christ was but apparent and that his love for Him which forty years could not erase 
had been put to divine uses. Had he not changed for many the colour of a day and so 
revealed the Christlikeness in his soul? Disobedience is nothing more than a proof of 
allegiance. The dialogue moves with ease and is marked by spiritual insight and grace 
of expression. It was awarded the Seatonian Prize for 1949. (821.91) 


SELECTED POEMS. C. Day Lewis. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 128 pages. 
Paper bound. (The Penguin Poets) 
Cecil Day Lewis (born 1904) began as a lyric poet of some originality and charm but 
no particular power; in the thirties his reputation was established through his associa- 
tion with W. H. Auden and Stephen Spender during their ‘Marxist’ period, though 
he was, perhaps, somewhat uneasily in the fashion; latterly he has reverted to a deeper 
and more sensuous lyricism, often meditative in temper, and has struck roots more 
solidly in the past. In this fine selection that he has himself made there are examples 
from all periods, including two narrative poems, ‘Flight to Australia’ and “The 
Nabara’. The author’s preface is chiefly of interest for his gracefully expressed views 
on poetry in general and does not particularly try to ‘explain’ his work. He does, 
however, indicate certain characteristics that occur in it—'‘hero-worship, fear, com- 
passion, the divided mind, a prevailing sense of the transience of things’—and 
suggests that the reader may find in it ‘an unbroken thread, the search for personal 
identity, the poet’s relentless compulsion to know himself’. (821.91) 


HAROLD'S LEAP. Poems and Drawings by Stevie Smith. Chapman & Hall, 
10s.6d. 84 by 6 inches. 85 pages. Illustrations. 

Stevie Smith’s poems have a desperate drollery, sharpened by bitterness, which might 

at first be mistaken for a sophisticated infantilism. The drawings are in the manner of 

Edward Lear. The poems range from mordant little epigrams and lyrics employing 

the imagery of dreams to such broken-hearted narratives as that of the forlorn Colonel 

Yeast shooting the animals he loves. (821.91) 


English Drama 

CHRISTOPHER MARLOWE. Michael Poirier. Chatto & Windus, 10s.6d. 1C8. 
216 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

M. Poirier, Professor of English Literature in the Sorbonne, has produced a careful and 

scholarly study of Shakespeare’s great predecessor in the drama. He gives a summary of 

recent research and an estimate of Marlowe’s qualities both as man and dramatist. In 

the brief biographical section, M. Poirier produces fresh evidence of the poet’s employ- 


ment as a diplomatic courier; in estimating his character, he finds him to have com- 
bined intellectual and emotional ardour with homosexual leanings and a pronounced 
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taste for cruelty. He shows that Marlowe was influenced by Machiavelli’s teachings, 
as they were understood in Elizabethan England, but does not rank his scholarship 
very highly. Marlowe, he says, was more representative of the Renaissance than any 
of his fellow dramatists. M. Poirier devotes the greater part of his book to a survey and 
analysis of Marlowe’s plays. In his view, these can no longer bear the test of perfor- 
mance, though their poetry will last as long as the English language. He favours an 
early date for Dr. Faustus immediately following Tamburlaine. For all its good qualities, 
this book, which deals with the most fiery and revolutionary of all the English poets, 
suffers from a somewhat pedestrian style. (822.32) 


English Fiction 
THOMAS HARDY. Desmond Hawkins. Arthur Barker, 6s. C8. 112 pages. 
Appendix. Bibliography. Index. (The English Novelists) 

As a child, Thomas Hardy (1840-1928) used to listen to dairymaids singing old 
ballads, and it is to this source that Mr. Hawkins attributes much that is most charac- 
teristic of Hardy’s work. The stock situations, the simple characters, the disappoint- 
ments of love, the cruclties of fate, the stern outline of prison and gallows—he found 
them all, says Mr. Hawkins, in the ballads of Wessex. Further, he used this ballad 
material with much the same blend of narrative crudencess and instinctive lyrical feel- 
ing. As the son of a village master-mason, Hardy grew up at a time when the settled 
peasant communities were beginning to decay, though he was imbued with their 
traditions, their legends and dialect. But he is, Mr. Hawkins shows, much more than a 
regional novelist, and his pessimism is largely the outcome of an application to fiction 
of the scientific speculation of his time. As a result, he attempted to look at life from 
the outside with an anthropologist’s detachment and with the long perspective of the 
geologist, and the temper of his mind reflected an age of doubt and questioning. As a 
novelist, Hardy largely ignored the diversity of living characters and concentrated on 
the eternal human dilemmas. ‘He looked beyond the social setting to a vaster landscape 
where man is always alone with his destiny.’ (823.91) 


English Essays 
ESSAYS ON LIFE AND LITERATURE. Robert Lynd. Dent, 4s.6d. F8. 
288 pages. (Everyman's Library) 


Robert Lynd (1879-1949), one of the outstanding literary journalists of his day, 
gained his reputation from his essays which eventually became a recognized feature of 
the journals and papers in which they appeared. Like all true essayists, he could always 
find in his experience or his reading some subject to which he could give interest and 
significance; its apparent triviality soon disappeared at his hands. Such subjects as shy 
fathers, bed knobs, changing houses, which gave rise to those occasional essays, proving 
little but illuminating much, show his characteristic treatment at its best. Over twenty 
such essays form one section of this volume. A group of seven essays shows Lynd in 
another vein, writing on the scene and characters of his native Ircland and on thoughts 
arising from the events of the 1914-18 war. Robert Lynd was also a literary critic of 
no mean order. Nine essays in this book represent this side of his work and include 
some of his writing on Dr. Johnson and his circle, of whom Lynd had made a spécial 
study. It is fitting that Lynd’s work should be commemorated by inclusion in this 
famous Library. Desmond McCarthy contributes an interesting introduction which is 
both appreciative and informative. (824.91) 
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French Literature 


ANDRE GIDE: THE ETHIC OF THE ARTIST. Lawrence Thomas. Secker & 
Warburg, 15s. D8. 272 pages. 

This is ‘the first extended critical account of Gide written in English’. Mr. Thomas 
knows his Gide extremely well and analyses for us each of his books (with the excep- 
tion of Corydon); his method is quotation and he quotes well. He shows us Gide in 
revolt against ‘the complacent materialism of the nineteenth century’, with his 
individualism, his insistence on creativity, his tenderness towards the ignoble, traits 
which link him with the two other members of the ‘trio of artistic scapegoats of 
modern thought Nietzsche and D. H. Lawrence’, Gide’s dual personality almost 
inevitably leads his historian into some contradictions, and prolonged contemplation 
of his hero makes him find traces of him in unexpected places. Montaigne is made to 
bear too great a responsibility. Bergson would have felt uneasy at being included in the 
genealogy on page 223. Nor will the frequent references to Mozart meet with general 
agreement. Mr. Thomas has some excellent things to say about Comedy, but we 
demur from admitting Gide into the true family of Moliére. For Mr. Thomas Les 
Caves du Vatican is a work of ‘exquisite hilarity’ (though elsewhere he speaks, more 
aptly, of its ‘sombre fun’); to many of us it is merely tedious. Perhaps the best chapter 
in the book is that on the Numquid et tu and Dostoievsky, a ‘signpost on the way to com- 
munism which Gide later embraced and—inevitably—forsook’. On Gide’s attitude 
to time, Mr. Thomas has again some penetrating things to say. Whatever our personal 
opinion of Gide may be, and however much we may regret his being presented as 
characteristically French, we recognize that Mr. Thomas’s book supplies a need. It is 
a pity it has no index. (843.91) 
Italian Literature 

AN ANTHOLOGY OF NEW ITALIAN WRITERS. Edited by Marguerite 

Caetani. Lehmann, 15s. M8. 478 pages. Notes on contributors. 

Princess Cactani’s selection from the stories, novella and poems which have appeared 
in the pages of the biannual review Borteghe Oscure, of which she is director, provides a 
representative survey of the work of writers who have achieved their reputation 
since the Second World War. With the exception of Vasco Pratolini, these writers 
are mostly unknown outside Italy and are under forty years of age. Pratolini’s 
novella, “The Girls of Sanfrediano’, is a brilliant story of the slums of Florence. 
Guglielmo Petroni’s “The House is Moving’, another short novel, is equally remarkable 
for psychological insight and the incisive beauty of its style. It is the study of a man so 
self-enclosed that, in his spiritual isolation, he is almost oblivious of the outside world 
until the war puts an end to his seclusion. The other stories, among which Mario 
Soldati’s delicately conceived ‘The Window’ with its London setting is especially 
notable, move on a consistently high level of achievement. The translations (by various 
hands) are sometimes more than adequate, except in the case of the poems. The 
anthology is unusually representative of Italian literature today, in all its gracious 
humanity, for the contributors are drawn from all parts of a country where each city 
enjoys a vigorous literary life of its own. (853.9108) 


Russian Literature 

THE DIARY OF A_ WRITER. F. M. Dostoievsky. Translated from the 
Russian and annotated by Boris Brasol. 2 vols. Cassell, 50s. D8. 1,129 pages. 
Notes. Index. 

Dostoievsky began his Diary in 1873 and it was published in parts over a number of 

years from 1873 to 1881. Shortly before his death he edited it in its final form. The 
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Diary has no parallel in literature, for it is written in the form of a continuous conversa- 
tion with the reader and touches on every conceivable topic of general interest. 
Written in Dostoievsky’s peculiar, nervous style, it has an extraordinary liveliness and 
psychological penetration. Its great value lies in its intimate revelation not only of its 
author’s character but of that of the Russian people, with those thoughts, emotions 
and aspirations Dostoievsky proved himself to be so closely in touch. A great part of 
the Diary is devoted to Dostoievsky’s favourite idea of Russia’s messianic mission to 
redeem the West from its godless rationalism and socialism. Not only Europe, he 
believed, but the Russian intelligentsia too, needed to be redeemed by contact with 
‘the people’ and their religious orthodoxy. During the 1870s, with the growth of 
revolutionary Socialism, the Diary becomes increasingly conservative and nationalist 
in tone. Under 1880 will be found the great address delivered at the unveiling of the 
Pushkin memorial in Moscow. This is the first English translation of the Diary, a work 
which had an immense influence inside Russia. The translator’s preface, with its 
clichés, unfortunately discloses an insensitivity to literary values, though the transla- 
tion of the Diary itself reads well and idiomatically. (891.78) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 


Geography Travels and Description Antiquities 
GEOGRAPHY IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY. A Study of Growth, 
Fields, Techniques, Aims and Trends. Edited by Griffith Taylor. Philo- 
sophical Library (New York): Methuen (London), 30s. D8. 640 pages. 
1 plate. 56 maps and diagrams. Chapter bibliographies. Glossary. Index. 
Professor Griffith Taylor has had a varied career which he has turned to advantage in 
his geographical work—geologist with Scott’s last Antarctic expedition, meteorologist 
in Australia, and head of the university departments of geography successively at 
Sydney, Chicago, and Toronto. He has an active mind which has produced useful 
techniques and provocative ideas, stimulating if not always entirely acceptable to 
all fellow geographers. His main interest is in the relation of man to his environment, 
in regard to which he is a convinced ‘determinist’. It is clear that these views are 
reflected in the composition of this volume of essays, though he has not of course 
influenced individual writers. The essays are contributed by seven Americans, five 
Englishmen, six Canadians, and two Slavs, and there are seven from the editor’s pen. 
There are three sections: Evolution of Geography and its Philosophical Basis; The 
Environment as a Factor; and Special Fields of Geography. Professional geographers 
will find much to interest them and to discuss here. The general reader may find the 
first section rather tedious, and is more likely to enjoy the contributions describing 
the tasks geographers are performing, e.g. development of ‘pioneer’ areas, the 
utilization of the resources of the tropics, the organization of governmental divisions 
on a proper regional basis. (910) 


MASTER IN SAIL. James §. Learmont. Percival Marshall, 12s.6d. D8 
222 pages. 

The author went to sea before he was twelve years of age with his father in coasting 

schooners and, after going ‘deep-water’ at fifteen as ordinary seaman, by dint of hard 

work and harder study found himself at twenty-four master of a four-masted barque 

bound out around Cape Horn. This well-written and detailed story tells of the many 

voyages which had given him the necessary experience for this early responsibility, 
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and then of ten years in command of sailing ships trading to Chile, Peru, Australia 
and Honolulu. Record passages, ocean races, hurricanes, handling a square-rigged ship 
through icebergs, fire, and cutting away the masts to save the vessel, are but a few of 
the incidents described in restrained and dignified style. (910.4) 


PHILIPS’ RECORD ATLAS. Cartographic editor: George Goodall. 14th 
edition. George Philip, 25s. M4. 128 pages of maps. 207 pages of index. 
This atlas has gone through fourteen editions since it first appeared in 1917. Its aim is 
to indicate the positions of as many places as possible, national boundaries, and major 
administrative divisions. The maps are clearly printed, territorial units being shown by 
solid colouring. Physical features are named but not otherwise indicated. Much em- 
phasis is placed on railways and air routes, but no roads are shown. It is probably 
inevitable that with so many names the maps often present a crowded appearance, and 
that the lettering of the smaller names is unattractive. The British Isles are shown on the 
relatively large scale of 1/1M (16 miles to 1 inch). A major feature is the index which 
contains over fifty thousand names, and which gives the latitude and longitude of 
each, so that it can be used independently of this particular atlas. It also gives general 
information in a concise form on countries, cities, important towns, etc. (912) 


UR OF THE CHALDEES. A Record of Seven Years of Excavation. 
C. Leonard Woolley. 2nd edition. Benn, 10s.6d. C8. 210 pages. 29 illustra- 
tions. Map. Plan. Index. 


There is a new foreword to this widely known account of the Ur discoveries, which 
points out that some modification should now be made to the chronology which 
appears in the text; otherwise the only changes in this second edition are the correction 
of a few points which were still theoretical when the book was first published in 1929. 
Few excavations have produced so rapidly a continuous record of a previous time. 
The book describes the actual excavations at Ur by the Joint Expedition of the British 
Muscum and the Museum of the University of Pennsylvania during the 1920s, and 
gives an account of the more important results and of what was uncovered. Technical 
aspects are omitted. The discoveries included material evidence for the Flood, clues to 
the lost culture of Mesopotamia, the unearthing of treasures from the Royal Tombs, and 
the appearance of Third Dynasty buildings. Sir Leonard Woolley, who directed the 
work at Ur, 1922-34, has related the history and achievements of the people of Ur 
in The Sumnertons. (913.354) 


ALL ROADS LEAD TO ROME.A Pilgrimage to the Eternal City and a Look 
Around War-torn Europe. Frank Clune. Invincible Press (Sydney, Australia), 
15s. D8. 309 pages. Illustrations. Maps. Bibliography. 

Frank Clune, popular Australian author and journalist, records his impressions of 

Europe gained on a two months’ flying visit to inspect the work of the International 

Refugee Organization in helping to bring new settlers to Australia. This book bears 

further witness to our century’s complete conquest of distances. Within sixty-two days 

the author flies to Rome and back, and travels by plane, train and jeep through 

Switzerland, Austria, Holland, Germany, Denmark, Greece and Italy. The narrative 

is racy, often interspersed with Australian colloquialisms, and never fails to suggest 

the pace at which the author travels. The book is full of his impressions of post-war 

Europe and of his reflections on the international situation. Many of the places visited 

by him are described in their historical context and the hapless fate of some displaced 

persons raises a very pressing problem in the book. (914) 
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EAST LONDON. The East and North-east Boroughs of London and Greater 
London. Robert Sinclair. Hale, 15s. D8. 416 pages. 49 illustrations. 14 maps. 
Bibliography. Index. (The County Books Series) 

The choice of author for this volume was particularly happy, for Mr. Sinclair, as a 

sociologist, has produced a work which deserves to be read by all Londoners, not mere- 

ly as a memorial of the past, but as a spur to future action. East London to him is a 

city of 14 million people, stocked by successive waves of immigrants from the east, 

and independent of, but vital to, the historic City to the west. Extending from the city 
walls to beyond the River Lea, and northwards to Epping Forest, this concentration 
of population owes its existence, and many of its characteristics, to its ten miles of river 
front. The author explains clearly how the ‘East End’ became thc ‘economic sediment 
of all London’, how the flight from the centre and social stagnation have created an 
intractable problem in Bethnal Green, and how the newer suburbs have social prob- 
lems of their own. His chapter, “The People of the Abyss’, is fortunately the story of 
conditions which have now ceased to exist. With this social study Mr. Sinclair also 
provides sufficient information to enable a visitor to see the real East London for 
himself and to appreciate its history. The excellent photographs cover not only 
historic survivals but also the present human scene. (914.215) 


SURREY. Ralph Lawrence. Elek, 15s. sC4. 128 pages. 74 illustrations. Draw- 
ings in text by Dorritt Dekk. 2 maps. Index. (Vision of England Series) 
Mr. Lawrence divides the county into four sections: The chalk, Croydon to Farnham; 
Suburban Surrey; The Weald; and The Western Border, convenient divisions for 
touring Surrey. Though occasionally he becomes rather lyrical, his approach is 
balanced and civilized, and he can produce a literary allusion or quotation at the right 
moment. Cobbett, of course, could not be overlooked, but there are many others, some 
much less known, but equally appropriate. The drawings are slight, but generally 
convey a cheerful commentary. The photographs, understandably, mostly avoid 
suburban Surrey. (914.221) 


YEAR BOOK AND GUIDE TO EAST AFRICA, 1951. Edited by 
A. Gordon-Brown. Hale for Union-Castle Mail Steamship Company, 6s. 
C8. 563 pages. 8 coloured maps. 19 sketch maps in text. 1 folding map. 
Index. 

An invaluable traveller’s compendium, comprising sections on Egypt, the Sudan, 

Eritrea, Somaliland, Uganda, Tanganyika, Zanzibar, Nyasaland, Portuguese East 

Africa, the Congo, Mauritius, Madagascar, Réunion, etc., together with fifteen major 

road and rail routes inland. There is a brief historical and statistical introduction on 

each territory, and notes on safari, mountaineering, and game. (916.7) 


YEAR BOOK AND GUIDE TO SOUTHERN AFRICA, 1951. Edited by 
A. Gordon-Brown. Hale for Union-Castle Mail Steamship Company, 8s.6d. 
C8. 1,080 pages. 24 coloured maps. 34 maps and plans in text. Index. 

Very complete and informative on all aspects of life and travel in the Union of South 

Africa and Southern Rhodesia, with special articles on many general subjects of interest 

and considerable detail both topographical and economic. (916.8) 
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THE TRAVELLER'S TREE. A Journey through the Caribbean Islands. 
Patrick Leigh Fermor. Murray, 21s. D8. 415 pages. Frontispiece and 
61 photographs by A. Costa. Sketch map by H. W. Hawes. Index. 

Mr. Fermor with two companions journeyed by steamer, plane and sailing ship 

through the French and British islands of the Caribbean—Guadeloupe, Martinique, 

Trinidad, Dominica, Barbados, Haiti, Jamaica, and many smaller islands. His purpose 

is simple and direct—‘to transmit to the reader whatever interest and enjoyment we 

encountered. In a word to give pleasure’. In this he triumphantly succeeds, thanks to 
his tolerance and insight, an eye for the ridiculous and the poignant, humour, and an 
accomplished literary style. But there is more than pleasure to be obtained from these 
pages. In them are re-created those ‘fractions of time’ from which the present day 
societies have emerged and which explain the differences between the islands; why, 
for example, he found Trinidad more vital and rewarding than Barbados, or the 
social atmosphere of Martinique more hopeful than that of Haiti. As an index of 
social vitality he sought out the practitioners of the arts and studied the Calypso songs 
as living folk music; Voodoo rooted in West Africa and coloured by European reli- 
gious and other influences, but testifying above all to the supremacy of the world of 
the imagination; and the revival of ‘primitive’ painting in Haiti. Mr. Fermor owes 
something to earlier inquirers, going back to the insatiably curious Pére Labat, but 
the presentation and style are his own. Victorian conventions and British exclusive- 
ness, however, are too easy targets for him; he is more effective when describing the 
lepers of Les Saintes, the Caribs of Dominica, and the Maroons of Jamaica. (917.29) 


JUBILEE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. Official Com- 
memorative Book. Edited and produced by Oswald L. Ziegler, by 
authority of the Commonwealth Government and in collaboration with 
the Australian News and Information Bureau, Department of the Interior. 
Ziegler Publications (Sydney, Australia): Sidgwick & Jackson (London), 21s. 
sR4. 256 pages. Portraits. Illustrations. Maps. 

The year 1951 marks the jubilee of the Commonwealth of Australia which was in- 

augurated with the federation of the six Australian states on 1 February 1901. After 

tracing the story and events leading up to the union this book, in a series of brief 
articles and a profusion of photographs, describes the Australian way of life and the 
physical environment of the people. It records also the achievements of the Australian 
nation in various fields of human endeavour such as industry, commerce, communica- 
tions and culture, though its scope is representative rather than exhaustive. Neverthe- 


less, it gives an accurate picture of Australia as it is without attempting to discuss 
causes or evaluate results. (919.4) 


SYDNEY BEACHES. A Camera Study. Article by Lou D’Alpuget. Ure Smith 
(Sydney, Australia), 7s.6d. C8. $6 pages. Illustrations. Maps. (Ure Smith 
Miniature Series) 

This photographic study of Sydney’s beaches is a recent addition to the present series. 

The introductory article gives a survey of the main beaches and traces the history of 

surfing. Mention is also made of the work of the life-savers. Then there are thirty- 


one pages of photographs depicting most aspects of Sydney’s beaches—the breakers, 
the life-savers, the crowds and the surfers. (919.44) 
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Biography 

THE ISLANDMAN. Toméas O Crohan. Translated from the Irish by Robin 
Flower. Oxford University Press, 12s.6d. C8. 262 pages. 14 illustrations. 
Sketch map. 


Tomas O Crohan was born on Great Blasket Island, off the south-west Kerry coast, 
in 1856, and died there at the age of eighty-one. His autobiography describes not only 
his own experiences, but the life of the little community in these harsh surroundings. 
He wrote his account in Irish, being in the traditional line of native story-tellers, and it 
was published in Dublin in 1929. The present translation by the Irish scholar Robin 
Flower (first published in 1937) is in straightforward colloquial English. O Crohan’s 
story is told directly and artlessly, reflecting the precariousness and the ups-and-downs 
of island life, never, save after a few fortuitous events, such as a shipwreck, far above 
the bare subsistence level. Crohan has truly achieved his purpose—to preserve 
some image of the world that he has known. (920) 


A HISTORY OF AUTOBIOGRAPHY IN ANTIQUITY. George Misch. 
Translated from the German in collaboration with the author by E. W. 
Dickes. 2 vols. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 42s. D8. 724 pages. Index. (Inter- 
national Library of Sociology and Social Reconstruction) 

The English version of a book first published in Germany in 1907, Geschichte der 

Autbiographie. The difficulties of translation have been successfully overcome by 

collaboration between translator and author, and the result is not a straightforward 

translation but an enlarged version of the work. The autobiographical writings in 
different European languages and literatures, stretching in time from Hesiod to 

Boethius, are studied for their expression of the ways in which the individual's sense of 

personality has developed in the western world. Since the formation of personality 

depends both on contemporary social environment and on the self-awareness of the 
individual, autobiography has two claims to consideration—as a special medium in 
literature, and as an interpretation of private experience. The author, who is Professor 
of Philosophy at Géttingen University, has related autobiographical writing to the 
history of the human mind, and presented it in a historical perspective. (920.03) 


PATRIOTES DE 1837-1838. Aegidius Fauteux. Editions des Dix (Montreal, 
Canada), $3.00. sR8. 433 pages. Index. Paper bound. [French text.| 
M. Fauteux, one of the outstanding authorities on the history and bibliography of 
Canada, died in 1941, leaving unfinished what was to have been a dictionary of the 
patriots who took part in the Lower Canadian rebellion of 1837-8. His notes for this 
work have been edited by M. Felix Leclerc, the assistant librarian of the Saint-Sulpice 
library in Montreal. The more famous rebels have been omitted since their biography 
can be found elsewhere, but there are more than 475 names listed, with entries ranging 
in length from a few lines to several pages. There is an excellent index, and many 
cross-references. An historical introduction by M. Leclerc describes events in Quebec 
from the Russell resolutions of March 1837 to the trials of November 1838. No at- 
tempt has been made to discuss the underlying causes of the revolt, or to give a 
picture of the conditions in the province that made it possible. But within these limits, 
the book fulfils its purpose admirably in giving an impartial account of the rebellion 
and many facts, most of them published for the first time, about the men involved 
in it. (920.071038) 
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LADY CHARLOTTE GUEST: Extracts from her Journal, 1833-1852. Edited 
by the Earl of Bessborough. Murray, 18s. D8. 319 pages. 8 plates, including 
portraits. Genealogical table. Index. 


Lady Charlotte Bertie (1812-95) was considered to be making a mésalliance when, at 
twenty-one, she married the great ironmaster John Guest, later Sir John Guest. But the 
marriage was completely successful, and Lady Charlotte took to her life in industry with 
such ability that she largely ran the works when her husband was away. She knew six 
languages. She made a translation, which is still widely read, of the Welsh Mabinogion 
into English and wrote treatises on iron processing. She bore Sir John ten children and 
lived to be 83. In London she was a society hostess and she had many friends among the 
leading people of her time. At Dowlais in Wales (where the ironworks were) and at 
Canford in Dorset she took a prominent part in local affairs. She also kept an extensive 
diary over many years. She is perhaps better known, by a second marriage, as Lady 
Charlotte Schreiber who ransacked Europe to form her famous collection of china. 
The extracts from her diaries in the present volume cover only the twenty years of 
her first marriage, when she combined to a remarkable degree domestic, literary, 
business, social and political activities. Yet, possibly because she is not a gifted diarist, 
her doings and feelings remain rather prosaic. She was not the sort of person that one 
can like. But the diaries are not dull reading and they have been edited with skill by 
her grandson, Lord Bessborough, who contributes an introduction. (920.7) 


NEWMAN AT OXFORD: HIS RELIGIOUS DEVELOPMENT. R. D. 
Middleton. Oxford University Press, 21s. D8. 296 pages. 9 plates. Index. 
This book covers similar ground to Miss Maisie Ward’s Young Mr. Newman (1948), 
but it is directed more towards the expert and its chief concern is Newman’s religious 
development. It takes the story up to that point at which Newman left the Anglican 
communion. It is in a sense acommentary upon the earlier chapters of Newman’s great 
spiritual autobiography Apologia pro Vita Sua (1864). It traces the course of his thought 
as it appears in his published writings and letters, some of which are here printed for 
the first time. There are two principal themes: the doctrine of the Via Media, that there 
might be found in the Church of England ‘the nearest approximation to that primitive 
truth which Ignatius and Polycarp enjoyed, and which the nineteenth century has 
virtually lost’, and, parallel with this, the change in Newman’s conception of the 
Roman Catholic Church from an institution retaining ‘the principle of true Catholi- 
cism perverted’ to ‘the one true Church’. Mr. Middleton also discusses the Calvinist 
influences in Newman’s boyhood. This book makes clear the hostility shown towards 
the Tractarians by most of the Victorian clergy, who regarded the Tracts as a wilful 
and dangerous attempt to introduce dogmatic precision. Appendices list Newman’s 
contributions to these Tracts for the Times, and include an interesting unpublished 
correspondence of 1866 between Dr. Pusey, Dr. Hawkins and Newman about the 
reprinting of Tract 90. (This Tract raised a storm of protest when it appeared in 1841, 
in consequence of which the Tracts were discontinued.) Mr. Middleton, author of 
Dr. Routh, Newman and Bloxam, and Magdalen Studies is a leading authority upon the 
Oxford Movement. (922.2) 


WORTHY DR. FULLER. William Addison. Dent, 16s. D8. 320 pages. 
13 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

This is a biography of Thomas Fuller (1608-61), one of the most fashionable preachers, 

popular writers and acceptable social figures of his time, whose unique book, The 

History of the Worthies of England, has given him a permanent place in English literature. 
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Mr. Addison has successfully drawn a very human figure by not taking Fuller too 
solemnly and at the same time showing that Fuller’s reputation for wit and geniality 
did not imply flippancy. The author deals fully with the main formative influences of 
Fuller’s life and the salient features of his career and his reaction to the religious con- 
troversy of the age in which Fuller was an outstanding figure. He draws a contempla- 
tive man who by no means allowed his love of quict and study to shut him off from 
his fellows. Fuller’s constant contribution to the conflicting theories of his time did 
not appear in controversy but in his insistence on sanity, tolerance and common sense. 
Mr. Addison gives attention to all of Fuller’s many books and devotes a chapter to 
his Worthies, which is really a county history of England with biographies of the 
eminent natives of each county. To understand the seventeenth century in England 
it is necessary to know something of Fuller’s books. They, however, have suffered 
from a lack of reprints in our day and the absence of a ‘Boswell’ in his. Mr. Addison’s 
admirable book has done much to supply these needs. (922.3) 


JOHN NEVILLE FIGGIS. Maurice G. Tucker. S.P.C.K., 10s.6d. D8. 
123 pages. Portrait. Bibliography. Index. 
J. N. Figgis (1866-1919) was well known in Cambridge University as a historian and 
theologian, and as an eccentric. After some years as a country rector, he became a 
monk in an Anglican community, the College of the Resurrection. He is best known 
for two brilliant studies of political ideas, The Divine Right of Kings (1892) and Gerson 
to Grotius (1907). Churches in the Modern State (1913) is a valuable contributionto the 
theory of political pluralism and The Will to Freedom (1915) to the study of Nietzsche. 
He wrote several religious books, including Civilization at the Cross-roads (1913). The 
Rev. Maurice Tucker’s study of Figgis contains a sympathetic biographical introduc- 
tion, an interesting exposition of his main ideas and a just assessment of his influence. 
It is the first book on Figgis (922.342) 


LETTERS OF HERBERT HENSLEY HENSON. Chosen and edited by E. F. 
Braley. S.P.C.K., 15s. D8. 270 pages. Illustrations. Index. 
Canon Braley of Worcester Cathedral, who was an intimate friend of the late Bishop 
of Durham, Dr. Hensley Henson, undertook the task of making a selection of his 
letters because he and others felt that the three volumes of Dr. Henson’s Retrospect 
hardly gave an adequate picture of the author. He appears there largely as a contro- 
versialist and the more attractively human aspects of his character are somewhat 
obscured. The Bishop himself made a selection of 250 letters and after his death the 
editor had no difficulty in securing letters long preserved by the recipients from all 
parts of the world. This volume will be of fascinating interest not only to those who 
knew the Bishop or were acquainted with his work but to all who value a chaste and 
disciplined literary style. His judgments of men and affairs generally expressed with a 
caustic wit of which he was an acknowledged master, as well as his deep concern 
about the future of the Church of England and the nation, are abundantly illustrated 
in these pages. There is a section entitled ‘Hensoniana’ or excerpts from Henson’s 
letters; they are such as to make the reader wish that the complete letter in each case 
had been printed. (922.342) 


DAVID CAIRNS. An Autobiography. Edited by his Son and Daughter. 
S.C.M. Press, 12s.6d. D8. 220 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Index. 
Principal Cairns of the United Free Church College, Aberdeen, was known through- 


out the religious world as a writer and preacher. Over a long period of years he exer- 
cised a unique influence among students of many lands. His dominant theological 
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interest illustrated by his book on The Faith that Rebels was the bearing of Christianity 
on the conquest of pain and death. In these attractive recollections we are given a v ivid 
picture of his childhood, his student days at Edinburgh and Marburg, the early years of 
his ministry in Scotland and his triumphant battle with difficulties in the way of 
religious belief. We could only wish that it had been possible for him to complete his 
autobiography, which was written in the first place for his two children. Professor 
Donald Baillie contributes a sympathetic memoir to the volume. (922.541) 


GOERING. Willi Frischauer. Odhams Press, 12s.6d. D8. 304 pages. 17 photo- 
graphs. Bibliography. 
Ever since the author, an Austrian newspaper reporter, came to this country in 1935 
he has been compiling a dossier of Hermann Goering and, after attending the Nurem- 
berg trials, he had long talks with Goering’s widow, his valet, and his closest friend 
and Chief of Staff, Bodenschatz. The story tells of Goering’s carly life, his distinction 
as an airman in the famous Richtofen Circus during the First World War, and of the 
dark days in Germany after her defeat. The author deals generously with him as 
devoted husband and as a patriot. He tells of Goering’s early association with Hitler 
and of his meteoric rise to power with the Nazi Party, of his participation in the Reichs- 
tag fire and of how he built up the Luftwaffe and at the same time feathered his own 
nest. The part he played in the Second World War is treated almost entircly from the 
personal side, and clearly shows his ruthlessness, his conceit and his greed. The story 
closes with Goering’s trial, although not in detail, and the mystery surrounding his 
suicide. Frischauer provides a fair, unbiased, factual account and writes it in telling 
language. (923.243) 


THE LIFE OF JOHN MAYNARD KEYNES. R. F. Harrod. Macmillan, 255. 
M8. 690 pages. 11 illustrations. Appendix. Index. 
Mr. Harrod, of Christ Church, Oxford, brings out in this biography the great varicty 
of activities of the famous economist (1883-1046). He shows him at home and at Eton, 
as an undergraduate at Cambridge and later as a Fellow of King’s College, Cambridge. 
He describes Keynes’s associates in the ‘Bloomsbury’ circle—Lytton Strachey, 
Virginia Woolf, Clive Bell and others, and in due course the great Russian ballerina, 
Lydia Lopokova, who became his wife. He tells of his important work in connection 
with the First and Second World Wars, particularly in relation to the Paris Peace 
Conference, Bretton Woods and the American loan to Britain. In addition, besides 
reviewing his more important publications, particularly A Treatise on Money and The 
General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money, he gives many interesting sidelights 
with regard to the writing of those works. (923.342) 


A DOCTOR IN SIAM. Jacques M. May. Jonathan Cape, 12s.6d. 1C8. 
224 pages. 
Dr. Jacques May completed his medical studies in Paris in 1925 and took a post- 
graduate course at the Institute of Tropical Medicine. In 1932 he was sent by his 
government as chief surgeon in the French hospital at Bangkok. In 1936 he was 
appointed Professor of Clinical Surgery in the newly created College of Hanoi. His 
medical career in Hanoi ended in 1940 when, escaping to Hong Kong, he began wider 
travels in the service of the Allies during the war. He recounts his experiences in the 
first two spheres of his activity in the form of twenty-three short stories. He naturally 
gives emphasis to his medical cases as illustrating the special problems of tropical 
diseases, of medical practice and medical education in the Far East. He does, however, 
while recounting grim, pathetic and amusing incidents, give the background of the 
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Far Eastern life and scene, and reveals how economic and political problems arise from 
the nutrition of the people and from diseases both endemic and epidemic. Dr. May 
has a fine command of English and his enthusiasm for his job gives impetus to his 
arresting stories. (926.1) 
PIONEER DOCTOR. A Biography of John Singleton. Mary Kent Hughes. 
Oxford University Press (Melbourne, Australia), 10s.6d. D8. 163 pages. 
Illustrations. 
Dr. Mary Kent Hughes is a great-grand-daughter of the subject of her biography, 
who was one of Melbourne’s earliest doctors. She has selected representative and 
important events in the life of Dr. John Singleton, ranging from his childhood days in 
Dublin to his death in Victoria in 1891, and woven them into a very readable biography. 
As a doctor, she is most interested in her ancestor's ideas on preventive medicine, in 
which she finds he was far ahead of his time. Since half of John Singleton’s pioncering 
work in Victoria was concerned with the welfare of derelicts and unfortunates, the 
book mentions the beginnings of the Melbourne Children’s Hospital, the Singleton 
Homes for Women, the Governor’s Fund, the Singleton Free Dispensary and other 
institutions which owe their existence to him. Here is a warming story of a Christian 
doctor, whose tact, faith and vision made an unforgettable impression on the growing 
community of Melbourne. (926.1) 


STANISLAVSKY: A LIFE. David Magarshack. Macgibbon & Kee, 25s. R8. 
414 pages. 20 illustrations on half-tone plates. Index. 
New material, lately published in Moscow, has enabled David Magarshack to present 
a much more complete portrait of the eminent Russian actor, producer and teacher 
(1863-1938) than has emerged initherto from his own autobiographical writings. 
And simultaneously, further knowledge comes to light of the Russian theatre from the 
days of its ill-repute in the last decades of the nineteenth century to its resurgence 
largely owing to Stanislavsky’s vision and tireless energies. The book is divided into 
three parts, cach dwelling on a dominant phase in Stanislavsky’s artistic development. 
The first shows him relying on tricks of production to mask the deficiencies in contem- 
porary acting. The second, when he was largely influenced by a German touring 
company, depicts him as the dictator-producer; this section is concerned mainly with 
the Moscow Art Theatre, of which Stanislavsky was part-founder and which gave 
him world-wide recognition. The third part describes the final period when he sub- 
jected both producer and actor to the dictates of the play. (927.92) 


G.B.S.: A POSTSCRIPT. Hesketh Pearson. Collins, 10s.6d. D8. 192 pages. 
2 plates. Index. 
Mr. Pearson has here written an entertaining book about his own relations with 
Bernard Shaw—‘the only considerable British dramatist since Shakespeare’—during 
the years 1939-40, when he was writing his biography. A great part of the book is 
taken up with Mr. Pearson’s attempts to extort intimate confessions, Shaw’s outbursts 
at his inferences and repudiation of many Shavian legends. The postscript proper 
describes Shaw’s life from 1939—the date reached in Pearson’s biography—to the end 
of his career. This part of the book also contains verbatim reports of conversations on 
many topics ‘from Shakespeare to Stalin’. The account of Shaw’s numerous love- 
affairs and his reaction to his wife’s death is given for the first time. There is a notable 
account of a walk round London with Shaw in old age, when he revisited places he 
had known in early manhood. The book concludes with essays on various aspects of 
‘G.B.S.’—the man, the playwright, the reformer—and his first appearance in print. 
(928.22) 








CHAPTERS OF LIFE. Sir Charles Petrie. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 16s. M8. 
318 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Index. 
Sir Charles Petrie emphasizes that this book is not an autobiography but an attempt 
to depict people he has met and scenes he has visited in the period between the two 
world wars. The result is a book that may well provide the historian of the period 
with much valuable material. This is seen particularly in the author’s discussion of 
Spain and its politics, his Balkan reminiscences, his experiences as a journalist, which 
throw sidelights on an important phase of the history of the Press, and his survey of 
political parties and their chief figures during the inter-war years. There are lighter 
sides to his book: his account of undergraduate life in Oxford after 1914 and his 
experiences, as a townsman, in discovering country life in Dorset will strike a sym- 
pathetic note with many of his readers. As an historian Sir Charles makes constant 
reference to other periods of history to illustrate his arguments. The many interesting 
and often humorous stories of men and places add to the impression of first-hand 
experience which marks the book. Naturally it is a book of many judgments ranging 
from a discussion of history and historians to the criticism of recent men and policies, 
but the author’s desire to be fair is never in doubt. Sir Charles wants his book to give 
pleasure; it is very unlikely that he will be disappointed. (928.2891) 


Genealogy 
LIFE IN A NOBLE HOUSEHOLD, 1641-1700. Gladys Scott Thomson. 
Reprint. Jonathan Cape, 18s. D8. 407 pages. 8 plates. Index. (The Bedford 
Historical Series) 
This book, first published in 1937, is a delightful chapter of seventeenth-century 
economic and social history, based on the household papers of William Russell, sth 
Earl and 1st Duke of Bedford. The book contains a foreword by Professor G. M. 
Trevelyan, who describes it thus: ‘It is the story of the family and domestic life of the 
Russells from 1641-1700. It is not only a most readable book, but it is invaluable as a 
source of social history of times when *‘noble households’’ were an integral part of the 
nation’s life. For importance and interest it is in a class with the Verney papers’. Miss 
Scott Thomson had little to draw upon except the household account books of the 
Bedford family at Woburn; from them she brings to life this great family and their 
large retinue of servants. She analyses the accounts and financial policy, the income and 
the expenditure of the family; from the domestic expenditure she reconstructs the 
duties of the Steward and of the various officials. Amid the housekeeping details there 
is a great deal of fascinating information about the people themselves and their 
family life. Miss Thomson has also written two further monographs on the Russell 
family: The Russells in Bloomsbury and Family Background. (929.2) 


Greece 
THE GREEKS. H. D. F. Kitto. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 256 pages. Index. 
Paper bound. 

The author, who is Professor of Greek in Bristol University, successfully justifies his 
statement that in a long-civilized part of the ancient world emerged a people, not 
numerous and neither well organized nor very powerful, ° who had a new conception 
of what human life was for and showed, for the first time, what the human mind was 
for’. He shows how the Greeks differentiated themselves from other races; what 
Homer meant to them as an educative force, and how they effected a fusion of culture 
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with older civilizations. There is a discussion of the much used and misleading term 
‘city state’ (the Greek polis). The author shows the Greek conception of the polis, 
traces its decline as a result of war and emphasizes the necessity for our understanding 
its implications. A good deal is said about the Greeks’ method of government and the 
author regards Athens ‘as providing a laboratory experiment in popular government’, 
Professor Kitto surveys the character of the Greek mind and some of its achievement 
during the historical period he has dealt with (down to 323 B.c.). He explains that to 
understand Greek myth and its changing import to the Greeks it should be traced 
from primitive forms and not from the form in which it is presented by Ovid. In the 
final chapter he gives an account of Greek life and character and deals with town and 
country life, standards of living, the position of women and the Greck standard of 
worth and conduct. Throughout the book the author uses many quotations and 
translations from Greek literature ‘to make the Greeks speak for themselves’. This is 
an excellent book and appeals to the reader by the clear and unpedantic presentation 
of the subject and the straightforward style in which it is written. (938) 


Medieval Europe 


A HISTORY OF THE CRUSADES. Vol. I. THE FIRST CRUSADE AND 
THE FOUNDATION OF THE KINGDOM OF JERUSALEM. Steven 
Runciman. Cambridge University Press, 25s. D8. 391 pages. Frontispiece and 
8 plates. $ maps. Appendices. Bibliography. Index. 

Steven Runciman, whose last book was The Medieval Manichee (1947), is a leading 

authority on the Byzantine world. He was Professor of Byzantine Art and History in 

the University of Istanbul 1942-5 before becoming the Representative of the British 

Council in Greece 1945-7. The present volume, the first of three to deal with the 

history of the Crusades, covers the First Crusade and the setting up of Baldwin’s 

Kingdom of Jerusalem. The opening chapters relating the events which led up to 

Pope Urban’s proclamation of the First Crusade are a fine survey and show the 

author’s grasp of the earlier episodes in the Byzantine Empire, the Moslem invasions 

and the state of Latin Christendom in the west. When the author begins on the actual 
account of the movement proper with Peter the Hermit, the narrative quickens pace 
and, although the book has all the apparatus of scholarly reference and footnote, the 
verve of its telling also makes it pleasurable reading for those who have little historical 
equipment. There are appendices on the Greek, Latin, Arabic, Armenian and Syriac 
sources, and on the numerical strength of the crusaders. There is also a bibliography of 
nineteen pages. The production of the book is pleasing and the illustrations are excel- 
lent. The second volume is to cover the history of the Kingdom of Jerusalem, its rela- 
tions with its neighbours and the part it played in the Crusades of the twelfth century. 
The third volume will deal with the Kingdom of Acre and the later Crusades. 


(940.181) 


World War II 

REPORT TO THE COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF BY THE SUPREME 
ALLIED COMMANDER, SOUTH-EAST ASIA, 1943-1945. Vice- 
Admiral The Earl Mountbatten of Burma. H.M. Stationery Office, 173.6d. 
L.Post 4. 298 pages. 39 maps. 4 charts. 7 appendices. 11 annexures. 

The literature of this Command in the Second World War is well served by personal 

accounts, but hitherto has lacked official reports. Admiral Mountbatten’s record fills 
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a large part of the gap, and fills it efficiently. It is divided into four parts, preceded by 
a comprehensive synopsis. Part A, the Introduction, tells of the formation of the 
South-East Asia Command under Mountbatten with General Stilwell as his Deputy 
and gives an appreciation of the situation at the end of 1943. Part B, Strategy and 
Operations, gives a full detailed account of events in eight chronological periods, and 
Part C covers the planning and operations of Civil Affairs. Lord Mountbatten’s 
Conclusions form the final part and contain some very valuable recommendations, 
especially concerning allied commands. (940.5412) 


HISTORY OF UNITED STATES NAVAL OPERATIONS IN WORLD WARII. 
Volume VI. BREAKING THE BISMARCKS BARRIER, 22 JULY 1942- 
I MAY 1944. Samuel Eliot Morison. Oxford University Press, 42s. 
M8. 492 pages. 52 photographs. 36 charts. Index. 
This volume is the fourth in Captain Morison’s great history to deal with United 
States naval action in the Pacific. It is concerned with the continuation of Operation 
“Watchtower’ up from Guadalcanal and New Guinea until Rabaul was taken and the 
Bismarcks Barrier broken. Here also is the beginning of the advance along the New 
Guinea-Mindanao Axis as far as Timor. Part I describes the Papuan campaign from 
Milne Bay, the Buna-Gona action, through the colossal victory in the Battle of the 
Bismarck Sea, in which twelve Japanese ships, over three thousand men and twenty to 
thirty aircraft were destroyed at a cost of only two American bombers and three 
fighters. Part II deals with the Central Solomons and Huon Gulf campaign, featuring 
Yamamoto’s last offensive, the invasion of New Georgia, the Battles of Kula Gulf and 
Kolombangara, and the engagements at Vella Lavella, Lae and Salamaua, and 
Finschhafen. It is a work of the highest standard. (940.545) 


I CAME BACK. Krystyna Zywulska. Dennis Dobson, 12s.6d. \C8. 246 pages. 
This is the personal story of a young Polish woman who was imprisoned by the Nazis 
during the Second World War in the notorious extermination camp at Oswiecim, the 
Polish name for Auschwitz. In it she shows not only her own courage, but the terrible 
urge to live which possessed her fellow prisoners. Half-starved, suffering from lice, 
scabies, dysentery, mowed down by typhus and pneumonia, they worked in the fields 
in icy slush and mud. For some reason not determined, she and the earlier entrants 
were not sent to the crematory, and among their duties was the registration of 
hundreds of thousands of women and children from Holland, Greece, Italy and 
Hungary; nearly all were of the Jewish faith and were destined to die by fire. The 
author escaped from a transport train evacuating prisoners from the camp towards 
the end of the war, and later returned to her native Poland. Terrible as her story is, it 
is one of high morale and indestructible spirit. (940.547243) 


BY EASTERN WINDOWS. The Story of a Battle of Souls and Minds in the 
Prison Camps of Sumatra. William H. McDougall. Barker, 12s.6d. 
L.Post 8. 360 pages. Map. Index. 

The author, a journalist, was interned with other civilians, including women and 

children, in Sumatra during the Second World War. This is a story of human suffer- 

ing, endurance and courage in Japanese prison camps at Palembang, Muntok and 

Belalau, and through the excitement and humour of the narrative runs a continuous 

strain of faith. The style is deliberate with a telling effect. (940.5472921) 
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SUNBEAMS LIKE SworDs. W. F. Jeftrey. Hodder & Stoughton, 10s.6d. D8. 
176 pages. 2 maps. 
The personal record and impressions of a young Company Commander with 
Wingate’s second Chindit expedition in Burma. His is the temper which believes that 
‘battle is above all an ordeal of the spirit’, that the mechanics of war count for little 
compared to the power of the human mind. So, this account of Blackpool and the 
White City, Broadway and Mogaung, names nostalgic with horror surmounted, 
hardships endured, and the death of friends, is not a chronicle but an attempt to give 
the ‘feel’ of war. (940.548142) 


THE LONG WALK HOME. An Escape Through Italy. Peter Medd. Com- 
pleted by his companion Frank Simms. With a personal appreciation by 
John Hayes and a foreword by Anthony Kimmins. Lehmann, 10s.6d. IC8. 
176 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Map. 

The author, a young naval officer in the Fleet Air Arm, was shot down and captured 

during the Second World War. After the Italian capitulation he succeeded in escaping 

from the train which was transferring him to Germany, and he here tells his story of 

a seven-hundred mile walk across Italy, through Tuscany, Umbria and Abruzzi to the 

Allied lines beyond the River Sangro. Early in the journey he was joined by a British 

Army officer who had also escaped. They were helped, fed and guided by many 

Italians, and their record lacks the elements of hazard and danger found in many other 

escape stories. Medd was killed before he could complete the story from his diary and 

Part II is told by his companion, Frank Simms. It is a straightforward piece of writing 

with considerable appeal, and deserves a place in its section of the literature of the war. 

(940.548142) 


Ireland 
A HISTORY OF IRELAND. Edmund Curtis. 6th edition. Methuen, 18s. D8. 
446 pages. 5 maps. Bibliography. Index. 

This book was first published in 1936. The third edition was considerably revised and 
in this, sixth, edition a few further corrections have been made to the text and the 
bibliography has been brought up to date. It covers the history of Ireland from the 
origins of the Gaclic Celts to 1922. The cultural, social and economic factors are not 
neglected. The bibliography is a list of books for further reading, grouped by period. 
There is a key to the pronunciation of Irish names and terms, and also a list of dates. 
Dr. Curtis was formerly Lecky Professor of Modern History in the University of 
Dublin. His book is the standard single-volume history of Ireland. (941.5) 


Britain 
THE ENGLISH RISING OF 1381. R.H. Hilton and H. Fagan. Lawrence & 
Wishart, 10s.6d. C8. 204 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

Part 1, written by Mr. Hilton, analyses from a Marxist standpoint the development of 

feudal society in England, the relations of lords and peasants, and the causes of the 

preparations for the rising. Part 2 is a revised version of Nine Days that Shook England 

(1938) by Mr. Fagan; it is an account of the rising. The final chapter (by Mr. Hilton) 

studies the causes for the defeat of the rising, and the aftermath. The bibliography is a 

list of suggestions for further reading, arranged by chapters and well annotated. 
(942.038) 
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COLONEL OF DRAGOONS. Philip Woodruff. Jonathan Cape, 12s.6d. IC8. 
320 pages. 2 diagrams. Endpaper map. 


This is an account of the Earl of Peterborough’s expedition in Spain from September 
1705 to September 1706, part of the wider operations of the War of the Spanish 
Succession (1702-13). The object of the expedition was to place the Austrian Archduke 
Charles on the Spanish throne in Madrid, where Philip of Anjou, Louis XIV’s grand- 
son, had recently been established as Philip V—an extension of French power against 
which the whole war was directed. The book is a documentary chronicle, but the 
author has in part adopted the technique of the novel and earned the gratitude of his 
readers by his novelist’s skill in presenting the mass of facts as a vivid story. All the 
events mentioned took place and the historical characters acted as described. Colonel 
Awbyn and his junior officers are the only fictitious characters, and the exploits of his 
fictitious Queens Dragoons are, in fact, those of a real regiment. The events are sur- 
veyed through the eyes of the fictional characters. The author’s purpose is mainly to 
portray the character of Peterborough, one of the most extraordinary figures in 
military history. His resource, energy, bluff, disregard of danger and outspoken tact- 
lessness gained him success, friends and awkward enemies. No man of other calibre 
could have taken his ill-equipped force almost to Madrid. The notes and other explana- 
tory matter are confined to the end of the book. The author has devised a method for 
making a vivid and absorbing narrative of a confused and often forgotten episode in 
history. (942.069) 


Spain 


HOMAGE TO CATALONIA. George Orwell. New edition, reset. Secker & 
Warburg, 10s.6d. C8. 248 pages. 


The author’s description of the Aragon front during the Spanish Civil War, takes us 
from the Lenin Barracks in Barcelona to the edge of no-man’s land at Barbastro, 
where he spent some months in the virtual stalemate of December 1936 and early 
1937. He only once got a shot at a man—and missed—suffered abominably from lice, 
filth and cold, was always well fed, but never adequately armed, and after a small 
flare-up of activity was wounded in the throat and invalided back to Barcelona. Here 
he was just in time to get involved in the street warfare of 3 May 1937, when— 
according to his interpretation—the Stalinist Communists, using at once the Civil 
Guards and the native Communist Party, liquidated the Marxist militia, already being 
increasingly replaced by their own International Brigades and a bogus Catalan 
‘nopular’ army (officered by bourgeois anti-revolutionaries). In the political sphere 
they at the same time undermined the National Workers’ Confederation (C.N.T.) and 
Iberian Anarchist Federation (F.A.I.) who were far too patriotic for them to share 
power with. Orwell had himself been sent to fight under the auspices of the British 
Independent Labour Party, and was posted to the part-British unit attached to the 
mainly Catalan (not Castilian) revolutionary Workers’ Party for National Union 
(P.O.U.M.). There is the truthful ring of personal experience in his description of 
day-to-day life in the militia, and a lesson for every would-be politician in his keen 
but restrained analysis of the developing struggle for power behind the scenes. This 
struggle he realizes only slowly, and with growing horror and repugnance. He was 
obviously profoundly affected by it all, and the flame of truth kindled by resentment 
makes a classic of what would in any event have been a book to compel the attention. 
It was first published in 1938. (946.08) 


385 











Anglo-Egyptian Sudan 

REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE SUDAN FOR THE 
YEARS 1939 TO 1941 (INCLUSIVE). Foreign Office. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 4s.6d. 1C8. 202 pages. Glossary. Appendices. Paper bound. (Com- 
mand Paper 8097; Sudan No. 1 (1950) ) 

REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE SUDAN FOR THE YEARS 
1942 TO 1944 (INCLUSIVE). Foreign Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 
4s.6d. IR8. 204 pages. Glossary. Appendices. Paper Bound. (Command 
Paper 8098; Sudan No. 2 (1950) ) 

These two Reports, published together, give a complete picture of the Anglo-Egyptian 

Sudan for the wartime years. The penetration of Italian forces in 1940 was slight and 

short, but the secondary effects of the war, including shortage of imported goods and 

rigid control, was more long-lived. A further permanent effect has been to increase 
the knowledge of the outer world and events abroad. The Sudan, in fact, has been 

‘lifted out of its Arcadian backwater’. With this an increasing nationalistic spirit 

emerged. Each report contains an account of the work of the various administrative 

departments in turn, and a detailed survey of each of the eight provinces. (962.4) 


United States 

ORDEAL BY FIRE. An Informal History of the American Civil War. 
Fletcher Pratt. Jolin Lane The Bodley Head, 15s. D8. 446 pages. 50 maps and 
diagrams. Index. 


This book has a preface by D. W. Brogan, Professor of Political Science in the 
University of Cambridge, in which he says: ‘No one can read a chapter of this book 
without being struck with Mr. Pratt’s narrative skill, with the ingenuity he brings to 
making the moves on the chess board into the conflicts of men’. This one-volume 
history of the American Civil War is certainly highly readable, but the narrative of 
events is not in some details consistent with the latest research. Perhaps the best 
chapters are those in which the author analyses the motives and sums up the characters 
of the men who fought, such men as Fighting Joe Hooker, Sherman, Grant and Lee. 
There is a special introduction for the British reader which explains briefly the shape 
of events before the story begins. (973.7) 


FICTION 
General 
FORTUNE S FINGER. Phyllis Bottome. Faber, 9s.6d. C8. 287 pages. 
Miss Bottome’s new book consists of eighteen stories, all of them concerned with some 
particular moment in which their characters are called upon to answer a challenge 
from life or, to put it another way, are required to decide whether they will be active 
or passive when ‘fate’ intervenes in their careers. As may be expected, Miss Bottome’s 
characters behave very variously in their moments of decision, in many cases their 
reactions revealing hitherto unsuspected weakness or strength. Some, like the 
Jamaican peasant couple in Adoption by Grace, answer the challenge with a courage 
derived from profound resources of wisdom and culture, or, like the woman writer in 
An Object Lesson, with a defiance called into existence by urban competitiveness; 
others—the secretary in Cover is an example—respond with a troubled irresolution. 
In scene, the stories range extensively—among the settings are Capri, the West Indies, 
London, Bournemouth, Vienna, and Switzerland. 
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THE PLENIPOTENTIARIES. H. J. Kaplan. Secker & Warburg, 10s.6d. C8. 
255 pages. 

The unofficial plenipotentiaries of Mr. Kaplan’s title are a group of Americans living 
in Paris just after the Second World War. The book is written in the first person by 
Phineas Strauss, a foreign correspondent who recounts, in a sympathetic, objective, and 
somewhat sardonic way, the adventures of his American friends Toni and Pat among 
the political and artistic coteries of Paris. The book is, on the whole, a study in failure: 
the failure of Pat and Toni in their own country and their consequent failure to 
become true ‘plenipotentiaries’, the failure of their love-affair, the failure of the 
French to understand them and their failure to understand the French. But the book is 
not depressing, for, though its subject is social maladjustment, it is written with a 
deftly placed wit that makes it as gay as it is pertinent. 


ENGLISH STORIES FROM ‘NEW WRITING’. Edited by John Lehmann. 
Lehmann, 10s.6d. 1C8. 352 pages. 


New Writing, brilliantly edited by John Lehmann, was an enterprising miscellany 
which appeared at irregular intervals between 1936 and 1948. It was always a valuable 
pointer to the significant in contemporary trends both in England and abroad and 
maintained a high standard. Mr. Lehmann has performed a useful service in collecting 
here twenty-four stories by English contributors. Most of them are first class: 
Christopher Isherwood’s ‘The Nowaks’, a portrait of a Berlin family in the carly 
thirties; Elizabeth Bowen's penetrating and poetic apercu of the disintegration of 
personal lives in wartime London, ‘Mysterious Kér’; the late George Orwell’s 
“Shooting an Elephant’, a subtle sketch of an uneasy English official in Burma; V. S. 
Pritchett’s superbly humorous character study, “The Sailor’. Other established writers 
include Graham Greene, Rosamond Lehmann, Denton Welch, William Sansom and 
Henry Green, and there is excellent work by the less well known. 


THE PLOUFFE FAMILY. Roger Lemelin. Translated from the French by 
Mary Finch. McClelland & Stewart (Toronto, Canada), $3.50. sD8. 
373 pages. 

This novel describes the everyday ups and downs of a French-Canadian working- 

class family who live in Lower Town, Quebec. Here you will find Papa Plouffe, who 

dreams of past cycling triumphs, Mama Plouffe, a slave to her kitchen, their three 
sons—Ovide, the opera lover, Guillaume, the sports champion, and Napoleon, whose 
passion for collecting is replaced by his tender love for Jeanne—and the daughter, 

Cecile, a resentful old maid harbouring a secret love. The author who was himself 

brought up in Lower Town and left school at the age of fifteen, writes pungently, yet 

with detachment, of the loyalties that beset and confuse the average French-Canadian. 

His objectivity, whether in describing his characters, a strike, the visit of the King and 

Queen, or a great religious procession, is refreshing, and marks an important step 

forward in Canadian literature. 


CAPTAIN'S BEACH. Sigrid de Lima. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 10s.6d. C8. 
255 pages. 
To portray ugliness poetically is a difficult task, but Miss de Lima has accomplished it 
in this first novel. She describes a lodging house near the New York waterfront— 
noisy, dilapidated, lacking in privacy—and some of the people who live in it: the 
young man Taylor, his landlord and landlady Mr. and Mrs. Mortlock, the Mortlocks’ 
daughter Lisa, two young girls who constantly visit the Mortlock family, and three old 
women who act as a kind of ghoulish Greek chorus. The story is slight—Mrs. Mortlock 
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dies, Taylor and Lisa fall in love—but the story itself is less important in this novel than 
the emotional consequences of the relations existing between the various characters. 
Miss de Lima is a powerful writer and extracts the full value from every situation, 
scene, and mood. She has learned most of the lessons that Gertrude Stein, Virginia 
Woolf, and James Joyce can teach, but she is no mere imitator of these writers; she 
has assimilated their influence and uses their methods for her own purposes and in her 
own way. 


SPACES OF THE DARK. Nicholas Mosley. Hart-Davis, 9s.6d. 1C8. 
296 pages. 

The theme of the returning soldier having to adjust himself once more to civilian life 
has been treated often in fiction, but rarely so painfully and searchingly as in this first 
novel by Nicholas Mosley. Paul Shaun, discharged from hospital after being wounded 
in the Italian campaign, arrives in London in the autumn of 1945 with two missions 
to fulfil. One is to see the family of his friend John Longmore, who was killed in the 
battle in which Paul was wounded, the other is to visit Sarah Thorne, a girl whom 
John met on the last night of his leave. Paul falls in love with John’s sister, Margaret, 
but because of his secret guilt their association is turbulent; he explains the reason for 
this guilt to Sarah—it was he who shot John Longmore because John’s weakness in 
the moment of trial— the weakness of all talented optimists . . . the failure to face up 
to the horror of the world’—endangered the lives of the men under him. Haunted by 
disillusion and sclf-distrust, Paul is unable to come to terms with his environment and 
is finally killed in an accident. This is an uncompromisingly pessimistic story; the style 
—a mixture of pscudo-poetry and stream-of-consciousness—is affected; all the 
characters are disagreeable. All the same, in spite of these formidable shortcomings, 
the book demands to be regarded with respect: the author has sincerity and intelligence 
and there is a good deal of uncon-fortable truth in his unflattering portrait of the post- 
war world. 


TRAVELLER S SAMPLES. Storics and Tales. Frank O’Connor. Macmillan, 
8s.6d. C8. 174 pages. 


Each of these thirteen little stories of the Irish at home or in England show how well 
Mr. O’Connor understands the character of his fellow countrymen, and how ably he 
can portray them with affection and a grand humour—yet without illusion. His skill 
is such that out of the flimsiest material he can create an absorbing little drama: an 
Irish lad steeped in English school stories determines never to tell a lie, his school- 
fellows are astounded, a bewildered schoolmaster becomes positively vindictive; a 
poor, conscientious boy ably tends his ailing mother, but when sent on a long 
journey to a dispensary is persuaded to drink up the cough mixture that would cure 
her; the thoroughly Irish dilemma of Father Michael who furiously clouts a sentry 
caught stealing his precious onions, is overtaken by contrition and, with delightfully 
illogical confusion of mind, is unable to understand the peculiar behaviour of the 
English military authoritics in coming to investigate the matter. This engaging 
collection is Mr. O’Connor’s fifth book of stories. 


COAST TO COAST. Australian Stories 1949-50. Selected by Nettie Palmer. 
Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia), 10s.6d. C8. 208 pages. 

This edition of Coast to Coast again brings together many of the best Australian short 

stories of the year. The range of subjects is quite broad: some of the stories, such as 

*Mathieson’s Wife’ by Vance Palmer and ‘Harvest’ by Colin Evans, depict various 

features of country life; R. S. Porteous’s “Quite a Blow’ reflects the outlook of an old 
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‘salt’ in the merchant marine and D’Arcy Niland’s ‘Without You in Heaven’ tells a 
moving story of a pioneering family in the outback. ‘The Bishop’s Bookie’ by Gavin 
Casey contains much laconic humour. Judith Wright, well-known contemporary 
Australian poct, again shows her power of sensitive observation in her story ‘Staying 
with Mrs. Fox’. But it is impossible to enumerate all the stories; suffice it to say that the 
selection is catholic in taste and of a high standard. 


BEHOLD THY DAUGHTER. Neil Paterson. Hodder & Stoughton, 10s.6d. 
L.Post 8. 479 pages. 

Mr. Paterson has followed up his successful China Run with a spirited example of 
traditional story-telling. He does not set out to analyse experience or to search for 
truth, but simply to entertain, and in this aim he succeeds magnificently. His heroine, 
Thirza Gare, is a Scottish fisherman’s daughter brought up in the poverty caused 
during the middle years of the last century by the Corn Laws. This early experience of 
hardship gives her a taste for comfort. She takes the first step towards realizing her 
ambitions when, caught poaching on the Carmichael estate, she comes into contact 
with Richard Carmichael and his family and eventually enters their house as a servant. 
Falling—though innocently—into disgrace, she is dismissed, and with a hundred 
pounds paid her in compensation she sets up house with the Carmichael housekeeper, 
Manson, who has voluntarily left with her. She then takes a job in the yards of the 
Skene fish-curing company and rises rapidly in the world, being promoted to a clerk- 
ship in the offices and after a time marrying her employer. On his death the business 
becomes hers, and she determines to build it up in competition with the Moray Frith 
Curing Co., controlled by Carmichael. This she succeeds in doing by running the 
blockade imposed on British ships in the Baltic during the German occupation of 
Schleswig-Holstein and by selling fish offal hitherto thrown away as refuse. The 
captain of her blockade-running vessel is a smuggler of handsome features and master- 
ful behaviour and it is through him that she eventually suffers social downfall and 
enjoys amorous triumph. This tale of love and commerce is written with an admirable 
raciness and its unusual setting in the Scottish fishing and packing industry gives it an 
additional interest. 


BLEDGRAVE HALL. J. K. Stanford. Faber, 8s.6d. sF4. 75 pages. Illustrations. 
Endpaper map. 


Although cast in the form of a novel, this book is in effect an account, by one of those 
fortunate enough to witness it, of the reappearance in East Anglia of the avocet, 
breeding there for the first time for over one hundred years. The book is a record of 
fine observation and careful note-taking, and compares well with many far less 
readable, frankly scientific modern bird books. As a novel, too, it commands attention, 
for the author has a gift for description of the coastwise marshlands where these lovely 
birds have settled. The tale he tells has a drama of its own, and contains as ruthless an 
account as one could wish of the fate of a by no means un-typical modern professional 
egg-collector. 


THE BECKONING SHORE. E. V. Timms. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, 
Australia), 12s.6d. D8. 290 pages. Maps. 

This novel, the third in a trilogy dealing with carly Australian history, tells the story 

of a young English girl who comes to Sydney without friends or money. It begins 

with her journey ona ship which carries female convicts as well as ordinary passengers. 

The narrative then recounts young Miss Holley’s adventures in Sydney. The author 
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reconstructs the history of the growing settlement, showing the various social classes, 
the tension between freemen and convicts, the many attempts at reform and the brutal 
side of colonial life. Against such a background he tells an exciting tale. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 
FISH AND COMPANY. Ralph Armold. Heinemann, 9s.6d. C8. 266 pages. 


When an exotic flowering plant much treasured by Lady Malinaynes mysteriously 
withers and dies, Lady Malmaynes threatens to die too, a threat which gives rise to 
mixed emotions among the members of the family assembled at her villa in Italy. 
Little Mr. Puckle is hastily summoned from London to replace the plant with another, 
but Lady Malmaynes dies nevertheless. How and why she died is discovered by Mr. 
Puckle, whose disarming exterior invites confidences which gradually lay bare the 
secrets of the family, including an extraordinary oriental prophecy which has an 
important bearing on events. This book offers good entertainment in its variety of 
character and event. It is well conceived and deftly written and possesses, in Mr. 
Puckle, a most likeable amateur detective. 


THE FLOATING DUTCHMAN. Nicolas Bentley. Michael Joseph, 9s.6d. 
C8. 254 pages. 

‘Skinner’s’, one of the smaller London night clubs, is used by its owner as a cover for 
criminal activities. A C.I.D. man is given the task of insinuating himself into the club 
and precipitating action that will produce the evidence necessary to bring Skinner to 
justice. His job is both difficult and dangerous and is not made any easier by his con- 
cern for an attractive girl who has been caught up into Skinner’s activities through no 
fault of her own. Nicolas Bentley, already well known as an artist, proves himself to 
be as adept in his new medium as in the other. His writing has case and sureness, his 
characters are clear-cut, his narrative extremely plausible and iuminated with an 
unobtrusive wit that makes agreeable reading. 


NIGHT WALK. Elizabeth Daly. Hammond, Hammond, 8s.6d. C8. 207 pages. 
It was inconceivable that the murderer of old Mr. Carrington should be one of the 
inhabitants of the friendly little village of Frazer’s Mills, not very far from New York, 
and the crime was put down to a prowler. But Henry Gamadge, book and document 
expert and criminologist, had other ideas which he proceeded to follow until they led 
him to the murderer. The atmosphere of a sleepy little village basking in the fulness of 
summer and most rudely disturbed by violence is very well conveyed and the charac- 
ters are distinct and, in most instances, likeable personalities. This is a book for 
leisurely enjoyment. 


WHAT A BODY! Alan Green. Alvin Redman, 8s.6d. C8. 239 pages. 


A famous leader of a health movement in America is murdered in a new health resort 
which he has just opened and the young police officer in charge of the case has a 
bewildering time trying to pin the crime on to the right person, whom he suspects to 
be the girl he has fallen in love with. An entertaining story in satirical vein that will 
appeal to all who like their crime with a difference. 


THE HUNGRY SPIDER. Selwyn Jepson. Macdonald, 8s.6d. C8. 237 pages. 


Eve Gill, resourceful daughter of a buccaneering commodore with scant respect for 
the law, has need of all the resource at her command when, in trying to extricate her 
father from a scrape which might land him in gaol, she becomes involved in a crime 
in which she is a vital witness. Unable to reveal her knowledge to the police, she has 
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to draw their attention to the crime in other ways and in doing so endangers her own 
life. Readers who like plenty of action will find it in this story which moves at a lively 
pace from start to finish. 


THE SLEEPING HOUSE PARTY. Elisabeth Lambert. Michael Joseph, 9s.6d. 
C8. 224 pages. 

he scene is a beach resort on the north coast of Australia, about fifty miles from 
Sydney, where a number of people have gathered to celebrate Christmas. The husband 
of the richest of them is found murdered and there, during a heat wave that tries the 
nerves of them all, the rich woman’s secretary helps the police to find the murderer. 
[he story is told by the secretary, a well-meaning rather gauclie young woman, whose 
personality is cleverly reflected in her narrative. The story has vitality, a good back- 
ground and a diverse collection of characters among whom the more eccentric stand 
out sharply. 


[THE NEAT LITTLE CORPSE. Max Murray. Michael Joseph, 9s.6d. C8. 
215 pages. 

Patrick Fairlie is engaged by a man to dive for evidence hidden in a wreck on the sea- 
bed that will dispossess the Daceys, the ruling family of Comeback Bay on the island 
of Jamaica. He takes a hearty dislike to the job when he comes to know the Daceys 
and particularly the daughter of the house, and when his employer is murdered and 
his own small ward kidnapped to serve the ends of greed he fights on the Daceys’ side 
to uncover the murderer and put an end to a mean and sordid business. Mr. Murray is 
a dexterous story-teller and The Neat Little Corpse, with its easy yet exciting pace, its 
well-reasoned characters and interesting local colour, makes entertaining reading. 


NIGHTMARE IN MANHATTAN. Thomas Walsh. Hamish Hamilton, 8s.6d. 
C8. 190 pages. 

A child in danger is always a sure draw, and it is the uncertainty regarding the fate 
of a six-year-old boy kidnapped for ransom that keeps the reader’s attention glued to 
the pages of this hair-raising story. Most of the action takes place in a vast railway 
terminus in New York, used by thousands of people every day, which makes matters 
doubly difficult for the police, who have to adopt elaborate security measures to trap 
the kidnappers, while avoiding any action that might harm the child or interfere with 
the normal routine of the terminus. 


Reprints 

General ; 

MADAME BOvARY. A Story of Provincial Life. Gustave Flaubert. 
Newly translated from the French by Alan Russell. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 
sC8. 368 pages. Paper bound. (The Penguin Classics) 

It is ironic that, through Madame Bovary, Gustave Flaubert (1821-80) should be 

regarded as a great realistic novelist, because realism in literature was what he most 

disliked. He was an adherent of l'art pour l'art, a writer whose congenial form of 

expression was romantic lyricism, and Madame Bovary, undertaken largely as a 

disciplinary exercise, was displeasing to him both in its subject and its method. Never- 

theless, by viewing the present with the detachment he had acquired through his 
study of the past, he produced a masterpiece, if not of realism—for Madame Bovary is 
more than simply that—then of imaginative analysis based on uncompromising 


observation. Into Emma Bovary, the provincial doctor’s wife with “immortal 
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longings’ in her for a life more sensitive and more intense than the materialism 
surrounding her, Flaubert put a good deal of himself and therefore wrote a book that 
is not only a moving study of a woman who commits adultery and is duly punished, 
but is also an epic account of man’s continuing struggle to break from the finite cage 
that confines him into the freedom of spiritual certainty. This new version by Alan 
Russell is everything that a sound modern translation should be. 


ALLAN S WIFE. With Hunter Quatermain’s Story; A Tale of Three Lions; 
. | , ‘oO 
and Long Odds. H. Rider Haggard. Macdonald, 8s.6d. C8. 240 pages. 
. 7 . 7 

7 illustrations by Hookway Cowles. 
H. Rider Haggard (1856-1925) was, in his day, one of the best writers of romantic 
adventure stories. Most of them are sect in South Africa when its hinterlands were being 
opened up and recount the life and exploits of the hunter Allan Quatermain, two of 
whose typical hunting experiences are related in this present volume (first published in 
1889). The title story is the beginning of the author’s saga of Quatermain. It tells how 
Quatermain, in his early hunting days, escaped from a Zulu attack on a laager of 
trekking Boers. Exhausted almost to death he is found by an Englishwoman whom he 
eventually marries. There is no flimsiness in Rider Haggard’s treatment of their 
romance and its tragic ending. As with the other stories its setting in the African scene 
is vivid and convincing. 


THE GOOD SOLDIER SCHWEIK. Jaroslav Hasek. Translated from the 
Czech by Paul Selver. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. (Double volume). sC8. 
148 pages. Illustrations by Joseph Lada. Paper bound. 

This is a new unabridged edition of a novel which was first published in 1930 and 

later issued in an abridged version as a Penguin Special in 1939. The good soldier Josef 

Schweik is not a figure whose antics satirize military life, nor is he simply an endearing 

example of the artful dodger: he is, rather, a creation of genius who symbolizes the 

mentality and character of minorities everywhere. At the time of the First World 

War the peoples inhabiting the country now called Czechoslovakia were under the 

domination of the Austrian Empire and were conscripted into the Austrian army to 

fight for the Central Powers. In such a situation, when people are called upon to fight 
alongside their oppressors for a cause not their own, it is natural that the unco- 
operative soldier, the grit in the military machine, should be regarded as a great hero 
by his compatriots. Schweik is such a soldier, although his heroism was not appre- 
ciated by his fellow-soldiers and was unknown to Schweik himself. He, the dog-scller 
of Prague, certified as chronically feeble-minded, kicked about between bureaucrat, 
army, prison, and hospital like a football and all the time preserving his round-bodied 
and round-eyed amiability, is the embodiment of a patriotism so natural that defiance 
of an oppressor is not even a conscious act, but is passive resistance at its purest. It is 
this that has given the book such an attraction in politically aware Europe, and if, for 

English readers, its appeal is not quite so direct, the figure of Schweik still remains an 

unforgettable character—the fool who is preserved by his innocence and who triumphs 


17 > 
ike a saint. 


THE LIMIT. LOVE'S SHADOW. Ada Leverson. Reissues. Chapman & 
Hall, 7s.6d. each. C8. 301 : 304 pages. 

Ada Leverson—onetime dramatic critic of The Saturday Review (where her pre- 

lecessor was Bernard Shaw), friend of Oscar Wilde and Henry James, and contributor 

to the famous Yellow Book—published between 1908 and 1916 a series of six novels 
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which until now have been almost entirely forgotten. The Limit and Love's Shadow 
are the first two volumes of a new uniform edition and, reading them, one is surprised 
that Ada Leverson’s fame as a novelist should have been obscured for so long. Both 
books are brilliantly sustained conversation pieces revolving around such subjects as 
marriage and social intrigue; the people who take part in them are aristocratic and 
fashionable Edwardians; their talk is witty, graceful, and malicious; and the houses in 
which they live are opulently elegant. But there is more in these books than enjoyable 
surface glitter—The Limit, in particular, has a tenderness, and a depth of understanding 
of human weakness underlying its satirical gaiety, that make it a masterpiece. Love's 
Shadow has not quite the appeal of The Limit, its comedy almost becomes farce and its 
characterization approaches caricature. One looks forward to the remaining four 
volumes and hopes that the opportunity may be taken to supply in them the biblio- 
gcaphical information omitted from the two now issued. 


THE GARDEN PARTY and Other Stories. Katherine Mansfield. Penguin 
Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 255 pages. Paper bound. 


The work of Katherine Mansfield (1888-1923) has an important place in the history of 
the English short story, for it was largely through her example that modern writers 
were encouraged to substitute mood and atmosphere for the complexities of plot and 
situation that constitute the standard popular short story. Katherine Mansfield was 
herself largely influenced by Tchekov, taking from him her belief that the short story 
should deal with the emotions aroused by the events—even the very trivial events—of 
everyday life and using the method to describe domestic life in Germany, in her native 
New Zealand, and in England. The Garden Party—first published in the year before 
her death—is one of her most mature collections of stories, eloquently substantiating 
her claim that her art was ‘a cry against corruption’. The best of these stories are 
indeed cries against the corruption of selfishness, cruelty, snobbery, and the callous- 
ness of custom—whether they are charming pictures of family life like Daughters of 
the Late Colonel or The Garden Party itself, pieces of outspoken realism like Life of Ma 
Parker, or incisive sketches like The Lady's Maid. Within their self-imposed limits 
Katherine Mansfield’s stories have a wide variety and range, and the serious ones among 
them have a compassion that comes from a deeply sensitive sympathy with human 
lives. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 


THE CASE-BOOK OF SHERLOCK HOLMES. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 
Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 254 pages. Paper bound. 


A further selection of stories in which Sherlock Holmes, world-famous in detective 
fiction, employs his ‘curious gifts of instinct and observation’ to solve all manner of 
mysteries—a returned soldier who lives in concealment, a child attacked by what 
appears to be a vampire, a famous physiologist who begins to behave very peculiarly, 
a man apparently killed by scourging—aided by his faithful friend and biographer 
Dr. Watson, who acts as ‘a whetstone for his mind’. They are stories that never pall 
but can be read time and again with enjoyment and with admiration for the author’s 
inventive skill in character and incident. With the twelve tales in this volume (first 
published in 1927) the author brought the career of Holmes to a close. 


390 








f 
: 


low 


THE 
TRAVELLERS 
TREE 


PATRICK LEIGH FERMOR 


mS SS 


~~ 
Ss AA RA ASS Sd RAK SHH 
= 


SS 
SS 


THE 
piAR) 
OF A 
wRIl ER 


SS ; “ 
RAS RVGALS' BSD 


me 
Sas 





tead in the Blasket Islands off th 


| ¥Crohan (Oxt 











BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 
Fiction 
THE LONELY INN. E. W. Betenson. Methuen, 8s.6d. C8. 254 pages. 
6 illustrations by Cecil G. Trew. 

A fifteenth-century story of a boy who is very nearly murdered by his uncle, who 
stands to gain by the lad’s death. Accompanied by his faithful dog, a well-trained 
extremely intelligent lurcher, Richard, who has lost his memory, takes to the forest 
to escape further attempts, and is there befriended by a young Forest Ranger, in whose 
tasks and activities he shares very happily for a month or two before events lead to his 
discovery and the unmasking of his villainous uncle. Richard’s adventures in hiding, his 
taming of a wild stallion and his hunting life in the forest make excellent reading. This 
fine, robust story, by an author well versed in forest lore, should make a strong appeal 
to any boy or girl of eleven to fifteen with a taste for the unusual. 


ANOTHER BUNCHY BOOK. Joyce Lankester Brisley. Harrap, 3s.6d. C8. 
79 pages. Coloured frontispiece and black-and-white illustrations by the 
author. (Milly-Molly-Mandy Series) 

Another book in a popular series for children of six to eight. Bunchy lives in the 

country with her grandmother and each chapter describes a game of make-believe 

with simple objects and materials such as a pattern book and paper dolls. 


THE BOYS OF WHITTERNE FARM. Dorothea Street. Muller, 7s.6d. C8. 
192 pages. Black-and-white illustrations by M. D. Neilson. 

A story for children of nine to eleven set in the Wiltshire countryside. Two boys go 

to stay with their cousins on a farm and learn to take part in its activities. Their 

characters are well contrasted and the adults are credible. The slight element of 

mystery which is introduced will add to the attraction for modern boys and girls. 


Non-Fiction 
LIVING SHAKESPEARE. Vol. I. A Midsummer Night’s Dream. The 
Merchant of Venice. Henry V. Vol. II. Julius Caesar. Twelfth Night. 
Macbeth. Vol. III. The Tempest. As You Like It. Richard II. Vol. IV. 
Much Ado About Nothing. Henry IV, Part I. Hamlet, Prince of Denmark. 
Laura Branson. Newnes, 7s.6d. each. IF8. 143 : 168 : 160 : 176 pages. Black- 
and-white illustrations by Molly Wilson. 
These books are valuable chiefly because the plays are presented as plays not as 
stories. Laura Branson describes the plot of each play and the characters in it and illus- 
trates them with a simplified rendering of Shakespeare’s words. Owing to her drama- 
tic flair, the characters do, in most cases, come to life. Those plays which have dramatic 
stories—Macheth and The Merchant of Venice, for instance—are particularly successful, 
while others—notably Much Ado about Nothing and A Midsummer Night’s Dream— 
which depend upon their wit and poetry for their effect, do not succeed so well. The 
text is a little too stilted at times for a child to read and enjoy. Nevertheless this is an 
interesting experiment in the presentation of Shakespeare’s plays, and one which 
should prove helpful to the child and to the teacher producing Shakespeare. 
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BEAUTY AND THE BEAST. A Play for Children. Nicholas Stuart Gray 
Oxford University Press, 6s. C8. 121 pages. Black-and-white illustrations 
by Joan Jefferson Farjeon. 

An entertaining and original play based on the traditional fairy tale of Beauty who 
freed the Beast from the spell that bound him, but set in Victorian times. It has been 
produced professionally but amateurs need not be daunted by the magic effects called 
for, instructions for introducing which can be obtained from the publishers. There are 
seven main characters in this lively play, which has charming touches of humour and 
pathos. There is an underlying philosophy which, while it will not be noticed by the 
child, adds to the value of the play. It is most interesting to read and is full of dramatic 
surprises. A play which will appeal to all ages and to not a few adults. 


THE YOUNG TRAVELLER IN CANADA. J. H. Ingram. Phoenix House, 
7s.6d. C8. 158 pages. 27 illustrations. Map. Glossary. Index. (The Young 
Traveller Series) 

Bob Lawson, aged fourteen, has the opportunity of going to Canada, where he sees 

everything possible from car, steamer, train and aeroplane. This method of portraying 

a country has its obvious limitations, but these travel books for young people of eleven 

to thirteen do fill a gap in children’s literature. Information is presented in an attrac- 

tive and lively fashion, and the facts are authentic and up-to-date. 
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